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LETTERS 



TO A2f» FBOM 



D R SWIFT, 



FROM LADY MASHA.M,* 

K^AR SIR} V Fi^. 172d-4k 

It is impos^e for yaia to imaglDe urith what satii^ 
faction I received your kW letter; and.thoi^h I had 
been so loog without hearbg from you, I could aever 
impute it to want of fnendship^in one, whose |;oodneflB 
to me has always been abundantly BM»e than I could 
deserve. I had writ often to you ; bat having no safe 
conveyance, chose rather to inquire after your health 
and welfare of some {>eople thfiit could give me an ac- 
count of it. And I do assure yoU) from the bottom of 
my heatty there is not a persen living I have a greater 
friendi^lp for than yourself, and shall have to the end 
of my life. Indeed, now I can show it onlyMn exprei^ 
aions:; but I flattei' mjrseffyou belieye them aocere. I 
long to see you at my retired habitation, where you will 
meet with a ffio^ hearty welcome and iaithfid friend^ 
and none more so than her who is 

Tour most affectionate humble servant, 

H. MASHAM. 
My lord, cbil<hren, brother, aad sister are your hum- 
Me servants. 

• Eadoned, •• Received Feb. 20, 172^." N. 
VOL. XYU. A 
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2 LETTERS TO AND FROM 

* 

TO HIS EXCELLENCY LORD CARTERET, 

LORD LIEI^TENAKT OF IRELAND. 



MY LORD, / Jpril 28, 1724. 

Many of the priocipal persoDs in this kiDgdom, . dis- 
tinguished for their loyalty to his present majesty, hear- 
ing that I had the honour to be known to your excellen- 
cy, have for some time pressed me very earnestly^ since 
you we/e declared lord lieutenant of this kingdom, to re- 
present to your excellency the apprehensions they are un- 
der concerning Mr. Wood's patent -for coining halfpence 
to pass in Ireland. Your excellency knows the unanimous 
sentiments of the parliament here upon that matter : and 
upon inquiry you will find, that there is not one person 
of any rank or par^, in this whole kingdom, who does 
not look upon that patent as the most ruinous project 
Uiat ever was contrived against any nation. ■> Neither is 
it doubted, that when your excellency shall bt thorough- 
ly ktformed, your justice and compassion for an injured 
people, will force you to employ your credit for their 
relieC 

I have made bold to send you enclosed two^ small 
tracts on this subject, one written (as it is supposed) by 
the Earl of Abercom ; the other is entitled to a weaver^ 
and suited to the vulgar, but thought to be the work of 
a better hand* 

I hope your excellency will foigive an old hundble 
servant, and one who always loved and esteemed you, 
for interfering io matters out of his province ; which he 
would never have done, if many of the greatest persons 
here had not, by their importunity, drawn him out of his 
retirement, to venture giving you a little trouble, in 
hopes to save their country from utter destruction ; for 
which the memory of your government will be blessed 
by posterity. 
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I hope to htve the honour of seeing your excellency 
here ; and do promise neither to foe a frequent yjsiter, 
nor troabksome solicitor, k^ut ever, with the greatest re- 
spect, &€• 



TO THE SAME. 

MY LOKD, Jtme 9, 1 724. 

It' is above a ni<»ith npce I took the boldness of wri- 
ting to your excellency, upon a subject wherein the 
welfare of this kingdom is highly concerned. 

I writ at the desire of several considerable persons 
here, who could not be ignorant that I had the honour 
of being well known to you. 

I could have wished your excellency had condescend- 
ed so far, as to let one of your under clerks have signifi- 
ed to me that a letter was received. 

« 

I have been long out of the world; but have not 
forgotten what used to pass among those I lived with 
while I was in it: and I can ss^, that during the ex- 
perience of many years, and many changes in affairs, 
your excellency, and one more, who is not worthy to be 
compared to you, are the only great persons that ever 
refiiaed to answer a latter from me, without regard to 
ImslnesB, party, or greatness; and if I had not a peculiar 
esteem for your personalqualities, I should think myself 
to be acting a very inferior part in making diis com- 
fdaint. 

I never was so humble^ as to be vam upon my ac- 
quaintance with men in power, and always rather chose 
to avmd it when I was not called. Neither were their 
power or titles sufficient, wifchotit merit, to ^ake me 
cultivate them ; of which I have witnesses enough left, 
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after all the havoc made among them, by accidents <tf 
time, or by changes of persons, measures, and opinions. 

I know not how your conceptions of yoarself may 
alter, by every new high station; but mine must con* 
tinue the same, or alter for the worse. 

I often told a great minister, n^hom you well know; 
that I valued him for being the same man through all 
the progress of power and place. I expected the like 
in your lordship ; and still hope that I shall be the only 
person who will ever find it otharwise. 

I pray God to direct your excellency in all your good 
tindei-takings, and especially in your government of this 
kingdom. 

I shall trouble you no more ; -but remaiii, with great 
respect, My lord, 

Your excellency's 
most obedient and 

most bumble servant. 



FROM LORD CARTERET. 

SIR, Arlingimi/Streeiy June 20, J 724. 

To be^n by coDfessiEig myself in the wrong, will, I 
hope, be some proof to you, that none of the stations 
which I have gone through have hitherto had the eifects 
upon me which you apprehend. If a mojath's silence 
has beep turned to my disadvantage in y4)ur esteem, it 
has at least had this good effect, that I am convinced bj 
the kindness of your reproaches, as well as by the good- 
ness of your advice, that you still retain some part of 
your former friendship for me, of which. I am the more 
confident from the agreoable freedom with which you 
express yourself: and I shall oat forfeit my pretensions 
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to the coDtioaance of it, by doing any thing that ishall 
give you occanoD to think that I am insensible of it. 

But to come to the point : your first letter is dated the 
28th April, your second the 9th of June. By the date 
of this, yoju will see that the interval of silence may be 
accounted for by a few excursions i^hich I have made 
into the country : therefore I desire you will put the 
most favourable sense. 

The principal affair you mention is under examina- 
tion ;* and till that is over, I am not informed sufficient- 
ly to make any other judgment of the matter, than that, 
which I am uaturally led to make, by the general aver- 
sion which appears, to it in the wliole nation. 

I hope the nation will not suffer by my being in this 
great station ; and if I can contribute to its prosperity, I 
shall think it the honour and happiness of my life, t 
desire you to believe what I say, and particularly wheu 
I profesa myself to be, with great trutli. Sir, 
Your most faithful and 

affectionate humble servant, 

CARTERET. 



TO LORD CARTERET. 

irr LORD, Jiw/y 9, 1 724. 

I HUMBLT claim the privilege of an inferior, to be 
the last writer, yet, with great acknowledgments for 
your condescension in answering my letters, I cannot 
but complain of you for putting me in the wrong. I am 

* That of Mr. Wood's patent for coining halfpence and farthings 
for Ireland^ which was referred to the lord:s of the privy council of 
England, who, on the 24tb of Julj, 1724, drew up a report, justifyhig 
the patentee. 6. 
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in the circiii^pAices of a waiting womaB, wbo told her 
lady, " That ib^thiog vexed her more than to be caught 
in a lie." But what is worse, I have discovered in ray- 
self somewhat of tile bully ; and that after all my rattling, 
you have brought me down to be as humble as the most 
distant attender at your levee. It is well your excel- 
lency's talents are in few hands ; for, if it were other- 
wise, we, who pretend to be free speakeiB in quality of 
philosophers, should be utterly cured of our forwardness ; 
at least I am afraid there will be an end of mine, with 
regard to your excellency. Yet, ray lord, I am ten 
yeai-s older than I was when I had the honour to see 
you last, and consequently ten tiroes more testy. There- 
fore I foretel that you, who could so easily conquer so 
captious a person, and of so little consequence, will quick- 
ly subdue this whole kingdom to love and reverence 
you. 

I am, with the greatest respect, 

My lord, &c. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

MY LORD, Dublin, July 14, 1724. 

Your grace will have received, before this comes to 
yoiu: bauds, an account of the primate's death,* who. 

* When our autlior was chaplain to Lord Berkeley, life was set 
aside ff'om the deanery of Derry on account of youUi ; but, as if his 
stans had destined to him a parallel revenge, he lived to see the bishop 
of Derry afterward set aside on account of age. That prelate had 
been archbishop of Dublin many years, and had been long celebrated 
for his wit and learning, when Dr. Lindsay died. Upon his death, 
archbishop King immediately laid claim to the primacy, as a prefer- 
ment to which he had a right from his station in the see of Dublin, 
and from bis acknowledged character in the church. Neither of these 
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died yesterday, at tweWe o'clock at noon.. He had 
left off spitting for about tea days before ; and the want 
of that 18 thought to have been the immediate cause of 
liis death, although he eat heartily until the two last- 
days. He has left the bishop of Kildare, and bis stew- 
ard Mr. Morgan, his executors, who were both out of 
town ; but I suppose are sent for. . Some who formerly 
belonged to him think he has left 40,0001. ; others re- 
port he V died poor. 

The vogue is, that your grace will succeed him, if you 
please : but I am too great a stranger to your present 
situation at court to know what to judge But if there 
were virtue enough, I could wish your grace would ac- 
cept the offer, if it should be made you ; because I would 
have your name left to posterity among the primates ; 
and because entering into a new station is entering, after 
a sort^ on a new^ lease of life ; and because it might be 
hoped, that your grace would be advised with about a 
successor; aad because that diocese would require your 
grace's ability and spirit to reform it; and because — but 
I should never be at an end if 1 were to number up the 
reasons why I would have your grace ia the highest sta- 
tions the crown can give you. 

I found all the papers in the cabinet relating to Dr. 
Stephen's hpspttal, and therefore I bi'ought them home 
to the deaneiy. I opened tlie cabinet in the presence 



pretensions were prevalent: he was looked upon as too far <fiidvanced 
in y^ars to be removed. The reason alleged iras as mortifying as 
tbe reAisal itself: font the archbishop had ro opportunity of showing 
his resentment, except to the new primate Dr. Boulter, whom he re- 
ceived at his ovra house, and in his dining; parlour, wiUiout rising 
from his chair; and to wiiom he made an apology^,' by saying, in his 
usual strain of wit, and with his usual sneering countenance, *My 
lord, 1 am certain your grace will forgive me, because you know I 
am too old to rise.* See OrftJry's Refnarks, Let. iii. W. B. 
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of Mr. Botthereati, and saw one paper, which proved a 
bank note for 5001. The greatness t>f the sum startled 
me, but I found it belonged to Uie same hospital ; I was 
ip pain, because workmen were in the room and about the 
bouse. I therefore went this morning to St. Sepulchre's ; 
and, in the presence of Mi-s. Green,* I took away the 
pote, and have secured it in my cabinet, leaving her my 
receipt for it, and am very proud to find that a scrip un- 
der my hand will pass for 5001. I wish your grace a 
good journey to the establishment of your healtii ; and 
am, with the greatest respect, 
Wy lord, 

Tour grace's most dutiful 

and most humble servaot, 

JON. SWIFT. 



FROM 1.0RD CARTERET. 

sill, Arlingto»'Str€€t^ Aug. 4, 1 71^4. 

YovR claim to be theiast writer is what I can never 
^low : that is the privilege of ill writers, and I am rcr 
solved to give you complete satisfactiou by leaving it 
with jou, whether I shall be that last writer or not. 
Methinksl see you throw this letter upon ymir table in 
tlie height of spleen, because it may have intemipted 
«ome of your more agreeable thoughts. But theu, in re* 
turn« you may have tlie comfort of not answering it, and 
so convince my lord lieutenant, that you value him less 
now than you did ten years ago, I do not know but 
this might become a free speaker and a philosopher. 
Whatever you may think of it, I shall not be testy, but 

V 

* The archbishop's housekeeper. F. 
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€DdeaT0ur to show, thai I am oot altogether insensible 
of the force of that genius, which has outshone most of 
this age, and, when you will display it again, caa con- 
vince lis that its lustre and strength are still the same. 
Once more, I commit myself to your censure, and am. 
Sir, with great respect, 

Your most aiTectionate humble servant, 

CARTERET. 



TO THE EARL OF OXFORD. 

JIT LORD, Juhf^ 1724; 

ALTHouctu I had, for two years past, inured myself 
to expect the death of my lord your father, from the 
frequent accounts of the bad condition of his healtti ; yet 
the news of it struck me so sensibly, that I had not spi- 
rit enough to condole with your lordship, as I ought to 
have done, for so great a loss to the world and yourself. 
It is true, indeed, you no longer wanted his care and 
tenderness, nor his example to incite you to virtue : but 
his friendship and conversation you will ever 'want, be- 
cause they are qualitiies so rar6 in the world, and in 
which he so much excelled all others. It has pleased 
me, in the midst of my grief, to hear that be preserved 
the greatness, and calmness, and intrepidity of his mind 
to his last minutes : for it was fit that such a life should 
terminate with equal lustre to the whole progress of it. 

1 must now beg leave to apply to your lordship's jus- 
tice. He was often pleased to promise me his picture ; 
but his troubles and sickness, and want of opportunity, 
and my absence, prevented hicgi. > I do therefore hum- 
bly insist that your lordship will please to discharge what 

I'almost look u(^n a? a legacy. 

A 2 
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I would <entreat another aud much greater favour (tf 
your lordship, that at your leisure houts, you would 
please ^o inspect among your father's papers, whether 
there be any memorials that may be of use toward writ- 
ing his life; which I^ have sometimes mentioned to him, 
and often thought on, when I little thought to survive 
h|m. I have formerly gathered several hints; but want 
many memorials^ especially of his moire early times, 
which might be easily supplied. And such a work most 
properly belongs to me, who loved and respected him 
above all men, and had the honour to know him better 
than any other of my level did. > 

I faktmbty beg your lordship's pardon for so long a let- 
ter upon so mournful an occasion ; and expect your jus- 
tice to believe, than I am, and shall ever be, with the 
gi-eatest respect, my lord. 

Tour lordship's most obedient, 
most obliged, and 

most humble servant. 

I desire to present my most humUe respects to my lady 
Oxford. 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY LORD CARTERET, 

IXttD L1BUTENAKT OF IRELAND. 

MTLORD, Sept.Z^ 1724. 

Being ten years older than when I had the honour 
to see your excellency last, by consequence, if I am 
subject to any ailments, they arcv now ten times worse ; 
and so it has happened. For I have been, this month 
past, so pestered with the return of a noise and deafness 
in my ears, that I had not spirit to perform the conunoQ 
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offices of life, much less to write to your excelleocjr, 
aud least of all to answer so obligiog aod coodesceodiog 
a letter as Uiat I received from you. But these ugly 
ten years have a worse cousequeoce ; that they utterly 
destroy aoy title to the good opioioo you are pleased to 
express of me, as an amuser of the world and myself. 
To have preserved that talent, 1 ought, as I grew older, 
to have removed into a better climate, instead of be- 
ing sunk for life in a worse. I imagine France would 
be properer for me now, and Italy ten years heuce. 
However, I am not so bad as they would make m^ : 
for, since I left England, such a parcel of trash has 
been there fathered upon me, that npthing but the good 
judgment of my friends could hinder them from think- 
ing me the greatest dunce alive. 

There is a gentleman of this kingdom just gone for 
England ; it is Dr. Geofge Berkeley, dean of Deny, 
the best preferment among us, being worth eleven hun- 
dred pounds a yean He takes the Bath in his way to 
Lioodoa ; and will, of course, attend your excellency, 
and be presented, I suppose, by his friend my Lord 
Burlington^ And because I believe you will choose 
out some very idle minutes to read this letter, per- 
haps you may not be ill eutertaioed with some account 
of the man, and his eirand. He was a fellow of the 
univei-sity hwe; and going to England very young, 
^/boui thirteen years ago, he became the founder of a 
sect there called the inanateruUisis^ by the force of a 
very curious book upon that subject. Dr. SmriDridge^ 
and many other emiu^i|t persons- were his proselytes^ 
I sent him secretary and chaplain to Sicily, with my 
Lord Peterborow ; and upon his lordship's return. Dr. 
Berkeley spent above seven years in travelling over 
most parts of Europe, but chiefly through every Cf>rDer 

^ Itaiy, Sicily, and other islands. When he cam& 

A 3 
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back to England, he found so many friends, that he 
was eflfectually recommended to the Duke of Grafloo,^ 
by whom he was lately Dia^e dean of Derry. Your 
excellency will be frighted, ^wh6n I tell you all this 
is but an introductkm ; for I am now to mention his 
errand. He h an absolute philosopher, with regard to 
money, titles, and power ; and for three years past has 
been struck with a notion of (bunding a university at 
Bermudas, by a chaiter from the crown. He has se- 
duced several of the hopefullest young clerg> men,-^d 
others here, many of them well provided for, and all 
of them in the fairest way of preferment : but in Eng- 
land, his conquests are greater ; and I doubt will spread 
very far this winter. He showed me a little tract, which 
he designs to publish; and there your excellency will 
see his whole scheme of a life academicqhphilosopliical 
(I shall make you remember what you were) of a col- 
lege founded for Indian scholars and missionaries; 
where he most exorbitantly proposes a whole - hundred 
pounds a year for himself, forty pounds for a fellow, 
and tea for a student. Btis heart will break if his 
deauery be not taken from him and left to your ^^cel- 
lency's disposal. I discouraged him, by the coldness of 
courts and ministers, who will interpret all this as im-' 
possible, and a vision; but nothing will do. And there- 
fore I humbly entreat your excellency, either to use' 
such persuasions as will keep one of the first men. iq 
this kingdom for learning and virtue quiet at home; 
or assist him, by your tredit, to compass his roman- 
tic design; which, however, is very noble, and gene- 
rous, and directly proper for a great person of your 
excellent education to encourage. 

I must now, in all humility, eo^at one favour of 
you> as you are lord lieutenant. Mr. Proby, sui^eott 
of the army here, laid out the greatest part of his feiv 
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fuoe 4o buy a captainship for his eldest son. The yoong 
man was lately accused of discovering an inclination to 
popery, while he was quartered in Galway. The report 
of the court martial is transmitted to your excellency. 
The universal opiniou here is, that the accusation is 
false and malicious: and the archbishop of Tuam, in 
whose diocese Galway is, upon a striot inquiiy, has de- 
clared it to be so. But all this is not to sway with 
your excellency, any more than that the father is the 
most universally beloved of any I ever knew in his sta- 
tion. But I entreat that you will please to hear the 
opinion of others, who may speik in his favour, and 
perhaps, will tell you, '^That as party is not in the 
case, so you cannot do any personal thing more ac- 
ceptable to the people of Ireland, than in inclining 
toward lenity to Mr. Froby and his family ;'' although 
I have reason to be confident, that th^ neither need 
nor denre more than justice. I beg your excellency 
will remember my request to be only that you would 
bear others; and not think me so very weak as to irn* 
agine I could have hopes of giving the least turn to 
your mind. Therefore, I hope, what I have said is 
pardonable in every respect, but that of taking up your 
time. 

My lord, we are here preparing for your reception, 
and ibr a quiet sesnon under your government ; but 
whether you approve the manner, I can only guess. 
It is by universal decfarations against Wood's coin. 
One thing I am confident o( that your excellency 
wlil find and leave u» under disposidons very differ- 
ent, toward your person and high station, from what 
have appeared toward others. 
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I have DO other excuse for the length of thb let* 
ter, but a faithful promise, that I will never be guilty 
of the same fault a secoQd~^ time. 

I am, Sx. 



f ROM LORD BOLINOBROKE.* 

September 12, 172?^ 

It U neither nckuesi, nor jouroies, nor ill buraourv 
nor age, nor ▼exation, uor stupidity, which has hin- 
dered me from answering sooner your letter of the 
month of Juoe ; but a very prudent consideration, and 
one of the greatest strains of policy I ever exercised 
in my life. Should I answer you in a month, you 
might think yourself obliged to answer me in six; 
and, scared at the sore fatigue of writing twice a year 
to an absent friend, you might (for aught either you 
or I can tell) stop short, and not write at all. Jiow 
this would disappoint all my projects; for, to confess 
the truth, I have been drawing you in these aeveral 
years, and, by my past sui^cess, I begin to hope, that 
in about ten more, I may establish a right of heariujp 
from you once a quarter* The gout neither clears my 
head, nor warms my imagination; and I am ashamed: 
to own to you, how near the truth I kept in the de* 
scription of what passed by my bedside in the reading 
of your letter; The scene was really such as I painted 
it; and the company was much better than you seem ta- 
think it* Wlien I^ who pass a great part, very muck 
the greatest, of my life alope, sally forth into the worldy. 
I am veiy far from* expecting to improve myself by 

* Eodorsed, ** Answered, 0ecediibeir»** N . 
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die cooversatioQ I fiad there; and still fartlier from 
canc^ one jot of what passes there. lo short, I am 
no looger the bubble you koew roe: and therefore^ 
when I miogle Id society, it is purely for my amuse- 
meoL If mankind divert me (and. I defy them to give 
me your distemper, the spleen) it is. all I expect or 
ask of them. By this sincere confe^ion you may per* 
ceive, that your great masters of reason are not for 
my turn; their thorough bass benumbs my faculties* 
I seek the fiddle or the flute» something to raise, or 
something to calm my spirits agreeably; gay flights^ 
or soothing images. I do not dislike a fellow, whose 
imagination runs away with him^ and who has wil 
enough to be half mad ; nor him, who atones for a 
scanty imagination by an ample fund of oddnesses and 
singularity. If good sense and real knowledge prevail 
a little too much in any character, I desire .there m^ 
be M least some latent ridicule, which may be called 
farth upon occasion, and render the person a tol^ble 
companion. By this sketch you may judge of my ac^ 
quaintance. The dead friends with whom I pass my 
time you know. .The living ones are of the same 
qprt, and therefore few. 

I pass aver that paragraph of your letter which is a 
kiod of an elegy on a depaited minister;* and I promise 
you solemnly neither to mentipn him, ni^r think of him 
more, till I come to do him justice in a history of the dnt 
twenty years of this century, which I believe I shall 
write if I live' three or four years longer. But I must 
take a little more notice of the paragraph which folio ws» 
The verses I sent you are very bad, because they are 
not very good : mediocrihus esse poeds^ non diy non h4h 
mines, ^c. I did not send them to be admired; and 

• The £9rl of Oxford, vho died in June 1724. N. 
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you would do them too much honour if you criticised . 
them. Pope took the best party, for he said not one 
word to me about them. AllJ desire of you is to con* 
sider them as a proo( that you have never been out of 
my thoughts, though you have been so long out of my 
sight ; and, if J remember you upon paper for the future, 
it shaU be in prose. 

I must on this occasion set yo^ right, as to an opinion* 
which I should be very sorry to have you ejitertain con- 
cerning me. The term esprit fcrt^ in English, freethink- 
er, is^ according to my observation^ usually applied to 
them, whom I look-upon to be the pests of society ; be- 
<iause their endeavours are directed to loosen the bands 
of it; and to ti&e at least one curb out of the month of 
that wild beast man, when it would be well if he was 
cbeded by half a score others. Nay, they go farther. 
Revealed Religion is a lofty and pompous structure^ 
erected close to the humble «nd plain building of Natu- 
ral Religion. Some have objected to you, who are the 
architects H les concierges (we want that word in Eng- 
lish) of the former, to you who built, or at least repair the 
house, and who show the rooms, that to strengthen some 
parts of your own building, you shake and even sap the 
foundations of the other. And between you and me, Mr. 
Dean, this charge may b^ justified in several instances. 
But still your intention is not to demolish. Whereas 
the esprit fOTt^ or the freethinker, is to set upon puNiog 
down your house about your ears, that if he was let 
alone, he would destroy the other for being so near it, 
and mingle both in one commou ruin. I therefore not 
only disown, but detest this character. If indeed by es* 
prit fptU or freethinkd^, you only mean a man who 
makes a free use of his reason, who searches after truth 
without passion or prejudice, and adheres inviolably to 
it; you mean a wise and honest man, and such aone at 
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I laboitr to be. The faculty of distiogaiibiiig betiracii 
right andi^roog, trite mid felie, which we call reaioD, or 
comnioQ sense, which is giren lo ererj mao bjxiur boun- 
tiful Creator, and which roost tfiCQ lose by neglect, is the 
light of the miad, and ought to guide all operations of it. 
To abandon this rulcf, and to guide our thoughts by any 
other, is full as absurd, as it would be, if you should put 
out your eyes, and borrow even the best staff, that ever 
was in the family of the Stijjffsy* when you set out u{x>n 
one of your dirty joumies. Such freethinkers as these 
I am sure you cannot, even in your apostolical capacity, 
disapinrove : for since the truth of the divine revelation 
of Christianity is a^ evident as matters ot fact, on the be- 
lief of which so much depend^ ought To be, and agreea* 
ble to all our ideas of justice, thes6 ireethinken must 
needs be christians on the best foundation; on that 
which St. Paul himself established (1 think it was St. 
Paul) enmia probate^ quod banmn est^ tenete. 

But you have a farther security from these freethink* 
ers, I do not say a better, and Jt is this: the persons I 
am describing, think for themselves, and to themselves. 
Should they unhappily not be convinced by your argu- 
ments, yet Aey will certainly think it their duty not ta 
disturb the peace of the world by opposing you.t The 

* An aUiisiioD to Biclcerstaff N. . 

f Notwithstapdiog the deelaratioos maderb^ Lord BoUngbroke ta 
(his letter, he left his vritinss against religion to Mr. Mallet, with a 
view to their being published, as dppeArs by ht9 wUl; and with a 
positive and direct injunction to publish them, aa appears by a letter 
from Mr. Mallet to Lord Hy€e, Viscotmt Gombory, now in the Bri- 
tish Museum. We have therefore his lordship's own authority to sa^, 
that he was one of the pests of society ,^ even if the opinions, which he 
has advanced against religion, are true; for his endeavour is certain- 
ly directed to loosen the bands of it, and to take at least one curb ^t 
of the mouth of that wild beast man. Expressly to direct the publica- 
tion of writingr^ which, he believed, woutd^ubvert the morala and 
^ happiness of 90ciet^» at a tinie when he could derive no private 
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peace and happiaesa of maDkind is tbe great aim of these 
freethiokers; aod therefore, as those amoog them irhd 
remain iDcredulous, will not oppose you, so those whom 
teasoD enlighteoed hy grace has made believers, maj be 
sorry, and may express their sorrow, as I hay« dooe, to 
see religion perverted to purposes so contrary to her 
true intention, and first design. Can a good christian 
behold the mbisters of the me^k and humble Jesus, ex* 
ercising an insolent and cruel usurpatioo over their bre- 
thren ? or the messengers of peace and good news setting 
all mankind together by the ea^ ? or that religion, which 
breathes charity and universal benevolence, spilling more 
blood, upon reflection and by system, than the roost bar- 
barous heathen ever did in the heat of action and fury ' 
of conquest ? Can he behold all Uiis without a holy in- 
dignation, and not be criminal ? Nay, when he turns 
his eyes from those tragical scenes, and considers the 
ordinary tenoiir of things, do you not think he will be 
sho9ked to observe metaphysics substituted to the theo- 
ry, and ceremony to the practice of morality ? 

advantage from the mischief, was perhaps an act of wickedness more 
purely diabolical than any hiUierto uppn record in the history of any 
age or nation. Mallet had a pecuniary temptation to assassinate tbe 
morals and happiness of his country at Bolingbroke*s instigation : his 
crime therefore is not equally a p^roof of natural depravity, though it 
is impossible to suppose he had less conviction of the mischief he waa 
doing ; and it is also impossible to suppose, that he could seriously 
think any obligation to print BoUngbroke^s infidelity, in consequence 
of his injunction, equivalent to the obligation he was under to suppi ess^ 
it, arising from ^e duty which, as a man, he owed tohaman nature. 
The paragraph in Lord BoUngbroke*8 wiU, by which his writings 
are bequeathed to Mallet; the letter which Lord Cornbury wrote to 
Mallet, upon hearing he was about to publish tbe letters, including 
those on sacred history, and Malleus answei-, are, ior the reader** 
satisfaction, printed in the twentieth volume of this collection. Lord 
Combury*s letter is a monument that will do more honour to his rae- 
^ry, than all that mere wit or valour has achieved since tbe world 
began. H. 
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I make no doubt but you are by this time abuadantlj 
convinced of my orthodoxy, and that you irill naiiie me 
no more in the same breath with Spinosa, whose ^stem 
of one infinite substaaee I despise and abhor, asi I have 
a right to do, because I am able to show why I despi^ 
and abhor it. 

You desire me to teturb home, and you promise me, 
jo that case, .to come to London, loaden with your tra- 
vels. X am sorry to tdl you, that Liondon is in mj ap- 
preliension, as little likely as Dublin to be our place of 
rendezvous. The reasons ibr this apprehendoo I pass 
over ; knit I cannot agree to what you advance with the 
air of a maxim, (hat exile is the greatest punishment to 
men of virtue, because virtue consists inioving our 
country. Examine the nature of this love, from whence 
.it arises, how it is nourished. What the bounds'and mea- 
sures of it are; and after that you will discover. How far 
it is virtue, and irhere it becomes simplicity, prejudice, 
folly, aud even enthusiasn). ' A virtuoUs man in exile 
mdy properly ebough be styled unfortunate; but he 
cannot be called unhappy. Tou remember the reason 
which Brutus gave, ^ Because wherever '^he goes he 
carries his virtue with him«'^ There is a certain bulky 
vohirae, wJiich groMt daily, and the title of which must^ 
I think, be Ifocte^. Gatlicm. There you may perhaps 
one day or otl^er see a dissertation upod this subject : 
and to return you threatening for threatening, you shall 
be forced to read it out, though you yawn from the"" first 
to the last page. *^ 

The word Ireland was struck out of the paper you 
mention ; that is to satisfy your curiosity : and to kindle 
it anew, I will tell you, that this anecdote, which I know 
not how you came by, is neither the only one, nor the 
most considerable one of the s^me kind. The person 
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yoii are so inquintive about,'*' returns into England the 
latter end of October. She bas so great a mind to see 
you, that I am not sure she will not undertake a journey 
to Dublin. It is not so far from London to Dublin as 
from Spain to Padua; and jou are as well worth seeing 
as Livy. But I woukl much rather you would leave 
the humid cHmate, and the dull company, in which, ac- 
cording to your account, a roan might grow old between 
twenty and thirty. Set your foot on the continent; I 
dare promise, that you will, in a fortnight, have gone 
back the ten years you lament so much, and be returned 
to that age, at which I left you. With what pleasure 
should I hear you inter vinafugatn Stella mosrereproter- 
9m? Adieu. 



FROM EDWARD, EARL OF OXFOflD. 

eooD MR. DEAN, Wimple^ !2Vov. 2, 1724. 

ThbiCe has fiothing of late given me so much real 
trouble and uneasiness, as mj having so long deferred 
writing to you, to make my acknowledgments for your 
most kind letter, and to assure you that I took every 
part of your obliging letter in the manner you would 
wish me to do : I must say, that amid my grief and con* 
cern, it gave me a secret pleasure to find that I was 
thought of by you ; and what was a greater addition, 
that you still retained the same thoughts and sentiments 
of qiy dear father, and that you had not laid aside the 
design you once entertained, of transmitting his name 
and story to posterity. I did delay writing some time, 
because I was in great hopes I should have been able 

* Hif lonMiip'f second wife, a French ladjr. H. 
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to htre giveo you a. much more satisfactoiy account 
tbao I am oow able to give, aotwithstaoding the search 
I have made io answer to jour questioo, ^ If he had left 
BDj memoba behind him ;" I mippose 70U mean in rela- 
tfon to himself I have not been able to find any among 
his papers in town. This, with some other afl^rs^ drew 
the time into the length, it ia; but I assure jou^ if I 
have the satisfaction to hear from you again (as I hope 
I shall) I will be more punctual in my returns; for I 
inil allow nobody to value and esteem you more than I 
do. 

There Is certainly a very great number ^f materials 
for a histaiy, a. vast cdlectioo of letters and other pa> 
pen^ a ^at deal may^ be supplied elsewhere; but give 
me leave to say, that if you do not come into England 
nothing can be done; it will not be possible to do any 
lUng to purpose. Without this view, there would be 
nobody more welcome to me than yourself; you should 
live in your own way, and do just what was most agree* 
able to yon : I hhye houses enoi^h, you shall take your 
chmoe: I must with earnestness repeat it to you ag^dn. 
Chat I b^ you will tluidc of this matter seriously. 

As to what you mention of the picture, I have often 
beard iny fadier say, that he did design to sit for you» 
but did not : I shall certainly take care that -you shall 
have a picture, and a good one; pray let me know what 
size you would have it of: if you design it should fit 
any particidar place, you must send me the exact mea- 
sure of the place. 

Tour sister,* as you used to call her, is much your 
servant; she has been at the Bath for some time; she 
is better than when she went. I suppose you hear some* 
times fiom our firiend Mr. Pope : he has taken another 

* Lady OiTord. P. 6* 
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Toy^ ioto Homer^laod,^ as Gzy calls it; I wish he 
muy make an advantageous voyage df it. 

I dbubt you will say, that since I was so long before 
1 began to write, that now I have begun I do not know 
when to end; I will therefore tell you what I am with 
great truth, sir. 

Your mo^ obedient humble servant, 

OXFORD- 

I desire your acceptance df a ring, a small remem- 
brance of my father. How shall I send it you ? 



FROM A Q.UAKER.t 

WHEN THREE tiVKD&ED POINDS WERE OFFERED FOR 
TAKING UP THE DRAPIER, IK 1724. 

^ And the people said unto Saul» shall Jonathan die, 
who hath wrought this great salvation in Israel ? God 
forbid : As the Lord liveth, Uiere shall not one hair of 
his head fall to the ground ; for he wrought with God 
this day. So the people rescued Jonathan, that he died 
not."t 



TO DR. SHERIDAN. 

Jm. 25, 1 724-5. 
I HATE a packet of letters, which I intended to send 
by Molly, who has been stopped three days by the bad 

• Translaiioii of tiie Odyney, D. S. 

t Another member of this pacific tribe hat testified hit esteem for 
our author in a more substantial manner, if we may be aUowed to 
say, ^* A solid gammon weighs down empty praise.*' See a letter 
dated March 29, 1724. N. 

t 1 Sam. chap. xir. fer. if. 
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weatti^r; but novr I wiU seod them b^ tbe post to-mor- 
TOW to Kells, and, enclosed to Mr. Tickell, there is one 
to 7011, and one to James Stopford. 

I can do no work this terrible weather; which has 
put' us all seventy times out of patience. — I have been 
deaf nine days, and am now pretty well recovered 
again. 

Fraj desire Mr. Stanton and Worral to contioue giv- 
iDg themselves some trouble w:ith Mr. Pratt; but let it 
succeed or not, I hope I shall be easy. 

Mrs. Johnson swears it will rain till Michaelmas. She 
is so pleased with her pickax; that she wears it fastened 
to her girdle on her left side, in balance with ber watch. 
The lake is stvangely overflown,* and we are desperate 
about turf, bcjng forced to buy it three miles off: and 
Mrs. Johnson (God help her) ^ves you many a curse. 
Your mason is come, but cannot yet work upon your 
garden. Neither can I agree with him about the great 
wall. For the rest, vide the letter you will have on 
Monday, if Mr. Tickell uses you well. 

The news of this^ country is, that the maid you sent 
down, John F^elly^s sister, is married; but the portion 
and settlement are yet ft secret. The cows here never 
give milk on Midsummer eve. 

You would wonder, what carking and caring Uiere is 
am«»ng us for small beer and lean mutton, and starved 
lamb, a^d stopping gpps, and driving cattle from tbe 
com. In tbat we are all-to*be-Dingleyed. 

The ladies' room smokes ; the rain^drops from the skies 
into the kitchen; our servants eat and drink like the 
devil, and pray for rain, which entertains them at cards 

* This should be ^ ovtrflmtdy'' as overflown is the participle of the 
vert) to overfly. S; 
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and fdeep ; whieh are/inudi lighter than spades, sledgesy 
and crows. Their maxim is, 

Eat la^e a Turk, 

Sleep like a dormoiM; 
Be last at "If ork. 
At victuals fiCH^most 
Which is all at preseot, hoping jou and your good fa*^ 
mil J are well, as we are all ^t this present writing, &e, 

Robin has jiist carried out a load of bread and cold 
meat (or breakfast ; this is their way; but now a cloud 
hangs over them, for fear it should hold up, and the 
clouds blow offl 

' I write on till Molly oomes in for the letter. O, Hrhat 
a draggletail will she be before she gets to Dublin ! I 
widi she may not faiqi^ to fall upon her back by the 
way. 

I affirm against Aristotle, that cold and rain coop^ 
gate bomogenes, for they gather together you and your 
crew, at whist, punch, and claret Happy weather for 
Mrs. Maul, Betty, and Stopford, and all true loven of 
cards and laziness. 

The Bleasings of a Country Life. 

Far firom our debtors^ 

Nor Dublin letters, 

Not seen by our foetter|» ^ 

The Plagues of a Countay Life. 

A companion with newa^ 

A great want of shoes; ' 

Bat lean meat or choose ; 

A church without pews. 
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Our horses astraj, 
No straw, oats or haj ; 
December in Ma^, . ^ 
Ourbojsruo away. 
All servants at play. 



Molly sends for the letter* 



. TO MRS. PRATT, 

ON HER PRESENT OF A FIRE SCREEN, ADORNED WITH 

FAINTED MAPS. 

MADAM, March 18, 1724-5. 

Mrs. FiTKHAURipE did the unkindest thing she could 
imagine^: i^e sends an open^ note by a servant (for she 
was too much a pmde to write me a letter,) during that 
the dean of St Patrick's should inquire for one How- 
ard, master of a ship, who had bi'ought over a screen to 
him, the said dean, from Mrs. Pratt. Away I ran to 
the customhouse, where they told me the ship was 
expected every day: but the god of winds, in con- 
federacy with Mrs. Fitzmaurice to teaze me, kept the 
ship at least a month longer, and left me miserable in a 
state of impatience, between hope and fear, worse than 
a lady who is in pain that her clothds will not be ready 
against the birth-day. I will not move your good na- 
ture, by representing how many restless nights and days 
I have passed, with what dreams my sleep hath been 
disturbed, where I sometimes saw the ship sinking, my 
screen floating in the sea, and the mermaids struggling 
which of them should get it for her own apartment. At 

last Mr. Medlycott, whose heart inclines him to pity the 
VOL. xvii. B 
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distressed/gave me hotice of its safe arrival: he inter- 
posed his authority, and, overruling the tedious forms of 
the customhouse, sent my screen to the deanery, where 
it Yas immediately opened, on Tuesday, the 16th inst. 
three minutes seven seconds after four o'clock, in the af- 
ternoon, the day being fair, but somewhat windy, the 
sun in Aries, and the moon within thirty-nine hours 
eight seconds and a half of being full ; all which I had, 
by consulting Ptolemy, found to be fortunate incidents, 
prognosticating, that, with due care, ipy screen will es- 
cape the mops of the housemaid, and the greasy hands 
of the footmen. 

At the opening the screen just after dinner, some com- 
pany of both sexes were present : the ladies were full 
of malice, and the men of envy, while I remained very 
affectedly calm. But all agreed, that nothing showed a 
better judgment, thao to know how to make a proper 
present, and that no present could be* more judiciously 
chosen ; for no man in this kingdom wanted a screen so 
much as myself, and besides, since I had left the world, 
it was very kind to send The World to me. However, 
one of the ladies affirmed, " That your gift was an open 
reflection upon my ^ge ; that she had made the same 
present some time ago to her grandfather; and that she 
could not imagiue hoyv any of her sex would send a 
screen to a gentleman, without a design to insinuate, that 
he was absolutely un komme sans cansequenceJ''* For 
my own part, I confiess, I never expected to be sheltered 
by the world, wlien I have been so long endeavouring 
to shelter myself from it. 

See how ill you bestow your favour, where you meet 
witii nothing but complaints and reproaches instead of 
acknowledgments, for thinking, in the midst of courts 
and diversions, upon an absent and insignificant man, bu- 
rkd in obscurity : but I know it is as hard to give thanks 
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86 to take them; therefore I shall say no more, tfaaa 
that I receive your acceptable preseot, just as I am sure 
you desire I should. Thoiiq^h I eanuot sit under my 
own vine, or my own fig-tree, yet I will ^t under my 
own screen, aqd bless the giver ; but I cannot promise it 
will add one jot to the love and esteem I have for you, 
because it is impossible for me to be more than I have al* 
ways been, and shall ever continue, 

Madam, 
Your most obedient and obliged servant, 

JONATHAN SWIFT. 

I just observe, that the two celestial maps are placed 
at the bottiom, within two inches of the ground ; which 
is the most fashionable circumstance in the whole work. 

I sometimes dine in a third place with your stoic Mr. 
Pratt ; and find he continues in health, but of late very 
busy, and a courtier. 

I desire to present my most humble service to my lady 
Savile* 

Mr. Fitzmaunce dines temperately at a tavern ; an(} 
.sometimes with clergymen, for want of better company. 

Mr. Medlycott dines with me every Sunday, and 
goes to church like any thing. 

Mrs. Fitzmaurice is left desolate ; I reckoned but fif- 
teen ladies and five gentlemen the other night in her 
play room, and I condoled with her upon it. It is 
thought she will fall out with my Lady Carteret, for 
drawing away her company ; but at present they are 
very great, as I find by consulting them both. 

I think you are acquainted with Lady Wcn^eley; if 
so, tell her how angry I am, at her not coming to Ire- 
land as I expected, and was told she was actually landed $ 
whereupon, beii|g at tliat time confined by a deafness, I 
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writ her a most cavalier letter, which, being brought 
back, I tore in a rage. 

Miss Carteret is every daj getting new maga^nes of 
«rffl% to destroy all England upon her return. 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY LORD CARTERET, 

LOBD IrlEUTENANT OF IRBLAMD. 

MY LORi>, Deanety-House^ April 1 7, 1 725. 

i HATS been so long afflicted with a deafness, and at 
present with a giddiness in my head (both old distempers) 
that I have not been able to attend your excellency and 
my Lady Carteret,, as my inclination and duty oblige 
me ; and I am now hasting into the country, to try what 
exercise and better air will do toward my recovery* 
Not knowing how long I may be absent, or how soon 
you may think fit to leave this kingdom, I take this oc- 
casion of returning your excellency, and my Lady Car- 
teret, my most humble acknowledgments for your gi^eat 
civilities toward me, which I wish it were in my power 
to deserve. 

I have only one humble request to make to your ex- 
cellency, which I had in my heart ever since you wei-e 
nominated lord lieutenant; and it is in favour of Mr. 
Sheridan. I beg you will take your time for bestowing 
on him some church livipg, to the value of a hundred 
and •fifty pounds per annum. He is agreed on all hands 
to have done more public service, by many degrees, in 
the education (A lads, than any five of his vocation ; and 
has much more learning than usually falls to the share 
of those who profess teaching, being perfectly skilled in 
the Greek as well as Latin tongue, and acquainted with 
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all the ancient writers, in poetry,' pliilosoph j, and his- 
tory. He is a man of good sense, modesty, and virtue. 
His greatest fault is a wife and four children ; for which 
there is no excuse, but that a wife is thought necessary 
to a schoolmaster. His constitution is so weak, that, in 
a few years, he must give up his business ; and probably 
must starve, without some preferment, for which he is an 
in solicitor. My lord bishop of Elphin has promised to 
recommend this request to your excellency. And I 
1k^ yeu will please to beUeve that it proceeds wholly 
from justice and humanity, for he is neither a depend- 
ant nor relation of mine. / 

I humbly take my leave; and remain, with the ut- 
most respect, 

My lord, &c. 



TO DR. SHERIDAN. 

QtuUcOy June 28, 1725. ^ 
IL ov run out of your lime so men ily, ffiat you are 
forced to anticipate it like a young heir, that spends his 
fortune faster than it comes in ; for your letter is dated 
to-morrow, June 29, and God knows when it was writ, 
or what Saturday you mean ,* but I suppose it is the next, 
and therefore your own mare, and Dr. Swift's horse or 
/Dare, or some other horse or ibare, with your own mare 
aforesaid, shall set out on Wednesday next, which will 
be June 30, and so they will have two nights rest, if 
you b^giu your journey on Saturday. Tou are an un- 
lucky devil, to get a living"^ the farthest in the king- 
dom from QAiilca. If it be worth two hundred pound a 

^ In the oounty of Cork. R. 



• 
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Tear, mj lord lieutenaot has fnii barely kept his woi^ 
for the other fiflj. must go in a curate and visitatioQ 
charts, and poxes, proxies I mean. If you are under 
the bishop of Cork^, he is a capricious gentleman ; but 
you roust flatter him monstrously upon his learning and 
his writings ; that yoti have read his book against To- 
land a hundred times, and his sermons (if he has printed 
any) have been always your model, &c. Be not disap- 
pointed, if your living does not answer the sum. Get 
letters of recommendation to the bishop and principal 
clergy, and to your neighbj»uring parson or parsons par- 
ticularly. I often advised you to get some knowledge 
of tithes and church livings. You must learn the ex- 
tent of your parish, the general quantity of arable land 
and pasture in your parish, the common rate of tithes 
for an acre of the several sorts of corn^ and of fleeces 
and lambs, and to see whether you have any glebe ; pray 
act like a man of this world. I doubt being so far ofl^, 
you must not let your living as I do, to the several far-^ 
mers, but to one paan : but by all means do not let it for 
ntorv^illaa ooe^^taai'^ till you are surely apprised of the 
real worth ; and even then never let it for above three. 
Pray take my advice for once, and be very busy while 
you are there. It is one good circumstance, that you 
got such a living in a convenient time, and just when 
tithes are fit to be let; only wool and lamb are due In 
spring, or perhaps belong to the late incumbent. You 
may learn all on the spot, and your neighbouring pat- 
gqns may be very useful, if they please, but do not let 
them be your tenants : advise with archdeacon Wall, 
but do not follow him in all things. Take care of the 
principal squire or squires, they will all tell you the 
i^rorst of your living; so will the proctors and tithe 

* i}r. Feter Brovq. H' 



DOCTOR SWIFT. 31 

jobbers; but you will pick out truth from among them. 
Pray show yourself a man of abiihies. After all I am 
bat a %veak brother myself; perhaps some clergy in Dub- 
lin, who know-^that couutiy, will farther inform you. 
Mr. Townsend of Cork will do you any good offices on 
my account, without any letter. Take the oaths hear- 
tily, and remember that party was not made for depend- 
ing puppies. I forgot one principal thing, to take care 
of going regularly through ail the foro^ of oaths and in- 
ductions ; for the least wrong step will put you to the 
trouble of repassing your patent, or voiding your living. 



TO Dfl. SHERIDAN. 

QuUca^ June 29, 1 725, 

I WROTE to you yesterday, and said as many things as 
I could then think on, and gave it a boy of Kells who 
brought me yours. It is strange, that I, and Stella, and 
Mrs. Mackfadiu,^ should light on the same thought, to 
advise you to make a great appearance of temperance 
wbile you are abroad. But Mrs. Johnson and I go far- 
ther, and say, you must need» observe all grave forms, 
for the want of which both you and I have sulTered. On 
supposal that you ^re under the bishop of Cork, I send 
you a letter enclosed to him, whicfi I desire you will 
seal. Mrs. Johnson put me in mind to caution you not 
to drink or pledge any health in his company, for you 
know his weak side in that matter.f I hope Mr. Tick- 
ell has not complimented you with what fees are due to 
him for your patent ; I wish you would say to him (if he 

* Mrs. Mackfadia was mother to Dr. Sheridan's wife. H. 
f He wrote a pamphlet against drinking to the memory of the 
dead/ H. 
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tefuses them) that 1 told you it was Mr. Adc^isoD^is maX' 
im to excuse nobody* ; for here, says he, I may have 
forty friends, whose fees may be two guineas apiece ; then 
I lose eighty guineas, and my friends save but two 
apiece. 

I must tell you, Dan Jackson ruined his living by 
huddling over the first year, and then hoping to mend 
it the next ; therefore pray take all the care you can to 
inquire into the value, ancT set it at the best rate to sub- 
stantial people. 

I know not whether you bre^ under the l^shop of Cork, 
or not ; if not, you may burn ihe letter.' 

J must desire that you will not think of enlarging your 
expenses ; no, not fot some years to come, much less at 
present; but rather retrench them. Ifti^ight have 
lain destitute till Antichrist came, for any thing you 
could have got from those you used to treat; neither let 
me hear of one rag of better clothes for your wife or 
brats, but rather plainer than ever. This is positively 
Stella's advice as well as mine. She says, now you need 
not be ashamed to be thought poor. 

We compute, you cannot be less than thirty days ab- 
sent ; and pray do iw>t employ your tim« in lolling abed 

till noon to read Homer, but mind your business elfectU' 

« 

ally : and we think you ought to have no breaking up 
this August ; but aifbct to adhere to your school closer 
than ever; becau3e you will find that your illwishers 
will give out you are now going to quit your school, 
aince you have got preferment, &e. 

Pray send me a large bundle of exercises, good as well 
as bad, for I want something to read. 

I would have you carry down three or four sermons, 
and preach evfery Sunday at your own church, aad be 
very devout. ' ' -• 
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I sent you in my last a bill of twenty pounds on Mr. 
Worral ; I hope you have receiTed it. 

Fray remember to leave the pamphlet with Worral, 
and give him direction^, unless you have settled it al- 
ready some other way. You know, it must come out 
ju3t when the parliament meets. 

Keep these lettera where I advise you about your 
living, till you have taken advice. 

Keep very regular hours for the sake of your health 
and credit ; and wherever you lie a night within twenty 
miles of your living, be sure call the family that evening 
to prayers. 

I desire you will wet no commission with your old 
crjew, nor with any but those who befriend you, as Mr. 
Tickell, &c. "- V 



TO LORD CARTERET. 



i 



irv LORD, • July 3y 1 725. 

I AM obliged to return your excellency my most 
humble thanks for your favour to Mr. Sheridan, because 
when I recommended him to you, I received a very 
gracious answer; and yet I am sensible, that your chief 
motive to make some provision for him was, what became 
a great and good person, your distinguishing him as a 
man of learning, and one. .who deserved encouragement 
on account of his great diligence and success in a most 
laborious and difficult employment.* 

Since your excellency has had an opportunity so 
early in your government of gratifying your English 
dependants by a bishopric, and the best deanery in the 

* A schoolmaster: N: 
B 2 



34 ' LETTERS TO AND FROM 

kiogdom,! I cannot but hope that the clergy of Ireland 
■will have their share in your patronage. There is 
hardly a gentleman in the nation, who has i3ot a ne^r 
alliance ^vith some of that body ; and most of them \fho 
have sons, usually breed one of them to the church ; al- 
though they have been of late years much discouraged, 
and discontented^ by seeing strangers to the country al- 
most perpetually taken into the greatest ecclesiastical 
preferments, and too often under governors very different 
from your excellency, the choice of persons was not to be 
accounted for either to prudence or justice. 

The misfortune of having bishops perpetually from 
England, as it must needs quench the spirit of emulatioa 
among us to excel in learning and the study of divinity^ 
so it produces another great discouragement, that those 
prelates usually draw after them colonies of sons, ne- 
phews, cousins, or old college companions, to whom they 
bestow the best preferments in their gift ; and thus the 
young men sent into the church from the university here^ 
have n» better prospect than to be curates, or small coun- 
try vicars, for life. 

It will become so excellent a governor as. you, a little 
to moderate this great partiality; wherein, as you will 
act with justice and reason, so you will gain the thanks 
and prayei*s of the whole nation, and take away great 
cause of universal discontent. For, I believe your ex- 
cellency will agree, that there is not another kingdom in 
Europe, where the natives (even tho^e descended from 
the conquerors) have been treated, as if they were al- 
most unqualified for any employment either in church or 
state. 

Tour excellency, when I had the honour to attend 
you, was pleased to let me name some clergymen, who 

f Downc. W. 
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are generally understood by their brethren to be the 
most distinguii^ed for their learning and piety. I re> 
member the persons were Dr. Delany, Dr. Ward of the 
north, Mr. Ecklin, Mr. Synge of Dublin, and Mr. Cor- 
bet ;• they were named by me without any regard to 
friendship, having little commerce with most of them, but 
only the universal character they bear: this was the 
method I always took with my Lord Oxford at his own 
command, who was pleased to believe that I would not 
be swayed by any private affections, and confessed I 
never deceived him ; for I always dealt openly when I 
offered any thing in behalf of a friend, which was but 
seldom: because, in that case, I generally made use of 
the common method at court, to i^olicit by another. 

T shall say nothing of the young men am.ong the cler- 
gy, of whom the three hopefullest are said to be Mr. 
Stopford, Mr. King, and Mr. Dobbs, all fellows of the 
college, of whom I am only acquainted with the first. 
But these are not likely to be great expecters under 
^our. excellency's administration, according to the usual 
period of governors here. 

If I have dealt honestly in representing such persons 
among the clergy, as are generally allowed to have the 
most merit, I think I have done you a service) and am 
sure I have made you a great compliment, by distin- 
guishing you from most great men I have known these 
thirty years past; whom I have. always observed to act 
as if they never received a true character, nor had any 
value for the best ; and consequently dispensed their fa* 
vours without the least regard to abilities or virtue. 
And tins defect I have often found among those, from 
whom I least expected it. 

s 

* Dr. Francis Corbet succeeded Dr^ Swift in the deanery of St*, 
Patrick's jand died in August 1775, at the age of 92. N. 
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That your excellency may long live a blessiog and 
ornament to your country, by pursuing, as you have 
hitherto done, the steps of honour and virtue, is the 
most earnest wish and prayer of. 

My lord. 
Your exceOency's most obedient 

and most humble servant, 

JOWATH. SWIFT, 



TO THE REV. MR. WORRAL. 

QuUcOy July 12, 1725. 

} HATE receired your letter, and thank you heartily 
iw it. I know not any body, esEcept yourself whe 
would have been at so much trouble to assist me, and 
who could have so good success, which I take as kindly 
as K jou liad saved me from utter rum. Although I 
have witnesses that I acted- with indilfereney enough^ 
when I was sure I was not worth a groat, beside my 
goods. There appears to be only one hundred pounds 
remaining, according to my account (except this last 
quarter) add if I lose it, it is a trifle in comparison of 
what you have recovered for me. I think Mr. Fratt"^ 
has acted very generously, and like a true friend, as I 
always took him to be; and I have likewise good wit- 
nesses to swear,^ that I was more concerned at his misfor* 
tunes than my own. And so repeating my thanks ta 
you, but not able to express them as I ought, I shall say 
00 more on this subject; only that you may inquire 
where the money may be safely put out at six pounds 
per cent t beg pardon that I did not compute the inte> 

* Deputy Vice-treasuFer of Ireland. N. 
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rest of ^ WiUiam Fowoes's money, which reduces what 
18 due to me about fifty-irioe pounds. All of coDsequeuce 
18 my note to him for one hundred pounds. 

I gBijfe over all hopes of mj haj, as much as I did of 
my money; for I r^koned the weather had ruined it; 
but your good management c«i conquer the weather* 
But Charles Grattan^ the critic, says, the cocks are too 
large, considering the bad weather, and that there is 
danger they may heat Tou know best 

Mrs. Johnson says you are an ill manager; for you 
have lost me above three hundred apples, and only 
saved roe twelve hundred poynds. 

Do not tell me of difficulties how to keep the 

from the wall-fruit* Tou have got so ill a reputa- 
ibn by getting my money, that I can take no excuse; 
and I will have the thing effectually done, (hough it 
should cost me ten groats. Pray let the ground be 
levelled as you please, as it must likewise be new dung- 
ed, to good husbandry requires; friend £Uis will assist 
you. 

I am quite undone by the knavery of Sheriff and 
White, and all you have done for me with Mr. Pratt 
signifies nothing, if I must lose ten pounds. 

I had your lettar about Mrs. Johnson's money, and- 
she thanks you for your care ; and says, con^ering 
her poverty, you have done as much for her as for me. 
But I thought my letter to you was enougf^ without a 
letter of attorney ; for all money matters I am the great* 
est cully alive. 

litUe good may da you with your favourable wea- 
Uier; we hav^ had but five good days these twelve 
wed^ 

* Master of the freesebool at EnniBkiUen. F.^ 
i la Naboth'8 vineyard. D. S. 
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The ladies are prettj well; but Mrs. Johnson, after 
a fortnight's great amendment, bad yesterday a very bad 
day ; she is now much better. They both present their 
humble service to Mrs. Worral, and so do I, and am 
ever yours, &c. 

Jo."*^ who brings you this, desired me to lend bim 
twenty pounds, whieh I very prudently refused ; but 
said, if he would leave the worth of it in soap and can- 
dles in the deanery hous^, Mrs. Brent viewii^ them, I 
would empower you, as I do hereby^ to pay him twenty 
pounds, and place it to my account. 

JONATH. SWIFT. 

Pray desire Mrs. Brent to have ready a hogshead of 
bottles packed up as usual, of the same wine with the 
last sbe sent, and the next carrier shall have orders 
to call for it. 

Let Mrs. Brent take out what candles or soap areneces^ 
sary for the ladies, and only as much ^s will empty 
two of the boxes, that Jo. may have them ; I mean 
out of those boxes which he is to leave at the deanery 
for my security for the twenty pounds, which he is to 
receive from you. 



FROM LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

London, July 24, 1 725. 

Mr. Ford will tell you how I do^ and what I do. 
Tired with suspense, the only insupportable misfortune 



* Mr. Beaumont, aneiBifieiittaUow(^8DdleratTnm,iQthecoQDty 
ofMeatb. D. S. 
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of life, I desired, after nine years of autumnal promiMB, 
and vernal excuses, a decision ; and very little cared 
ifphat that decisioB was, provided it left me at liberty to 
settle abroad, or put me on a foot of living agreeably at 
home. The wisdom of the nation has thought fit, instead 
of granting so reasonable a request, to pass an act, whicb, 
fixing my fortune unalterably to this country, fixes my 
person here a^so : and those who had the least mind to-see 
me in England, have made it impossible for me to live ai^ 
where else. Here I am then, two thirds restored, my 
person s^fe (unless I meet hereafter with harder treat- 
ment than even that of Sir Walter Raleigh ;) and my 
estate, with all the other property I have acquired or 
may acquire, secured ta me. But the attaindei" is kept 
carefully and prudently in force, lest so corrupt a mem- 
ber should come again into the house of lords, and his 
bad leven should sour that sweet, untainted mass. 
Thus much I thoi^ht I might say about my private af- 
fairs to an old frienel, without divertio*g him too long 
from his labours to promote the advantage of the church 
and state of Ireland ; or, from his travels into those coun- 
tries of giants and pigmies, from whence he. imports a 
cargo I value at a higher rate than that of the richest 
galleon. Ford brought the dean of Derry* to see me. 
Unfortunately. for me, I was then out of town ; and the 
journey of ihe former into Ireland will perhaps defer for 
some time my making acquaintance with the other; 
which I am sony for. I would not by any means lose 
the opportunity of koowing a man, who can espouse in 
good earnest the system of father Malebranche,t and 

* Pr. Berkeley* of whom see a fartlier account in a letter to Lord 
Carteret, Sept. 3, 1724. H. 

. t The system of Malebranche, here referred to was, ** that oar 
ideas are distioct from our anderstandiog, and that we see all things 
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who is food of going a missiofiaiy into the West lodies.^ 
Mj zeal for the propagation of the gospel will hardly 
carry me so far f but nay spleen against Europe has more 
than once made me thiak of buying the dominion of 
Bermudas, and spending the remainder of my days as 
far as possible from those people with whom I have past 
the first and greatest par H>f my life. Health and every 
other natural comfort of life is to be had there, better 
than here. As to imaginary and artificial pleasures, we 
are philosophers enough to despise them. What say 
you ? Will you leave your Hibernian flock to some 
other shepherd, and transplant yourself with me into 
the middle of the Atlantic Ocean ? We will form a 
society more reasonable, and more useful, than that of 
Dr. Berkeley's college : and I promise you solemnly, as 
supreme magistrate, not to suffer the:cii^ency of Wood's 
hdfpence : nay, the coiner of them shall be hanged, if 
be presumes to set his foot on our island. 

Let me hear how you are, and what yim do, and if 
you really have any latent kindness still at the bottom 
of your hesurt for me, say something very kind to me, 
for I do not dislike being cajoled. If your heart tells 
yoiT nothing, say nothing, that I may take the hint, and 
wean myself from you by degrees* Whether I shall 
compass it or not, God knows : but surely this is the 
properest place in the world to renounce friendship in, 
or tofoi^et obligations* Mr. Ford ftays, he will be with 

in God/* ia other words^ material objects are Init the causes of oar 
ideas. Berkeley, in the early part of his life, wrote a dissertation 
against the existence of materia! beings and external olgectswith such 
sabtility, that Whiston acknowledged himself unable to confute it, 
and recommended the task to Dr. Clarke. The doctor, however, 
did not pursue it, and the dissertation remains unanswered to this 
time, except what has been attempted hj Baxter in his Treatise on the 
Soul. Bayle says, that Malebranehe*! system was qbIj that of P*^ 
BOcrUns, ameaded and refined, B. 
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118 again bj the beginniDg of the winter. Your stat*' 
will probably hinder jou from taking the same journey. 
Adieu, dear Dean. I had aomething more to say to you, 
almost as important as what I have said already, but 
company comes in upon me, and relieves you. 



FROM THE EARL OF OXFORD. 

lUEVEREKD SIR, Dovcr-street^ July 26, 1725. \ 

Mr. Clayton going to Ireland, I take the opportu- 
nity of writing to you, in the first plaee to tell you, that 
I am ready to make good my promise which I made of 
sending you d> picture ' of my father. The painter has 
done his part, so that the picture is now ready, but I do 
not know how to send it to you safe: you did tell 
me a gentleman should call, but where lie lives, or who 
he is, I know not J am very desirous you should have 
it, because it has been so long coming ; and I am very ' 
ambitious of doing any thing that may in the least be 
agreeable to you. You had heard of this sooner, but 
I have been for three montha out of town ; I made a 
Jong progress, even beyond Edinbui^h fifty miles. 

I inquire of you sometimes of Dean Berkeley :f I was 
fiorry to bear that you were tioubled with that melan- 
choly distemper, the want of hearing, although in some 
cases it is good; but one would have it in one's pow^ 
to hear or dot hear, as it suited best with one's inclina- 
tions. 

I am also sorry that there is no mention made of any 
design of your coming into England. I long much for it, 

*^ Mn. Johnson, the lady whom he celebrated by the name oC 
BteUa. H. 
f Or. Berkeley wasthen dean of Deny. D. S. 
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and do ffstter myself with the thouglits of seeiDg yon 
under my roof, where you shall exert more authority 
than I will allow to belong to any bishops made since 

. Do not lay acide all thoughts of coming over; 

change of air may do you good as well as the yoyage. 
I thank God your sister is very well, considering the 
way she is in; I hope. in two months, or thereabouts, she 
will be much better : she presents her humble service to 
you. Peggy is very welL 

Pope is weir I suppose; he is rambling about the 
country. I have the pleasure of seeing a picture which 
is very like you every day, and is as good a picture as 
ever Jarvis painted. 
I am, Sir, 

Yoiur most obedient 

humble servant and brother, 

OXFORD. 



TO MR. WORRAL. 

Quilcct^ Aug. 227, 1 725. 

1 WAs^heai'tily sotry to hear you had got the gout, 
being a disease you have so little pretence to ; for you 
have b^en all your fife a great walker, and a little 
drinker. Aidiough it be no matter how you got your 
disease, since it was not by your vices ; yet I do not 
love to thiJik I was an instrument, by Icfading you a 
walk of eight or nine miles, where your pride to show 
your activity in leaping down a ditch, hurt your foot in 
such a manner, as to end in your present disease. 

I have not yet heard of Mr. Webb, and if he should 
come here, I can do nothing with him ; for I shall not 
take my own judgment, but leave it to some able lawyer 
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to judge and recommend the gecurity; fc»r now it is 
tki»e for me to leam some iForklly wisdom. 

I thank 70U for (he purchase you hare made of IMs- 
tol beer; it wiH soon pay for itself, by saving me many 
a%>ttle of wine; but I am afraid it is not good foi' your 
gout. 

My deafness has left me abeve three weeks, and there- 
fore I expect a visit from it soon ; and it is somewhat 
less vexatious here in the country, because none are 
about me but those who are used to it. 

Mrs. WorraPs observation is like herself; 'she is an 
absolute corrupted city 4ady, and ^lees not know the 
pleasures of the country, even of this place, with all its 
mfnioDs of inconveniencies. But Mrs. Dingley is of 
her opinion, and would rather live in a Dublin cellar, 
than a country palace. 

I would fain have a shed thrown up in the farthest 
corner of Nafooth's vineyai-d, towai^ the lower end -rf 
Shebb's garden, tHI I can find leisure and courage to 
buiid a better in the centre of the field. Can it be done f 

The weather continues as foul as if there had not beea 
a <l«y of rain innhe summer, aud it will have som« very 
ill effect 00 the kingdom. 

I gave Jack Grattan"^ the papers corrected, and I 
think half spoiled, by the cowardly caution of him and 
others. He promised to transcribe them time enough, 
and my desire is they may be ready to be published upon 
the first day the parliament meets. I hope you wiH 
contrive it among you, that it may be sent unknown (as 
usual) to some printer, with proper directions. I haA 
lately a letter without a name, telling me that I have 
got a sop to hold my tongue, and that it is determined 
\re must have th|it grievance, i&c forced on us* 

* A ^ery wortb7 clergyman. F« 
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Mf iDteotlon is to return about tbe beginaiDg of Oc- 
tober, if my occasiooa do not hinder me. Before that 
lime it will be seeh how the parliament will act. They 
who talk with me, think ibe; will be slavei as uittal, 
and led where the government pleasea. * 

My humble service to Mn. Worrall. The ladies 
pieseot theirs to you both. 

J. SWIFT. 



;dward, eael of oxford. 

, Dmtr-street, Aug. 30, 1725. 

the favour of your letter ; I am vexed 

if tbe ring should oot have reached you ; 

tbe fault lay ; I hope you will soon re- 

ceive both tbe picture tod the ring safe : I have ordered 

them to tbe care of Erasmus Lewis, Esq. our old friend, 

and he Ib a punctual man, aad is well acquainted with 

Mrs. Ford, and my Lord Airan's chaplain, Mr. Charle* 

.1 . -L- ,gt[^jj ^i]| j,(,( fgj[ (||3j J jjgy^ 

not be wantlug in the least trifle, 

ff the value aad esteem I have, 

vill have for you. 

of you u tbe same whicb Mr. 

Ireland, and it is very like you, 

ictiu^jand though Mr. Jarvis is 

ace of lib majesty's painter, he 

I shall so nmch valiie as I do thsit 
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My. old fellow collegiate has <ioiie so right a thbg as 
to prefer one of ypur recommendation. 
I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

OXFORD. 

M7 wife sends her compliments to you ; she is as weO 
as can be expected. 



TO THE RE\r. MR. WORRAL. 

QuUcOi Atig. 31, 1725. 

I HATE yours of the 28th. I am still to acknowledge 
and thank you for the care of my little affairs. I hope 
I shall not want the silver; for I hope to be in town by 
the beginning of October, unless extreme good weather 
G^all invite me to continue. 

Since Wood's patent is cancelled, it will by no means 
be convenient to have the paper printed, as I suppose 
you, and Jack Grattan, and Sheridan will agree; there* 
fore, if it be with the printer,* I would have it taken 
back, and the press broke, and let her be satisfied. 

The work is done, and there is no more need of the 
Drapier. 

Mrs. Johnson does not understand what you mean by 
her stamped lioen, and remembers nothing of it, but sup- 
poses it is some jest. 

The ladies are well ; all our services to Mrs. Worral. 
Mi's. Dingley at last discovered the meaning of the 
stamped linen, which makes that pai*t of my letter need- 
less. 

* Mrs. Harding. F. 
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Vrtf pay J% Beamount four ponndi ibr a hoffe I 
bougbt from bim, and place it to mj account. 

T.S. 

When Jo. briags you a piece of lioes of tweuty-fbur 
yards, pray put my name upon it, and pay him ax 
panada eigbt Bbillttiga. 



i:ORGE ROCHFORT, ESQ, 

Wtdnesdaij morning, S^ 9, 1 725. 
stand in need of the advice I bestowed 
nigbt, and tlierefore if you have not 
lid, I would prescribe a Bmall jaunt hx 
Belcamp* thu moniing. If you fiud younelf thus dia- 
poaed, I trill wait Air you here in my boats: ibe wea- 
ther may perhaps look gloomy at the deanery ; but I can 
UKire you it ia a Sne day in the padsh.t where we set 
up for as good tastes as our neighbours : to conviiice you 
of ndne, I send you this hivitation. 
I am, dear Sir, . 

Your much <d)]iged and obedient savant, 
GEORGE ROCHFORT. 



TO DR. SHERIDAN. * 

Quika, Sept. II, 1725. ~ 

If you are indeed a discarded courtier, you have 

reason to complain, but none at all to wonder j yew ace 

■ Dr. Grattan'i, about 6ve miUafram Dublin. F. 

f St Mar/'i pari^ about a mile troai tbe deaneir. F. 



DOCTOR SWIFT. 47 

too y<smg for xxmiy experiences to fall in jo}» way, yet 
jdu have re^d enough to make you know the nature of 
man. It is safer for a man's interest to blaspheme God^ 
liian to be of a party out of power, ei* eves to be thought 
so. And since the last was the case, how could youim* 
agine that all mouths would not be open when you were 
received, and in some manner prefeired by the govern- 
ment, though in a poor way ? I tell you there is hardly 
•a whig. in Ireland, who would allow a potatoe and butter 
milk to a reputed tory. Neither is there any thing in 
your countrymen upon this article, more than what is. 
eomraoQ in all other nations, only quoad magis et minus* 
Too much advertency is not your talent, or else you had 
fled from that text, as from a rock.^ For as Don Q,uix- 
ote said to Sancho, what business had yo^ to speak of a 
halter in a family, where one of it was hanged ? And 
your innocence is a protection, that wise men are asham* 
ed to rely on, farther than with God. It is indeed' against 
common sense to think, that you should choose such a 
time when you had received a favour from the lord lieu- 
tenaot, and had reason td expect more, to discover your 
disloyalty in the pulpit. But what will that avail? 
Therefore sit down and.be quiet, and mind your busi* 
ness as you should do, and contract your friendships, 
and expect no more from man than such an animal is 
capable of, and you will every day find my description 
of Yahoos more resembling. You should think and 
deal with every man as a villain, without calling him 
so, or flying from him, or valuing him less. This is an 
old true lesson. You believe, every one will acquit you 
of any regard to temporal interest; and how came you 
to claim an exception from all mankind ? I believe you 

* " Sufficient to the day is the evil thereof i" oa which Dr. Sheri- 
dan preached on the first of August. -H. 



i 
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Talue your tempotral interest as much as -any body, but 
you have not the arts of pursuing it. Tou are mista- 
ken. Domestic evils are no more within a roan than 
others; and he who cannot bear up against the first, will 
sink under the second, and in my conscience I believe 
this is your case ; for being of a weak constitution, in an 
employment precarious and tiresome, loaden with cMI* 
dren, a man of intent and abstracted thinking, enslaved 
by mathematics, and complaint of the world, this new 
weight of party malice hath struck you down, like a 
feather on a horse's back already loaden as far as he is 
able to bear. Tou ought to change the apostle's ex* 
pression, and say, I will strive to learn in whatever 
state, &C. 

I will hear none of your visions ; you shall live at 
Ctuilca but three fortnights and a month in the year; 
perhaps not so much. You shall make no entertain- 
ments but what are necessary to your interests ; for your 
true friends would rather see you over a piece of mut- 
ton and a bottle once a quarter ; you shall be merry at 
the expense of others ; you diall take care of your health, 
and go^early to bed, and not read late at night ; and 
laugh with all men, without trusting any ; and then a 
fig for the contrivers of your ruin, who now have no 
farther thoughts than to stop your progress, which per- 
haps they may not -compass, unless I am deceived more 
than is usual. All this you will do, si mihi credis^ and 
not dream of printing your ser^ion, which is a project 
abounding with objections unanswerable, and with which 
I could fill this letter. Tou say nothing of havipg 
pi*eached before the lord lieutenant, nor whether he is 
altered toward you ; for you speak nothing but generals. 
Tou think all the world has now nothing to d0 but to 
pull Mr. Sheridan down, whereas it is nothing but a slap 
in your 4nm, and away. Lord Oxford said once to me 
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you) to Mr. Tickell. There the case is stated as well 
as I couM do it in generals, for want of knowing par- 
ticulars. When I come to town, I shall see the lord 
lieutenant, and be as free with him as possible. lo the 
mean time I believe it may keep cold ; however, advise 
-with Mr. Tickell, and Mr. Balaguer. I should fancy 
that the bishop of Limerick^ could easily satisfy his 
excellency, and that my lord lieutenant believes no more 
of your guilt than I, and therefore it can be nothing but 
to satisfy the noise of party at this juncture, that he acts 
as he does ; and if so (as I am confident it is) the effect 
-will cease without the cause. But without doubt, Tigbe 
and others have dinned the words tory and Jacobite 
into his excellency's ears, and therefore your text, &c. 
"was only made use of as an opportunity. 

Upon the whole matter you are no loser, but at least 
have got something. Therefore, be not like him who 
liauged himself, because going into a gaming-house and 
winning ten thousand pounds, he lost (ive thousand of 
it, and came away with only half his winnings. When 
my lord is in London we may clear away to him to do 
you anoihei- job, and you are young enough to wait. 

We set out to Dublin on Monday the 5th of October, 
and hope to sup at the deanery the next night, wh^reyou 
will come to us if you are not already engaged. 

I am grown a bad baliiiT toward the end of my ser- 
vice. Your hay is well brought in, and better stacked 
than usual. All here are well. 

I know not what you mean by my having some sport 
soon ; I hope it is no sport that will vex me. 

Pray do not forget to seal the inclosed before you 
send it. 

I send |0u back your letter to the lord lieutenant. 

* Dr. WiMiam BurscOw. N. 
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TO DR. SHERIDAN. 

QuUca, Sept 25, 1 725. 

Your confusion hindered you from giving any ration- 
al account of your distress, till this last letter, and there- 
in you are imperfect enough. However, with much 
ado, we have now a tolerable understanding how things 
stand. We had a paper sent inclosed, 8ubscnl>ed by 
Mr. Ford, as we suppose ; it is in pi-int, and we all ap- 
prove it, and this I suppose is the sport I was to expect. 
I do think it is agreed, that all animals fight with the 
weapons natural to them (which is a new and wise re- 
mark out of my own head) and the devil take that ani- 
mal, who will not offend his enemy, when he is provoked, 
with his proper weapon ; and though your old dull horse 
little values the blows I give him with the but end of 
my stick, yet I strike on and make him wince in spite of 
his dullness ; and he shall not fail of them while I am 
here ; and I hope you will do so too to the beast who 
has kicked against you, and try bow far his insensibility 
will protect him, and you shall have help, and he will 
be vexed, for so I found your horse this day, though he 
would not move the faster. " I will kill that flea or louse 
which bites me, though. I get no honour by it. 

Laudari ah iss, qnps mmus laudant, is a maxim ; and 
the contrary is equally true. Thank you for ihe offer 
of your mare ; and how a pox could we come without 
her? They pulled off her and your horses' shoes for 
fear of being rid, and then they rode them without shoes^ 
and so I was forced to shoe them asain. All the fel- 
lows here would be Tighes,- if they were but privy 
counsellors. You will never be at ease for your friend's 
horses or your own, till you have walled in a par|t of 
twenty acrep^ which I woulijl have done next spring. 
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You say not a word of the letter I sent you for Mr. 
Tickell, whether you sent it him w not ; and yet it was 
very material that I should know it. The two devils 
of inadvertency and forgetfuluess have got fast hold on 
you. I think you need not quit his and Balaguer's 
company for the reason I mentioned in that letter, be- 
cause they are above suspicions, as whiggissim and ttn- 
^tspectissind. When the lord lieutenant goes for Eng- 
land, I have .a method to set you right with him, I hope, 
as I will tell you when I come to town, if I do not 
Sheridan it, I mean forget it. 

I did a Sheridanism ; I told you I had lost your letter 
inclosed, which you intended to Lord Carteret, and yet 
I have it safe here. 



FROM DR. ARBUTHNOT. 

4 

BEAR stn, London^ Oct, 17, 1725. 

I HAVE the vanity to think, that a few friends have a 
real concern for me, and are uneasy Avhen I am in dis- 
tress ; in consequence of which I ought to communicate 
with them the joy of my recovery. I did not want a 
most kind paragraph in your letter to Mr. Pope, to con- 
vince me, that you are of the number; and I know 
that I give you a sensible pleasure in telling you, that I 
think myself at this time almost perfectly recovered of a 
most unusual and dangerous distemper, an imposthume 
in the i)owels; such a one, that had it been in the hands 
of a chirurgeon, in an outward ami fleshy part, I should 
not have been well these three months. Duke Disney, 
ottr old friend, is in a fair way to recover of such another. 
There have been several of them, occasioned, as I reck- 
on, by the cold and wet season. People have told m^ 
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«f jiew imjHMMire^ (as tipe^ c»Ued them) eveiy day* 
Poor Sir Williaip WyoAaia has ao impofiihume : I 
bope the Batb, where he b going, will do him good. 
The liopes of seeing once more the Dean of St. Fat- 
rick's, rew^es my spirits. I cannot help imagining 
aome of our old eluh m^t togetl^er like mariners after ^ 
storm. For God's sake do not tantalize jour friends 
any more. I can prove by twenty unanswerable argu- 
ments, that it is ahsplutdy oeoessaiy that you should 
come BVser to Bn^and; tjiat it would be committing the 
greatest absui-dity that ever was, not to do it the next ap^ 
proachiog winter. I belles^ indeed, it is just possible 
to save your soul without it, and that is all. As for 
your boffk^ (of vjnth I h^e framed ip myself such an 
idea, that I am persuaded there is na doing any good 
upon mankind wilhoiit it) I will set the lelteis mysetf, 
father iban th«t it should jofit bo f ublished. But before 
you put^he fioisbiag baiid to it,' it is rjeaUy necessary to 
i» accpiai^ed with some new hnpcovements of mankind, 
that have appeared of late, and aro daily appeariog^ 
Jftmkind has an io^^haustible soiurce of loveotion in 
iiie way of folly and madness. I have only one fear, 
that wlien you come over, you will be so miidi coveted 
and taken up by the ministry, that unliess your ffieja^ 
meet you at tJidr.tables, they wil] have none of your 
company. This is really no joke ; t am quite in ear- 
nest. Your deafness is so necessary a thing, that I al- 
most begin to think it an affectation. I remember you 
used to ^reckon dinners. I know of near half a year's 
dinners, where you aite already bespoke. It is worth 
your while to come to see your old friend Lewis, who 
is wiser than ever he was^ the best of husbands. I am 
sure I can say from my own experience, that he is Ae 

• fiolliver's Travels, N. 
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best of friends. He was so to me, when be had litUe 
hope I should ever live to thank him. 

Tou must acquaint ine before 70U take jour jouroej, 
that we may provide a convenient lodging for jou among 
jour friends. I am called awaj this moment, and have 
onlj time to add, that I long to see joa, and am moM 
sincerely, 

Dear St, 

Yoor most faithful humble servaat, 
JO. ARBUTHNOT. 



FROM THE EARL OF OXFORD. 

REVBREWD SIR, Dooer-sbruty OcL 10, 1725. 

I HOPS you will excuse these few lines for once, whes 
I tell you, that yesterday morning, I thank God, my 
wife was safely delivered of a son, and both mother aodl 
child are as well as can be expected. I fancy this wiM. 
not be disagreeable news to the Dean of St. Patrick's, 
except he be very much altered, which I believe not 
I will not trouble you with any more, but to tell you 
that I am, with great respect. Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

OXFORD. 



TO THE REV. DR. STOPFORD. 

Wretched DubUn, in miserable Jrdand, 
DEAR JIM, Nev. 26, 1125. 

I HAD your kind letter from Paris, dated November 
14, N. S. I am angry with you for being so short, uo- 
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less you are resolved' Dot to rob jour journal book. 
What have vaus autres vtn^ageurs to do but write and 
ranable ? Your picture of K. C. I. will be a great pre- 
$eat wheneyer I shall receive it, which I reckon will 
be about the time of your return from Italy ; for my 
Lord Oxford's picture was two months coming from Lou- 
don. • 

Mr. Pope is very angry with you, and says you look 
on him as a prophet, who is never esteemed in his own 
country, and he lays all the blame upon you, but will 
be pacified if yon see him when you come back. Tour 
other correspondents tell me, tliat Mr. G. beside his 
clothes, lost 200/. in money, which to me you slur over. 
I like your Indian's answers well ; but I suppose the 
queen was astonished if she was told, contrary to her no- 
tions, that the great people were treated and maintained 
by the poor. Mi-s. Johnson denies you to be a slave, 
and says you are much more so in quality of a governor; 
as all good princes are slaves to their subjects. I think 
you are justly dealt with : You travelled with liberty 
to work your slavery ; and now you travel with slavery 
to work your liberty. The point of honour will not be 
so great, but you have equal opportunities to inform 
youi-self and satisfy your curiosity. The happier you 
were abroad in your first travels, the more miserable you 
were at your return ; and now the case will be directly 
contrary. I have been confined a fortnight with a little 
feverish disorder, and the consequences of it, but now 
am as usual with tolerable health. 

As to intelligence, here is the house of commons, with 
a Utile remains of the nation's spirit against Wood's coin, 
are opposing the court in unreasonable demands of mo- 
ney to satisfy the wanton and pretended debts of the 
crown, and all party but that of court and country seem 
to be laid asleep. I have said and writ to the lieu- 
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teoant what I tboughjt was right, and so haye my bftt» 
ters ; but all surJis auribus : This is enough for such a 
hermit as I to tell 70U of public matters. Tour firieixk 
are all well, a(id you have not been long enpu^ absjent 
for any material accident to fall out. Here is a great 
rumour of the king's being dead, or dyipg at ^Hoove^ 
which has not the least effect on any passion in me. D^;. 
Delany is a most perfect courtier^ Shmdan fiill of his 
own affairs and the baseness of the world ! Dr. Kelr 
shsun d son aise at home «r abroad ] the dean of St Fatr 
rick's sitting like a toad in a corner of hb great hojua^ 
with a perfect hatred of all public actions and persoOfti 
You are desired to bdng over a few of the testons^ aa^ 
what d'ye call (Julio's, I think) of Parma, Flpr^QCje, an^ 
Rome, which some people would be gladof fojr curioel^ 
lies, and will give you other money for the9). If yoi^ 
are rich enough to buy any good copies of picture hj 
great hcmds, I desire when you would b^y two to bijj 
three, and the third shall he taken off y qui: hapds, wi|j|| 
thanks, and all aiccidents be answered by die l^iy^- 
The people of Ireland have just found out that thj^ bir 
thers, sons, and brothers are not ma4^ bishops, judges 
or officers civil or military, and begin to thic^k it should 
be otherwise ; but the goveroment go on as if there were 
i)Ot a human creature in the kingdoi^ fit for any thii^ 
hut giving money. Your brothei* paid tlie i^Qpey tj» 
the lady — what would you have more ? Thb is a tim^ 
of no events. Kot a robbery or murder to be had, for 
want of which and poetry the hawkers are starvini^ 
Take care of your health, and come home by Switzerr 
land ; from whejoce travel blindfold till yoju get \k&c% 
which is tlie only way to make Ireland tolerable. I 
am told the provoRt has absolutely given away all your 
pupils. Fray God give you grace to be hated by hiaoi 
and all such beasts while you live. I excused your' 
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bashfulness to the lleiiteDaot, who said he observed and 
UDderstood it, and liked 70U the better. He could go- 
vern a i^iser nation better, but fook are fit to deal with 
foob ; and he seems to mistake our calibre, aod treats 
de haul m basy and gives no sugar plums. Our Dean 
Maul and Dr. Tisdall hfive taken upon them the care 
of the church, and make wise speeches of what they wiH 
amend in St. Andrew's vestry every week to a crew of 
parsons of their own kind and importance. The pri* 
mate and the Earl of Cavan govern the house of lords. 
The A. B. D. attacked the same in the castle (or giv- 
ing a good living to a certain animal called a Walsh 
black, which the other excused, alleging, he was pre- 
ferred to it by Lord Towushend. It is a cant word for 
a deer stealer. This fellow was leader of a gaqg, and 
had the honour of hanging half a dozen of his fellows in 
quality of infoimcr, which was his merit. If you cannot 
match me that in Italy, step to Muscovy, and from thence 
to the Hottentots. I am just going out of town for 
two days, else I would have filled my paper wiih more 
Dothiogs. Pray God bless you, and send you safe back ' 
to tills place, which it is a shame for any man of worth 
to call bis home. 



TO LORD PALMERSTON, 

AT UIS HOUSE IN ST. JAHEs's SaVARE, L0MDO|Y. 

MT i^RD Dublin, Jan, 1, 1725.6. 

I AM desired by one Mr. Curtis, a cleigyman of this 
town, to write to your lordship upon an aflfair he has 
much at heart, and wherein he has been very unjustly 
and injuriously treated. I do now call to mind whai 

c 2 
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I hear your lordship has written hither, that you were 
pleased many years ago, at tny recomraeDdation, to give ^ 
Dr. Ellwood a graut of a cbaml^er in the college, which 
is at your disposal. "For I had then some credit with your 
lordship, which I aoi toldl have now lost, although I am 
igooraot of the reason. I shall therefore only inform your 
fordship in one point : When you g9\e that grant, it was 
understood to continue during Dr. £11 wood's continuance 
in the college; but he growing to be a senior fellow, and re- 
quiring more conveniences, by changing one room, an4 
purchasing another, got into a more convenient apartment, 
and therefore those who now derive under the doctor, 
have, during the doctor's life, the same property as if 
(hey derived under your lordship*; just a» if one of your 
tenants should let his holding to another, during the term 
of his lease, and take a more covenient farm^ This is 
directly the case, and must convince your lordship im- 
mediately : for, Mr. Curtis paid for the chamber, either 
to the doctor, or to- those who derived under him, and 
till the doctor dies, or leaves the college, the grant is good. 
I will say nothing of Mr. Curtis's character, because 
At affair is a matterof short plain justice ; and, besides, 
l^ecause I would not willingly do the young man- an in- 
jury, as I happened to do to another whom I recom* 
mended to your lordship merely for your OAvn^ service,, 
and whom you afterward rejected, ex pressing your rea- 
son fordoing so, that I had recommended him, by which^ 
you lost the very person of the whole kingdom who by 
his honesty and abilities coufd have been most useftil to> 
you in your offices here. But these are some of the 
refinements among j ou great men, which are above my 
low understanding. And, whatever your lordship thfnks- 
of me, I shall still remain 

Your lordship's most obedient 
and most humble servant. 

J07ATH. SWIFT. 
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FROM LORD PALMERSTON. 

MB. DBAN, Jan. 15, 1725-6. 

I SHOULD not give myself the trouble to answer your 
polite letter, were I as unconcerned about character and 
reputation as some are. The principles of justice I hope 
I have learned from those who always treated you in 
another manner than you do me, even without reason. 

You charge me with injury and injustice done Mr. 
Curtis : he is still in his chamber ; till he is turned out, 
none is done him, and he is satisfied with my proceedings, 
and the issue I have put it op. Tour interest with mc 
(which if ever lost, such letters will not regain) procu- 
red Dr. £Uwood the use of that chamber, not the p9wer 
to job it. Your parallel case of landlord and tenant 
will not hold, without Dr. Ellwood has a writing under 
my hand ; if he has, I will fulfil it to a tittle ; if not, 
he is as a tenant at will, and when he quits, I am at li- 
berty to dispose of the premises again. 

Whoever told you Mr. Stanton was dismissed, be- 
cause you recommended him, told you a most notorious 
falsehood ; he is the young man I suppose you mean. 
The true reason was, his demand of a large additional 
salary, more than he had before my time ; so he left the 
office, and was not turned out. 

My desire is to be in charity with all men ; could I 

say as much, of you, you had sooner inquired into this 

matter, or if you had any regard to a family you owe 

80 much to ; but I fear you hugged the false report to 

cancel all feelings of gratitude that must ever glow in a 

generous breast, and to justify what you had declared, 

that no regard to the family was any restraint to you. 

These refinements are past my low understanding, and 

can only be comprehended by you great wits. 

c3 



I 
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I always thought in you I had a frieod in Ireteo^: 
but find myself mistaken. I ani sorry for H - niy com- 
fort 18, It b none of my fault. If you had taken any 
thing amiss, you might have known the truth from roe. 

1 shall always be as ready .to ask paidon when I have 

offended, as to justify myself wh^ I have not.. 

I am» Sir, 

Tour very humble servant* 



TO LORD PALMERSTON, 

AT HIS HOUSE IN ST. JAMEs's SaVARE, LONDON;* 

MT LOED, Jam. 2$, 1725-6. 

I DESIRE you will give yourself the last trouble T 
shall ever put you to ; I mean of reading this letter. I 
do entirely acquit you of any injury or injustice done 
to Mr. Curtis, and if you had read that passage relating 
to his bad usage a second time, you could not possibly 
have so ill understood me. The injury and injustice he 
received were from those who claimed a title to his 
chambers, took away his key, reviled and threatened to 
beat him, with a great deal more of the like brutal con- 
duct. Whereupon^ at hi?' request, I laid the case be- 
fore yo^, as it appeared to me. And it would have 
been very strange, if on account of a trifle, and of a per- 
son for whom I have no concern, farther tlian as he was 
employed by me on the character he bears, of piety and 

* This letter was formerly pr ioted from Swi(Vt rough draft, which 
he has dated Jao. 31, aod endorsed, ^* An answer to Lord Palmers' 
ton's civil polite letter." But the present editor has been favoured 
1i;ith the loan of the original, in which are several material altera^ 
tions. The noble lord, to whom it was addreFped, has written on ftl« 
imc)(ofit,"J^ot answered.'' K. 
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leacQii^ I ahould chai;ge you with iojurj and injustice 
to hiiD, when I knew frtm himself and Mx> Rea^og, 
tbat 70U werfe not answerable for eitlier. < 

As jm state the case of tenant at will, it is certain 
no law can compel yoiji ; but to ^7 tbe truth, I th^ 
had not law in tnj thoughts. 

N0W9 if what I writ of injury and i^ustjoe weie 
whoUy applied in plain tenns to 4>ne or two of the col* 
lege here, whose names were below my remembr^uiGf, 
you will cops^^ how I coi^ld deaer^e an aijiswer, in 
every line full of foul invectives, open reproaches, jest- 
ing flirts, and contumelioiis terms, and what title you 
have to give me suph contumelious treatment who never 
did ^he you least injury, or received the least obligatioa 
&om you. I own myself indebted to Sir William Teqi«- 
pie, for recommending me to the late king, altbouj^ 
w ithout success, and for his choice of me to take care of - 
his posthumous writings. But I hope you will not 
charge my living in his family as an obligation, for J 
-was educated to little ^ purpose, if I retired to his bouse 
on any other motives than the benefit of his conversa- 
tion and advice, and the opportunity of pursuing my 
studies. For, being lx>rn to no fortune, I was at his. 
death as far 'to seek as ever, and perhaps you will al- 
low that I was of some use to him. This I will yen- 
lure to say, that in the time when I had some little cre- 
dit I did fifty times more for fifty people, from whom I 
never received the \ed^ service or assistance. Yet I 
should not be pleased to hear a relation of mine re- 
proaching them for ingratitude, although many of them 
well deserve it; for, thanks to party, I have met in both 
kingdoms with ingratitude enough. 

If I have been ill informed in what you mention of Mr. 
Stanton, you have not been much better, that I declared 
no regard to the family (as you express it) was a re- 
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straiut to me. I never had the least occasion to use 
any such words. The last time I saw ^ou in London 
was the last intercourse I ever bad with the family. But 
having always trusted to my own innocence, I shall not 
be inquisitive to know my accusers. 

When I mentioned my loss of interest with you, I did 
it with concern, but I had no resentment, because I sup- 
posed it only to arise from different sentiments in public 
matters. 

My lord, if my letter were polite, it was against my 
intentions, and I desire your pardon for it ; if I have 
wit, I will keep it to show when I am angry, which at 
present I am not ; because, though nothing can excuse 
those intemperate words your pen has let fall, yet I 
shall give allowance to a hasty person, hurried on by a 
mistake beyond all rules of decency. If a first minister 
of state had used me as you have done^ he should have 
heard from me in another style, because in that case re- 
taliating would be thought a mark of courage : But as. 
your lordship is not in a situation to do me good, nor 
I am .sure of a disposition to do me mischief, so I should 
lose the merit of being bold, because I could incur no 
danger, if I gave myself a liberty which your ill usage 
seemed to demand. In this point alone we are exactly 
equal, but in wit and politeness I am ready to yield to* 
you, as much as I do in titles and estate. 

I have found out one secrcet, that although you caH 
me a great wit, you do not think me so, otherwise you 
would have been too cautious to have writ me such a 
letter. 

Tou conclude with saying you are ready to ask par- 
don where you have offend«:d. Of this I acquit you^ 
because I have not taken the offence, but whether you 
will acquit yourself must be left to jour conscience asd 
honour. 
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^ I have formerly upoa occasion been your humble 
servant in Ireland, and should not refuse to be so still ; 
but you have so useful and excelleut a friend in Mr. 
Reading, that you need no other, and I hope my good 
opinion of him will not lessen yours. I am. 
My lord, your most humble servant, 

JONATH. SWIFT. 



FROM DR. ARBUTHNOT. 

Tuesday^ three o^clocb, 
BEAR SIR, April 5, 1726. 

I HAVE been at your lodgings^ this morning, but yott 
was out early. Her royal highness begs the honour of 
a visit from yon on Thursday night at ievea o'clock. 
You are to be attended by, dear sir, 

Tour most faithful humble servant, 

JO. ARBUTHNOT. 

I hope you will not engage yourself at that houcf 
bat I shall see you before tliat time. 



TO MR. WORRALL. 

Lmthn^AjnH 16, 172^. 
The ladies have told you all my adventures, and I 
hear you aie ruining me with dungr I have writ seve- 

* Then in London. The Dean came hither in the beginning of 
April, 1726; and this invitation was made by her royal highness, 
afterward Queen Caroline, soon after ;. but it Is uncertain on what 
day. N. 
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ml timeg to the ladies, and shall soon do so again. I 
send jou enclosed the bill of ladiog for a picture that 
has lain lopg at sea ; 70U will be so kind to get it oat of 
the custom house. Mr. Medlicot* wiU make tt easy, if 
there should he any difficulties. My humble service 
to Mrs. Worrall, and the ladies, and all my fiiends. I 
thank Ood I am in pretty good health. I have noir 
company with me ; I can say no more. 

I hope you are all well. 

I got no voice at Oxford ; but am endeavouring for 
one here. 



TO TH^ EARL OF PETERBOROW. 

MT LOBD, ' AfrU 2B, 1726. 

Your lordship, having at my request, obtained for 
me an hour from. Sir Robert Walpole^t ^ accordingly at- 
tended him yesterday at eight o'clock in the morning, 

* RepreecntaiiFe in parliament for Westminster, and a comqiiopiotf- 
«r of the revenue in Ireland. N. 

f When Dr. Swift was in England in 1*3^ he went to see Sir B^ 
bert Walpole at Chelsea ; which drew the notice of all the company: 
but no one knew him till Sir Robert entered, who went ap to him 
very obligingly. Swift, without risiog up, or any other address, 
said, " For God's sake, Sir Robert, take me out of that Ireland, and 
place me somewhere in England.** — ** Mr. Dean," said Sir Robert, 
** I should be glad to oblige you ; but I fear removing you will spoil 
your wit Look on that tree (pointing to one ui^i«r Uie i\ indow) I 
tra^isplanted it from the hungry soil of Houglljbn to the Thames 
side ; but it is good for nothing here." This happened some years 
before the Dean's Rhapsody appeared, where Sir Robert has a/> 
ample share of pointed ridicule. In a letter to Mr. Pope, Oct- 90, 
1727, the Dean says, " 1 forgave Sir Robert Walpole a thousand 
pounds, mnJUlA gtmens^"* alluding to an order which he had, upon the 
exchequer, for that sum, a short time before the death of Qoecn 
Anne, which was nev^ paid. N. 
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and liad somewhat msufe ihm au hour's cytnveraaliQ* 
with him, Your lordship was this day pleased to io- 
quii-e what passed between that great miDister and mc; 
to which I gave fou some general answers, firom whence 
you said you could conipr^end little or nothing. 

I had no other desigo in desiring to see Sir Robert 
Walpole, than to represent the affairs of Ireland tp him 
in a true light, D9t ojaly witj^ut any yiew to mys^ 
but to any party whatspeir^r: ja^d, because I uodev- 
stood tl^e affais^ pf that )dng4o99 tojeraibly well, .and 
obs^exFcid the f^e;preseiatati<^s }i^ b9id received ii^ere jBUck 
as I could not agri>,e A9 ; uay piioicjpaj desiga was to sel 
h^ right, iM>t only /or tbe service of Irdaod, hut like- 
wm of Eiiglaud) Aa^.^ hi^.owo ad^istratioo. 

I failed T^y mudi in my design : for I saw be had 
conceived opinions from the examples ^d practices «f 
the .present, and somfc former governors, which I cmild 
sot ^eco!Ocile to the n^tloips I had of lib^y, a possession 
always uo4erBtQod by the Sritieb jnation to foe the iohe- 
ritance of a human creature. 

Sir lU^rt Walpole waspleasend to enlarge very much 
upop^ tlie sia^i^fifii of Ir£l#^d, in , a manner so aliev fro9i 
wh9^t I conceived to be the rights and privileges of a 
subject of £nglaad, that I did not think proper, to debatis 
the matter with him so much as I otherwise might, be- 
cause I found it would be in vdn. I shaU, therefore, 
without eateribg into dispute, make bold to i^otion to 
your lordship some few grievances of that kingdom, as 
it consists of a people, who, beside « natural right of 
enjoying the privileges of subjects, have also a claim of 
merit from their extraordioary loyalty to the present 
king^ and his family. 

fii-st. That all persons bom in Ireland, are called aqd 

f Kios George U N» 
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treated as IrishroeD, although . their fathers and grand- 
Athers were born in England ; and their predecessors 
having been conquerors of Ireland, it is humbly con- 
ceived they ought to be on as good a foot as any subjects 
of Britain, according to the practice of all other nations, 
and paKicularly of the Greeks and Romans. 

Secondly. That they are denied the natural liberty 
of exporting their manufactures to any country which is 
Dot engaged in a war with England. 

Thirdly. That whereas there is a university in Ire- 
land, founded by Queen Elizabeth, where youth are in- 
structed with a much stricter discipline than either in 
Oxford or Cambridge ; it lies under the greatest discou- 
ragements, by filling all the principal employments, civil 
and ecclesiastical, with persons from England, who have 
neither interest, property, acquaintance, nor alliance, iri 
that kingdom; contrary to the practice "of all other 
states in Europe, which are governed by viceroys, at 
least what hath never been used without the utmost dis- 
contents of the people. 

Fourthly. That iseveral of the bishops sent over t© 
Ireland, having been clergymen of obscure condition, 
and without other distinction than that of chaplains to 
the governors, do frequently invite over their old ac- 
quaintance or kindred, to whom they bestow the betst 
preferments in their gift. The like may be said of the 
judges, who take with them one or two dependents, to 
whom they give their countenance, and who consequent- 
ly, without other merit, grow immediately into the chief 
business of their courts. The same practice is fol- 
lowed by all othei-s in civil employments, if they have 
a cousin, a valet, or footman, in then: family, born in 
England. 

Fifthly. That all civil employments, grantabl^ in re- 
version, are given to persons who reside in England. 
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The people of Ireland, vbo are certaiolj the most 
lojal subjects in the world, canuot but conceive that 
most of the e hardships have been the consequence of 
some unfortunate representations (at least) in former 
times ; and the whole body of the gentry feel the effects 
ID a very ^nsible part, being utterly destitute of all 
means to make provision for their younger sons, either in 
the church, the law, the revenue, or (of late) in the ar- 
my : and, in the desperate condition of trade, it is 
equally vain to think of making them merchants. All 
tbey have left is, at the e^cpiration of leases, to rack their 
tenants, which they have done to such a degree, that 
there is not one farmer in a hundred through the king- 
dom who can afford shoes or stockings to his children, 
or to eat flesh, or drink any thing better than sour milk 
or water, twice in a year; so that the whole country, 
except the Scotch plantation in the north, is a scene of 
misery and desolation, hardly to be matched on this side 
Lapland. 

The rents of Ireland are computed to about a miHion 
and a half, whereof one half million at least is spent by 
lords and gentlemen residing in England, and by some 
other articles too long to mention. 

About three hundred thousand pounds more are re- 
turned thither on their accounts : and, upon the whole, 
those who are the best versed in that kind of knowledge, 
agree, that England gains annually by Ireland a millioD 
at ledst, which even I could make appear beyond all 
doubt. 

But, as this mighty profit would probably increase, 
with tolerable treatment, to half a million more : so it 
must of necessity sink, under the hardships that king- 
dom lies at present. 

And whereas Sir Robert Walpole was pleased to take 
notice, how little the king gets by Ireland ; it ought. 
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pefbafis^ to be ooosidered) that the revenue and taxes, I 
think, amoiiot to bbove four hundred thousand pounds a 
year ; and reckoning the riches of Ireland, compared with 
England, to be as one to twelve, the king's revenues ther^ 
would be equal to more than five millions here; which» 
considering the bad payment of rents, from such misera- 
ble creatures as most of the tenants in Ireland are, will 
be allowed to be as much as such a kingdom car^ bear. 

The current coin of Ir^elapd is reckoned at nipst, bi^t 
five hundnad thousand pounds ; so that above four fiit^s 
are paid ev^iy year iiKo the exchoqtier. 

I think k manifest, that whatever circumstance cap 
posably conti*ibute to make a couotiy poor and despica- 
ble, are all united with respect to Ireland. The nation 
iContrdied by laws to which they do, not consent^ dj^h 
owned by theii* brethren and couulrymeu, refused th^ 
liberty not o^y of trading with tbeif own n ^aj tMji facfaiy iBfc 
but jeven their native commodities, foirjped to stefi^ foft 
justice many hundred miles by sea and land, ^endere;^ 
ia a manner incapable of serving their ^ipg a^ couptry 
in any employment of honouir, trust, of prpfift; apd all 
tljds without the le««t d#fnerjt : wji^e ik^ ^verj^^r^ ^ept 
over thither can posslbl)^ bave no affeyc^oq to the pece 
pie, farther than what is instilled into tk&^ by tlieir own 
justice and love of mankind, which do n^t always opjO- 
rate ; and whatever they please to represept Uther u 
never-called in question. 

Whether the representatives of audit si p^ple^ thu^ 
dbtressed and laid in the dust, when they meet in a pai;- 
liament, can do the puiUic business with that cheerfulness 
which might be expected firom freeborn sufc^Jects^ wo^ld 
be a question in any other country, except that unfortu- 
nate island ; the English inhabitants whereof have givep 
more and greater examples of (bek loyalty and djji^ 
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Julaess than can be shown in any other part of the 
world. 

What part of these grievances may be-thonght proper 
to be redressed by so wise and great a minister as Sh* 
Robert Walpole, he perhaps will please to consider; es- 
pecially because they have been ail brought upon that 
kingdom since tlie revohition ; which, hmvevcr, is a 
blessing annually celebrated there with the greatest zeal 
and sincerity. 

I most humbly intreat your lordship to give this pa- 
per to Sir Robert Walpole, and desire him to read it, 
which he may do in a few minutes. I am, with the 
greatest respect, my lord, 

Your lordship's 

most obedient humble servant, 

JONATHAN SWIFT. 



TO DR. SHERIDAN. 

GOOD BOCTOB, Loiidm, July 8, 1 726. 

I HAVE had two mouths of great uneasiness at the ill 
account of Mrs. Johnson's health, and as it is usual, fear- 
ed the worst that was possible, and doubted all the good 
accounts that were sent me. I pray God her danger 
may warn her to be less wilful, and more ready to fall 
ilito those measures that her friends and pliysician ad- 
vise her to. I had a letter two days ago from Archdea- 
con Wall, dated six days before yours, wherein he gives 
me a better account than you do, and therefore I appre- 
hend she hath not mended since ; and yet he says he 
can honestly tell me she is now much better. Pray 
thank the archdeacon, and tell him he is to have a share 
in this letter; and therefore I will save him the tr^^iblc 
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of another. . Tell him also, that I never asked for my 
lOOOZ. which he hears I have got, though I mentioned it 
. to the princess the last time I saw her ; but I bid her 
tell Walpole,* I scorned to ask him for it, but blot out 
this passage, and mention it to no one except the ladies ; 
because I know Mrs. Johnson would be pleased with it, 
and I will not write to them till I hear from them^ 
therefore this letter is theirs as well as yours. The 
archdeacon farther says, that Mi-s. Johnson has not 
tasted claret for several months, but once at his house. 
This I dislike. I cannot tell who is the fourth of your 
friends, unless it be yourself: I am sorry for your new 
laborious studies, but the best of it is, they will not be 
your own another day. I thank you for your new style, 
and most useful quotations. I am only concerned, that 
although you get the grace of the house, you will never 
get the grace of the town, but die plain Sheridan, or 
Tom at most, because it is a syllable shorter than doc- 
tor. However, I will give it you at length in the super- 
scription, and people will so wonder how the news could 
come and return so quick to and from England, espe- 
cially if the wind be fair when the packet goes over ; 
and let me warn you to be very careful in sending for 
your letters two days after the commencement. You 
lost one post by my being out of town ; for I came hither 
to-day, and shall stay three or four upon some business, 
and then go back to Mr. Pope's, and there continue till 
August, and then come to town till I begin my jour- 
ney to Ireland, which I propose the middle of Au- 
gust My old servant Archy is here ruined and 
starving, and has puraued me and wrote me a letter, but 
I have refused to see him. Our friend at the castle 
writ to me two months ago to have a sight of those pa- 

* Sir Robert Walpole, afterward Earl of Orford. H. 
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pers, &c of which I brought away a copy. I have an- 
swered him, that whatever papers I have are conveyed 
from one place to another through nine or ten hands, 
and that I have the key. If he shoidd mention any 
thing of papers in general either to you or the ladies, 
and that you can bring it in, I would have you and them 
to confirm the same story, and lau^h at my humour in 
it, &c. My service to Dr. Delany, Dr. Heisham, the 
Grattans and Jacksons. There is not so despised a 
creature here as your friend^ with the soft verses on 
children. I heartily pity him. Thb is the first time I 
was ever weary of England, and longed to be in Ire- 
laud ; but it is because go I must ; for I do not love'lre- 
land better, nor England, as England, worse ; in short, 
you all live in a wretched, dirty doghole and prison, but 
it is a place good enough to die in. I can tell you one 
thing, t'liat I have had the fairest offer made me of a set- 
tlement here that one can imagine, which, if I were tea 
years younger, I would gladly accept, within twelve 
miles of London, and in the midst of tnj friends. But I 
am too old for new schemes, and especially such as would 
bridle me in my freedoms and liberalities. But so it is, 
that I must be forced to get home, partly by stealth,- and 
partly by force. I have indeed one temptation for this 
winter, much stronger, which is of a fine house and gar- 
den, and park, and wine cellar in France, to pass away win- 
ter iu,t and if Mrs. John^^n were not so out of order I 
would certainly accept of it; and I wish she could go to 
Montpellier at the same time. You see I am grown 
visionary, and therefore it is time to have done. Adieu. 

* Ambrose Philipa H. 

f Lord BoIiDgbroke invited the dean to spend a winter with him &t 
bis bouse in France, on the banks or the Loire. H. 
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FROM LORD PETERBOROW. 

Saturday evening J* 
One of yeur Irish heroes, that from the extremity of 
our English land, came to destroy the wicked brazen 
project, desires to meet you on Monday next at Parson's 
green. If you are not engaged, I will send my coach for 
you. 

Sir Robert Walpole, any morning, except Tuesday 
and Thttrsday, which are his public days, about nine in 
the morning, will be glad to see you at his London 
house. On Monday, if I see you, I will give you a 
farther account. 

Your afllbctionate servant, 

PETERBOROW. 



TO MR. WORRALL. 

Twickenham^ Jv^y 15, 172B.- ' 
fwisH you would send roe a common bill in form up- 
on any banker for one hundred pounds, and I will wait 
for it, and in the mean time bonow where I can. What 
you tell me of Mrs. Jolmson I have long expected, with 
great oppression and heaviness of heart. We have been 
perfect friends these thirty-five years. Upon ray advice 
they both came to Ireland, and have been ever since my 
coostant companions : and tiie remainder of my life will 
be a very melancholy scene, when one of them Is gone, 
whom I most esteemed upon the score of every good 
quality that can possibly recommend a liuman creature. 

♦ Endorsed * 1726, in summer.^ N. 
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I bare these two moDths seen through Mrs. Dingley's 
disguises.* And, indeed, ever since I left you, my heart 
has been so sunk, that I have not been the sante man, 
nor ever shall be again-; but drag on a wretched life, 
till it shall please God to call roe away. I must tell you, 
as a friend, that if you have reason to believe Mrs. John- 
son cannot hold out till my return, I would not think of 
corning to Ireland ; and in that case, I would expect of 
you, in the beginning of September, to renew my licence 
for another half year * which time I will spend in some 
retirement far from London, till I can be in a disposition 
of appearing after an accident that must be so fatal to 
my quiet. I wish it could be brought about tliat she 
might make her will. Her intentions are to leave the 
interest of all her fortune to her mother and sister, dur- 
ing their lives, and afterward to Dr. Stephens's hospital, 
to purchase lands for such uses there as she designs. 
Think bow I am disposed while' I wiite this, and for- 
give tlie inconsistencies. I would not for the universe 
be present at such a trial of seeing her depart. She will 
be among friends, that upon her own account and great 
worth, will tend her witli all possible care, where I 
should be a trouble to her, and the greatest torment to 
myself. Incase the matter should be desperate, I would 
have you advise, if they come to town, that they should 
be lodged in some airy healthy part, and not in the dean- 
ery : which, besides, you know, cannot but be a very 
improper thing for tliat house to breathe her last in. This 
I leave to your discretion, and I conjure you to burn 
this letter immediately, without telling the contents of it 
to any pei-son alive. Pray write to me every week, that 
I may know what steps to take; for I am determined 

• Probably endeavouring to conceal Mrs. Johnson's danger, in 
tenderaeis to the Dean. H. 

VOL. XVII. D 
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not to go to Ireland, to fiod her just dead, or dying. 
Nothing but extremitj could make me so familiar with 
those terrible words, applied to such a dear friend. L^ 
her know I have bought her a repeating gold watch, for 
her ease in winter nights. I designed to have surprised 
her with it ; but now I would have her know it, tbi^ 
she may see how 1x17 thoughts are always to make her 
easy. 

I am of opinion that there is not a greater follj than 
to contract too great and intimate a friendship^ wliicb 
must always leave the survivor miserable. 

On the back of Burton^s note there was wntten the 
account of Mrs. Jdmson's sickness. Pray, in your next 
avoid that mistake, and leave the backside blank. 

When you have read this letter twice, and retain what 
I desire, pray bum it ; and let all I have said lie only 
in your breast. 

Fray write every week. I have (till I know farther) 
fixed on August the fifteenth to set out for Ireland. I 
shall continue or alter my measures according to yoilr 
letters. Adieu. 

Direct your letter still to Mrs. Rice, &€. 

Fjray tell Mr. Dobbs of the college, that I received his 
letter, but cannot p<tasibly answer it, which I certainly 
would, if I had malerials. 

As to what you say about promotion, you will fiodit 
was given immediately to Maule,^ as I am told; and I 
assure you I had no offers, nor would accept them. My 
behaviour to those in power has been directly contrary, 
since I came here. I would rather have good news from 

^ Dr. HeoryMaiile, promoted to thebisbopnc of Cloyoe, Sept 6, 
1726 ; translated to Dromore, March 20, 1731 ; and to Meath, May 
24, 1744. This most worthy man was one of the first promoters of the 
protestant charter schools in Ireland, for the reception and education 
of children of papists, which have met with great success. F. 
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yon tlmn CtDt^bmy, though it w^re given roe upon my 
owQ terms. 



TO THE REV. DR. STOPFORD. 



» 



Ttddcenham^ near London^ 
DBAR JIJC) itify 20, 172& 

i HAD a letter Sfom you three mouths ago, with an ac- 
count of a fine pibture yon had sent me, which is now 
safe in Ireland, for which I heartily thank you, and Ro> 
bert Arbuthnot swears it is an or^naL I did not an- 
swer you, because I was told you were in motion. I 
had yours of July 12, N. S. yesterday ; and since you 
«re fixed at Paris, I Y<^Qture to send you this, though 
Robert Arbuthnot be here. He has lately married a la- 
dy among us of 900/. a year, and I think will soon go 
to France ; but I hare chiefly liyed above two months 
-with Mr. Pope, nnce the town grew empty. I shall 
leave him the beginning of August, and so settle my af- 
fairs to be in Ireland by the end of that month, for 
my license of half a year will be then out. I came 
here to see my old friends, and upon some business I 
had with two of them, which, however, proves to be of 
little consequence. The people in power have been ci- 
vil enough to me ; many of them have visited me. I 
was not able to withstand seeing the princess, because 
she had commanded, that whenever I came hither, as 
the>news said I intended, that I should wait on her. I 
was latterly twice with the chief minister ; the first 
time by invitation, and the second at my desire for an 
hour, wherein we diflfered in every point : But all' this 
made a great ndse, and soon got to Ireland, from whence, 
upon the late death of the Bishop of Cloyne, it was said I 
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was offered to succeed, aodl received many letters upoa 
it, but there iras Dothiug of truth, for I was ueitlier of- 
fered, nor would have received, except upon conditions 
which would never be granted. For I absolutely broke 
with the first minister, and have never seen hiro since,, 
and I lately complained of him to the princess, because 
I knew she would tell him. I am, besides, all to pieces 
with the lord lieutenant, whom I treated very roughly, 
and absolutely refused to dine with him. So that, dear 
Jim, you see how little I shall be able to assist you with 
th6 gi'eat ones here, unless some change of ministry 
should happen. Yet when a new governor goes over, 
it is hard if I cnnuot be some way instrumental. I have 
given strict charge to Mr. Pope to receive you with all 
kindness %nd disiinctiou. He is perfectlj well receiv- 
ed by all the people in power, and he loves to do good ; 
and thei*e can hardly go over a governor to whom he 
may not, by himself or friends, strongly recommend 

you. 

I fear J shall have more than ordinary reasons to 
wish you a near neighbour to me in Ireland ; and that 
your company will be more necessary than ever, when I 
tell you that I never was in so great a dejection of spirits. 
For I lately received a letter from Mr. Worrall, that one 
of the two oldest and dearest friends I have in the world 
IS in so desperate a condition of health, as makes me ex- 
pect every post to hear of her death. It is the }'ounger 
of the two, with whom I have lived in the greatest 
frieedsliip for thuty-three y^ars. I know you will 
share in my trouble, because there were few persons 
whom I believe you more esteemed. For my part, as 
I value life very little, so the poor casual renmins of it, 
^er such a loss, would be a burden that I must heartily 
beg Crod Almighty to enable me to bear ; and I tliiuk 
there is not a greater folly than that of entering into too 
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sbict and particular a friendship, with the loss of which 
a man must be absolutely miserable ; but especially at 
an age when it is too late to engage in a new friend^ip. 
Besides, this was a person of my own rearing and in- 
istructing, from childhood ; who excelled in every good 
quality that can possibly acccflhpljsh a human creature* 
They have hitherto writ me deceiving letters, but Mr. 
Worrall has been so just and prudent as to tell me the 
truth; which, however rackicg, is better than to be 
struck on the sudden. Dear Jim, pardon me, I know 
not what I am saying; but believe me that violeot 
friendship is much more lasting, and as much engaging, 
as violent love. Adieu. 

If this accident should happen before I set out, I 
believe I shall stay this winter in England ; where it 
will be at least easier to find some repose, than upon the 
spot. 

If I were your adviser, I woiild say one thing against 
my own interest^; that if you must leave your college, for 
the reason you hint at, I think it would be better to live 
in England on your own estate, and the addition of one 
thousand pounds, and trust to industry and friends, and 
distinction here, than pass your days in that odious 
country, and among that odious people.. You can live 
in a thrifty moderate way, and thrift is decent here ; 
and you cannot but distinguish yourself. You have the 
advantage to be a native of London : here you will be 
a freeman, and in Ireland a slave. Here your competi- 
tors will be stramgers ; there every rascal, your contem- 
porary, will get over your head by the merit of party. 
Farewell again ; though my head is now disturbed, yet 
I have had thesis thoughts about you long ago. 
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FROM LORD BOtlNGBROKE TO THE 
THREE YAHOOS OF TWICKENHAM. 

Jonathan, Alsilander, John,"^ most sxcel- 

I,I:NT TRnJMVIRS OF F1.RNA8SU8. 

Though you are fnrobabty very indifferent where I 
am, or what I am doing ; yet I resolve to believe the 
contrary. I persuade myself, that you have sent at least 
fifteen times within this fortnight to Dawtey farm.f and 
that you are extremely mortified at my long silence* 
To relieve you therefeare from this great anxiety of mind» 
I can. do no less than write a few lines to you ; and I 
please myself beforehand with the vast pleasure which 
this epistle must needs give you. That I may add to 
this pleasure^ and give you further proofs of my benefi- 
cent temper, I will likewise inform you, that I shall be 
in your neighbourhood again by the end of next week ; 
by which time I hope that Jonathan's imagination of 
busineiB will be succeeded by seme imagination more 
becoming a professor of that divine science, la bagaidk* 
Adieu, Jonathan, Alexander, Jdm ! Mirth be . with 
you. 

From the banks of the Scirertt, July 23, 1728. 

•lohnOay. U. 

i The country residence of Lord Boliogbroke, near Cranibrd in 
Middlesex. H. 
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TO Pit SHEmDAW. 

/t% 27,1726*. 
I HAVE yours just now of the lOth, and the account 
you gire me, is nothing but ivhat I have some time ex- 
pected with the utmost stgonies ; and there is one aggra- 
vation of constraint, that where I am, I am forced to 
put on an easy countenance. It was at this time the 
best office your friendship could do, not to deceive me. 
I was violently bent all last year, as I believe you re- 
member, that she should go to Montpelier, or Bath, or 
Tunbridge. I entreated, if there was no amendment, they 
might both come to London. But there was a fatality, 
although I indeed think her stamina could not last much 
longer, when I saw she could take no nourishment.^ I 
look upon this to be the greatest event that can ever 
happen to me ; but all my preparations will not suffice 
to make me bear it like a philosopher; nor altogether 
like a christian. There hath been the most intimate 
friendship between us from her childhood, and the great- 
est merit on her side, that ever was in one human crea- 
ture toward another. Nay, if I were now near her, I 
would not see her; I could not behave myself tolerably, 
and should redouble her sorrow. Judge in what a tem- 
per of mind I write this. The very time I am writing, 
I conclude the fairest soul in the world hath left its body. 
Confusion ! that I am this moment called down to a vi<> 
nter, when I am in the country, and not in my power 
to deny myself. I have passed a very constrained 
hour, and now return to say I know not what. I have 
been long weary of the world, and shall for my small re- 
mainder of years be weary of life, having forever lost 
|bat eopveirsatioo, which could only m^ke it tolerable. 

« This w^ written from Mr. Pope's^ at Twickeoham. H, 
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I fear while you are reading Uiis, you will be sheddio^ 
tears at her funeral ; she loved you well, and the great 
share of the little merit I have with you, in owing to her 
solicitations. 

I writ to you about a week ago.^ 



TO MR. WORRALL. 

London, Aug. 6, 1 726. 

At the same time that I had your letter, with the 
bill, (for which I thank you) I received another iiroro- 
Dr. Sheridan, both full of the melancholy account of 
our friend The doctor advises me to go over at the 
time I intended, which I now design to do, and to set 
out on Monday the fifteenth from hence. However, if 
any accident should happen to me, that ypu do not find 
me come over on the first of September, I would have 
you renew my license of absence from the second of 
September, which will be the day that my half year will 
be out : and since it is not likely that you can answer 
this, so as to reach me before I leave London, I desire 
you will write to me, directed to Mrs. Kenah, in Ches- 
ter, wliere I des%n to set up, and shall hardly be there 
in less than a fortnight from this time ; and if I should 
then hear our friend was no more, I might probably be 
absent a month or two in some parts of Derbyshire or 
Wales. However, you need not renew the license till 
the first of September ; and, if I come not, I will write 
io you from Chester. This unhappy affair is the great- 
est trial I ever had ; and I think you are unhappy in 
having conversed so mudi with that person under such 

* Soon after the date of this letter the dean went back to Ireland, 
but Mrs. Johnson recovering a moderate state of health, he retlffned. 
a{|;ain to England the beginniog of the jear 1727. H. 
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circumstaDces. Tell Dr. Sheridan I had his letter ; but 
care not to answer it. I wish you would give me your 
opinion, at Chester, whether I shall come over or not. 
I shall be there, God willing, on Thursday, the eigh- 
teenth instant. This is enough to say, in my pre- 
sent situation. I am, &c. 

My humble service and thanks to Mrs. Worrall for 
the care of our friend, which I shall never forget 



TO MR. WORRALL. 

Aug. 15, 1726. 

This is Saturday, and on Monday I set out for Ire- 
land. I desired you would send me a letter to Chester. 
I suppose I shall be in Dublin, with moderate fortune^ 
in ten or eleven days hence ; for I will go by Holyhead. 
I shall stay two days at Chester, unless. I can contrive 
to have my box sent after me. I hope I shall be with 
you by the end of August ; but, however, if I am not 
with you by the second of September, which is the time 
that my license is out, I desire you will^get me a new 
one ; for I would not lie at their mercy, though I know 
it signifies nothing. I expect to be very miserable when 
I t;ome ; but I shall be prepared for it. I desired you 
would write to me to Chester, which I hope you will 
do ; and pray hinder Dr. Sheridan from writing to me 
any more. 

This is all I have to say to you at present. 

I am, Sic, 

J. SWIFT. 

D 2 
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TO DR. JINNY, RECTOR OP IRMAGH. 

1720. 

^\ The author of "" A Fbilosophicsf Ssrrey iif the 
Soath of Ireland/' refers to ao unpubiithed Tetter of Df. 
Swift, DOW in the possession of Lord Dartrey, which en-* 
tirely acquits him of that want of hospltaHty liaid to his 
charge from some passages in his "• HaroiltoD's Bawo.^ 
The letter is written to that Dr. Jinnj, represented fa 
the poem as looking so like a otnfiy : the purport of it 
is» ^ to acquaint the doctor (then rector of Armagh^ ia 
the neighbourhood of which he spent the summer) bow 
he passed his time. Among other amusements, he meiK 
tions that of writing this Ytry poem, the motives which 
excited him to- it, and the efieets it produced. And ao 
far was it from giving umbrage to the lady, or jeaYousy to 
the knight, that every addition he made at night came 
up with the bread ami butter as part of the entertain^ 
ment next morriing, and all parties expressed the utmost 
satisfaction*"* 

*^ The offence- which the dean had given wn^iiot what this ingenv> 
eus writer supposes. It waa not by the poem on Hamilton's Bawo,. 
which was not written till 1729, but by the destruction of a favourite 
eld thorn in 1728, that the Acheron family were ofiEended* The tree, 
which was a remarkable one, was much adu;h*ed by Sir Arthur j yet 
the dean, in one of bis unaccountable humours, gave directions for 
cutting it down io tiie absence of the knight, who was of course high- 
ly incen!!ed, nor would see Swift for some tkne after. By way of 
aiajciog his peace, the dean wrote the poem, * On cutting down ttie 
old ThocA. at Market Hill,' which had the desired efiect N. 
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TO MRS. HOWARD * 

MADAH, Sept. J 9 1726. 

BsiNa perpetually^ te^zed with the reroerobraoce of 
yaii, by the sight of your ring o» my fioger, my patieoce 
at last is at aa. epd ; aod ia order to be reveuged, I 
have sept you a piece of Jrish plaid, made io imitation • 
of the luc^iany vhereiu our wovkmen are gro>vo »o ex- 
pert, that, iQ this k|nd of stuff, thej are said to excel 
tli^it which comes fr^m the lodi^ ; and becausi^ our la- 
dies are too proud to wear what is made at home, the 
workmaci is forced to run agolcf thread through the mid- 
dte, and sell it as Indian. But I ordered him to leave 
out that circumstance that you may be clad in Irish 
stuflf, and in my Uvcry. Bat I beg you will not tell 
any parliament man from whence you had that f^aid ; 
otherwise, out of malice, they will make a law to cut 
off all our weavers' fiqgers. I must likewise tell you, 
to prevent yohr pride, my intention is to use you very 
acurvily ; for my real design is, that when the princess 
asks you where you got that fine nightgown, you are to 
say, that it is an Irish pl.akl sent you by the Dean of St. 

* Henrietta, tbe eldest sister to Joho Hobart, first Earl of Buck- 
inghamshire, went, in the prune of her 7011th, to the court of Hano- 
ver, with her husband, the Hon. Charles Howard, and becaiae of the 
bedchamber to the electoral princess, afterwards Princess of Wales, 
and then Queen Caroline, tlpoa the death of Queen Anne, she came 
ever with her mistress, and was reckoned the greatest favourite at 
Leicester- bouse. Solie time after the aceession of George H. her 
busband (who wa» ope of the grooms of the bedchamber to King ^ 
George I.) became Earl of Suffolk, by the death of his brother Ed- 
ward ; and in a few years she retired fi-om court. She survived her 
irst husband (by whom she had one son, Henry, who succeeded hit 
father, and died without issue) and being couutesa dowager of Suffolk, 
married the Hon. Mr. George Berkeley, brother to Lady Betty Ger- 
main, fn the year 1735. See Lady Betty Germain's leU-^r, datea 
ia]yl2,1735. K » 
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Patrick's ; who with his most humble duty" to her rojal 
highoess, is ready to make her such another present) at 
the terrible expense of eight shillings and threepence per 
yard, if she will descend to honour Ireland with receiv- 
ing and wearing it. And in recompense, I, who govern 
the vulgar, will take care to have her royal highnesses 
health drunk by five hundred weavers as an encourager 
of the Irish manufactory. And I command you to add, 
that I am no courtier, nor have any thing to ask. Maj 
all courtiers imitate me in that ! I hope the whole royal 
family about you i& in health. Dr. Arbuthnot lately 
mortified me with an account of a great pain in your 
head. I believe no head that is good for any thing is 
long without some disorde;:, at least that is the best ar- 
gument I had for any thing that is good in my own. 

I pray God preserve you ; and I entreat you to. be- 
lieve that I am, with great respect, 

Madam, 

Your most obedient 

and most obliged servant, 
JONATH. SWIFT. 



FROM MR. PULTENET. 

SEAR Sin, Latidon, Sept. 3, 1 729. 

I RECEIVED the favour of your kind letter at my Lord 
Chetwynd's, and though you had so much goodness as 
to forbid my answering it at that time ; yet I should be 
inexcusable, now I have perfectly recovered my health 
and strength, if I did not return you my very hearty 
^anks for your concern for me during my Illness. 
Though our acquaintance has not been of long date, yet 
I think I may venture to assure you, that even among 
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your old friedds, you have not maoj who have a juster 
re^rd for your merit than I have. I could wish that 
thbee who are more able to serve you than I am, had 
the same desire of doiug it. And yet methinks, now I 
consider it, and reflect who they are, I should be sorry 
they had the 4Berit of doing so right a thing. As well 
as I wish you, I would rather not have you provided 
for yet, than provided for by those that I do not like. 
Mr. Pope tells me, that we shall see you in spring. 
When we meet again, I flatter myself we shall not part 
so soon ; and I am in hopes you will allow me a laiger 
share of your company than you did. All I can say to 
engage you to come a little oftener to my house, is, to 
promise, that you shall not have one dish of meat at my 
table so disguised, but you shal^ easily know what it is* 
Tou shall have a cup of your own small beer and wiore 
mixed together ; you shall have no women at table, if 
you do not like them, and no men, but such as like you. 
I wished mightily to be in London before you left i^ 
having something which I would willingly have commu- 
nicated to you, that I do not think so discreet to trust to 
a letter. Do not let your expectatiwi be raised, as if it 
was a matter of any great consequence : it is not that, 
though I should be mighty glad you knew it, and per« 
haps I may soon find a way of letting you do so. 

Ourparliassent, they now say, la not to meet till after 
Christmas. The chief business of it being to give rnoney^ 
it may be proper the ministers should know, a little be- 
fore it meets, how much farther they have ruu the na- 
tion in debt, that they may prudently conceal or pro- 
vide what they think fit. I am told, that many among 
us begin to grumble, that England should be obliged' to 
support the charge of a very expensive war, while all 
the other powers of Europe are in peace* But I will 
enter no farther into public matters, taking it for grant- 
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(m)^ that a letter directed to 7011, and franked bj me, 
cannot fail of raiding the curiosity of sQine of oMr vigilant 
ininisters, and that they ivill open it; thotigh we kqow 
it is not customary for them so to da Mrs. fulteney if 
very mueh your humble servant, 9{id I ^, urith great 
truth, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servaot, 
W. PULTENEY. 



FROM MR. GAY, 

PEAR SIR, i>ondait,S)e^. 16, 1726. 

3ii<CB I wrote last, I have been always upon the ran^ 
tile. I have been in Oxfordshire with the Dul&e and 
PuchesBof Queensberry, and at Petersham, and where- 
soever they would cai-ry me ; but as they will go t^ 
Wiltshire without me, on Tuesday next, for two or three 
months, I believe I diaU theu have finished'my traveb 
(or thb year, and shall not go farther from Loudon, thaa 
pow and then to Twicienham. I saw Mr. Pope od 
Sunday, who has lately escaped a very gi^eat danger ; 
but is very much wounded across his right haod Com? 
ing home in the dark, about a week ago, alone in my 
]Liord Bolingbroke's coach from Dawley, "be was over* 
turned where a bridge has been broke down, near Whit* 
ton, about a mile from his own house. He was tbrowa 
into the river, with the glasses of the coach up, and was 
up to the knots of his periwig in water. The footman 
broke the glass to draw him out; by which, be thinks, 
be received the cut across his hand. He was afiraid he 
should have lost the use of bb little finger and the next 
& it, but the soigeooy whom be sent lor last Suodqr froB 
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liOndoD to examine it, told him that liis fingen were 
safe, that there were two nerves cut, iMit no teodon. He 
was in very good healtli, and verj good sfilritB, and the 
wound in a Mr way of being soon healed.* The in- 
structions yon sent me io communicate to the doctor 
about the singer, I transcribed from jour own letter, and 
lent to him; for, at that time, he was g<nng every other 
day to Windsor park to visit Mr. Coiigreve, who has 
been extremely ill, but is now recovered, so that I was 
prevented from seeing of him by going out of town. I 
dhied and supped on Monday last with Lord and Lady 
Bolingbroke, at Lord Berkeley's, at Cranford, and re^ 
turned to London, with the Puke and Duchess of Queens- 
beny, on Tuesday by two o'clock in the morning. You 
are remembered always with great respect by all your 
acquaintance, and every one of them wishes for your re« 
turn. The lottery begios to be drawn on Monday next, 
but my week of attendance will be the first in October. 
I am obliged to follow the engravers to make them de- 
spatch my plates for the fisibies; for without it, I find 
they proceed but very slowly. I take your advice in 
this, as I wish to do in all things, and frequently revise 
my work, in order to finish it as well as I can. Mr. 
Pulteney takes the letter you sent him iu the - kindest 
manner ; and I believe he is, except a few excursions, 
fixed in town for the winter. As for the particular 
affair, that you want to be informed in, we are as yet 
wholly in the dark; but Mr. Pope will follow your in- 
structions. Mr. Lauucelot sent for the spectacles you left 
behind you, which were delivered to him. Mr. Jervas'a 
sheets are sent home to hinii, mended, finety washed, and 
seatly folded up. < I intend to see Mr. Pope to-morrow 
or on Sunday. I have not seen BIrs* Howard a great 

* See Lord Bolingbroke^s account of this accident, in his letter 
dated Sept 22, 1726. H. 
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while, which you know must be a great mortificatioB 
aud self-denial; but in my case^itis piurticularly unhap^ 
py, that a man caoDot contrive to be in two places at the 
same time ; if I could, while you are there, one of them 
should be always Dublin. But, after all, it is a silly 
thing to be with a friend by halves, so that I will give 
up all thoughts of brioging this project to perfection, if 
you will contrive that we shall meet again soon. 
I am, dear Sir, 

Your most obliged and affectionate friendr 
and servant, 

J. GAY. 



FROM DR. ARBUTHNOT. 

London, Sept. 20, 1 726. 

I HAVE been balancing, dear sir, these three dayi^ 
whether I should write to you first. Laying aside the 
superiority of your dignity, I thought a notification was 
due to me, as well as to two others of my friends: tlien^ 
I considered that this was done in the public news, with 
all the form:%lities of reception of a lord lieutenant. I 
reflected on the dependency of Ireland; but, said I, 
what if ray friend should dispute this ? Then I consider- 
ed that letters were always introduced at first fix)m the 
civilized to the barbarous kingdom. In short, ray affec- 
tion, and the pleasure of corresponding with my dear 
friend, prevailed ; and, since you most disdainfully and 
barbarously confined me to two lines a month, I was re- 
solved to plague you with twenty times that number, 
though I think it was a sort of a compliment to be sup- 
^ posed capable of saying any thing in two lines. The 
Gascon asked only to speak one word to the French king^,* 
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^hich the king coofiniog bira to, he brought a paper> 
aud said, signes^ aod not a word more. Tour negotia- 
lioo with the singiDg man is in the bands of my daugh- 
ter Nancy, who, I can assure you, will neglect nothing 
that concerns you : she has written about it. Mr. Pope 
lias been in hazard of hb life by drowning ; coming lat^ 
two weeks ago, from Lord Bolingbroie^s in his coach 
and six, a bridge on a little river being broke down, they 
were obliged to go through the ^vater, which was not too 
high, but the coach was overturned in it ; and the glass 
being up, which he could not break nor get down, he 
was very near drowned ; for the footman was stuck in 
the mud, and coukl hardly come in time to help him. 
He had that in common with Horace, that it was occa- 
sioned by the trunk of a tree; but it was trunco rheda 
iUapsOy neqtie Faunus ictum dextra levebat ; for he was 
wounded in the left hand, but, thank God, without any 
danger ; but, by the cutting of a large vessel, lost a great 
deal of blood. I have been with Mrs. Howard, who has 
a most ibtolerable pain in one side of her head. I had 
a great deal of discourse with your fiiend, her royal 
highness. She insisted upon your wit and good conver- 
sation. I told her royal highness, that was not what I 
valued you for, but for being a sincere, honest man, and 
speaking truth when others were afraid to speak it. I 
have been for near three weeks together every day at 
the Duchess of Marlborough's, with Mr. Congreve, who 
has l)een likely to die with a fever, and the gout in hi» 
stomach ; but he b now better, and likely to do well. 
My brother was near being cast away going to France : 
there was a ship lost just by him. I write thb in a dull 
faumour, but with most sincere aflfectioo to an uogrftteful 
mao as you are, that minds every body more than me^ 
except what couceros my interest. My dear lnen<f» 
farewell 
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FROM LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

Landoih Sept 22, 1 726. 

A BOOKSBLiiER,^ vho saya he is ia a few days going 
to DiibliD, calls here, and oilers to carry a letter to yoii* 
I cannot resist the temptation of writii^ to you, thoi^ 
I have nothing to say more by this conveyance, than I 
should have by that of the post ; though I have lately 
dubbed with Pope to make up a most elegant epistle to 
you in prose and verse; and though I wrote the other 
day the first paragraph of that Chedderf letter which is 
preparing for you. The only ^excuse, then, which I can 
plead lor writing now is, that the letter will cost you no- 
thing. Have you heard of the accident which befel 
poor Pope in going lately from me ? A bridge was down, 
the coach forced to go through the water, the bank steeps 
a hole on one side, a block of timber on the other, the 
Bight as dark aa pitch. In short, he overturned^ t^ fall 
was broke by the water; but the glasses were up, and 
he might have been drowned, if one of my men had not 
broke a glass, and pulled him out throsugh the window. 
His right hand| was severely cut; but the siirgeoa 
thinks him in no danger of losing the use of his lingers ; 
^wever, he has lately had very great pains iq that arm 
from the shoulder dowaward, which mig(it create a sua- 

* George Faulkner. F. 

f A Cbedder letter, is a letter written by the contribution of seve^ 
rai friend^ eaci| fiimishing a paragraph. Tlie jiame is borrowed 
from that of a large and excellent cbefae m^de at Chedder in Somer- 
letsbiref where all the dairies contribute to make the cheese, which is 
thus made of new milk, or fresh cream; of which one dairy not fur* 
nishing a suiSciest qaantity, th« coamon pvactice is to m^ke cheese 
pC ipilk or creao) that has bee« yet 1^, till a pfo^ xiu^tily iff pro- 
cured, and taen part of it at least is stale. U. 

% Dr. Arbutbnot (p. S9) says he was hurt m the left has^. Th,Q 
doctor probably knew best, N. 
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picioD thst tome of the glan reniuns <till ia the flnb. 

Si. ADdr€ Mys there a none. If so, these paitu are 

owitig to a cold he took ia a fit of gallantly, which car- , 

Tied him acroas the water to see Hrs. Howard, who has 

been extrentelf ill, but is much better. Just as I ara 

VritiDg, I he^ that Dr. Arbuthoot layB, that Mr. Pope's 

psim ate ibennrntic, aod have no relatioD to hig wonod. 

He suflora very mud 

moRow. Let me he: 

fwd to write, I woi 

if I had any good tc 

may ia which j<m )ei 

diaagreeable in themi 

their end; which is, 

the worid (who oofic 

it) ID an agreeable 

about hy oezt spring 

Amend. Adietk 



FROM MR. OAT. 

DSAB BIB, WkUAaU, Oct 22, 1 728. 

Bkfork I say one word to you, give tne leave to say 
Bomethiiig of the other geDtlemau's affair. Xhe letter 
was sent; and the snwer was, that every thing was 
finiibed and concluded according to atden, and tbft it 
would be publicly Itnewo to be so in a very few days; 
so that; I think, there can be po occanon lor hn writh^ 
any more about this aShir. 

The letter you wrote to Mr. Fope was not received 
till eleven or twelve days after date; and the poet 
office, we suppose, have very vigilant officen : for they 
bad taken care to make him pay for a double letter. 



/ 
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I ivbh I could tell you. that the cutting of the teodoos 
of two of his fingers was a joke ; but it is really so ; 
the wound is quite healed ; his hand is still weak, and 
the two fingers drop downward, as I told you before ;* 
but, I hope it will be very little troublesome or detri- 
mental to him. 

In answer to our letter of maps, pictures, and receipts, 
you call it a tripartite letten If you will examine it 
once again, you will find some lines of Mrs. Howard, 
and some of Mr. Pulteney, which you have not taken 
the least notice of. The receipt of the veal is of Mon- 
sieur Devaux, Mr. Pulteney's cook; and it has been 
approved of atone of our Twickenham entcrtaiqments. 
The difficulty of the saucepan, I believe you will find 
is owing to a negligence in perusing the manuscript ; 
for, if I remember right, it is there called a stewpan. 
Your earthen vessel, provided it is close stopped, I al- 
low to be a go(»d stucedUneum. As to the boiliog 
chickens in a wooden bowl, I should be quite ashamed 
to consult Mrs. Howard upon your account, who thinks 
herself entirely neglected by yon, in not writing to her, 
as you promised ; however, let her take it as she will, 
to serve a friend, I will venture to ask it of her. The 
prince and his family come to settle in town to-morrow. 
That Mr. Pulteney expected an answer to his letter, and 
would be extremely pleased to hear from you, is very 
certain ; for I have heard him talk of U with expecta* 
tiou for above a fortnight. 

I have of late been very much out of order with a 
dight fever, which I am not yet quite free from. It was 
occasioiied by a cold, which my atteodaoce at the 



* In the letter of Sept 16, Qsj says no tendoii is cat: he mast 
therefore i^fer to s letter not in this eoUectioo, if hit menory diil not 
Ail him. H. 
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Guildhall improved. I have not a friend who has got 
anj thing under my administration, but the Duchess of 
Queensberiy, who has had a benefit of a thousand 
pounds. Your mentioning Mr. Rollinson'^ so kindly, 
will, I know, give him much pleasure; for he always 
talks of yon with great regard, and the strongest terms 
of friendship. He has. been of late ill of a fever, but is 
recovered so as to go abroad and take the air. - 

If the engravers keep their word with me, I shall be 
able to publish my fables soon after Christmas. The 
doctor's bookf is entirely printed off, and will be very 
soon published. I believe you will expect that I should 
give you some account bow I have spent my tiaie since 
you left me. I have attended my distressed friend at 
Twickenham, and been his amanuensis^ which you 
know is no idle charge. I have read about half Virgil, 
and half. Spenser's Fairy Q^ueen, I still despise court 
preferments, so that I lose no. time upon attendance ou 
•great men ; and still can find amusement enough without 
quadrille, which here is the universal employment of 
life. 

I thought you would be glad to hear from me, so that 
I determined not to stir out of x\\j lodgiogs till I had 
answered your letter : and I think I shall very proba- 
bly hear more of the matter which •! mention in the 
first paragraph of this letter as sooi/ as I go abroad ; for 
I expect it eveiy day. We have no news as yet of 
Mr. Stopford 4 Mr. Rollinson told me he shall know 
of his arrival, and will send me word. Lord Boling- 
broke has been to make a visit to Sir William Wynd- 

* A great friend of Lor4 Bolingbroke, Dr. Swift, and Mr. Pope. 
He m«gfried the widow of John Earl o Winchelsea. B. 

f Arbuthnot^s Tables of ancient Coins, &c. B. 

X Dr. James Stopford, fellow of Trinity College, Dublin ; and ad- 
vanced to the bishopric of Cloyne in February, 1753. N. 
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lam. I bear he h returned) bat I have not seen him* 
If I had been id a better state of health, and Mrs. 
' Howai*d^ were not to come to town to-morrow, I would 
have gone to Mr. Pope's to-daj, to have dined with htm 
there on Monday. 

You ask me bow to address to Lord B , when 

you are disposed to write to bin. If you mean Lord 
Burlington, he is not yet returned from France, but » 
expected every day. If you mean Lord Batburst, he 
is in Gloucestershire, and makes but a very short stay; 
so^ that if you direct to one of them hi St. James's 
Square, or to the other at Burlington-house in Piccadil- 
ly, your letter will find them. I will make your com- 
pliments to Lord Chesterfield and Mr. Pulteney : and, 
I beg you in return, to make mine to Mr. Ford. Next 
week I i^all have a uew coat and new buttons, fmr the 
birthday, though I do not know but a turn coat might 
have been more for my advanti^e. 

Tours most sincerely and affectionately. 

P. S. I hear that Lord Bolingbroke will be in town, at 
Jiis own house in Pall-mall, next wee^. 

As we cannot enjoy any good thii^ without your 
partaking oi it, accept of the following receiptf for stew- 
ing veal: 

*' Take a knuckle of veal ; 
You may buy it, or steal. 
In a few pieces cut it : 
In a stewing pan put it 

^ Afterward Countess of Suflblk, tnm whom Gay at this time had 
expectations. H. 
f This is supposed to be the receipt of Mr. Pulteney, andennea* 
•^tioned* in the former part of the letter versified. H. 
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Salt, pepper, and mace, 

Must season thk knuckle ; 

Then* what's joinM to a place. 

With other herbs muckle ; 

That which kill'd King WiH :t 

And what never stands 8tiU4 

Some sprigs of that bed§ 

Where children are bred, 

Which much you will mend, if 

Both spinnage and endive. 

And lettuce, and beet, 

With marygold meet 

Put no water at all ; 

For it maketh things small. 

Which, lest it should happen, 

A close cover clap on. 

Put this pot of Wood's metaljj 

In a hot boiling kettle, 

And there let it be 

(Mark the doctrine I teach) 

About — let me sec — 

Thrice as long as you preach :** 

So skimming the fat ofi^ 

Say grace with your hat off. 

O, then t with what rapture 

Will it fill Dean and chapter !" 

* Vulgo salary, Qay, 
f Supposed sorrel. Gat. 

X This is bj Dr. Bentley thought to be time or thyme. Gat. 
} FarstUy. See Chamberlayne. Gav. 

i * Of thiBcompOsitioD seethe works of the Copper-farthiog Dean,' 
Gat. 
I ** Which we suppose to be near two hours. Gat. 
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FROM DR. ARBUTHNOT. 

London, Nov, 8, 1 726. 

I TAKE it mighty kindly, that a raao of your high 
post, dear sir, was pleased to write me so long a letter. 
I look upon the Captain Tom of a great nation to be a 
much greater man than the governor of it. 

I am sorry your commission about your singer has 
not been executed sooner. It is not Nanny's fault, who 
has spoke several times to Dr. Pepusch about it, and writ 
threq or four letters, and received for answer that he 
would write for the young fellow ; but stUI, notliing id 
done. I will endeavour to get his name and direction, 
and write to him myself. * 

Your books shall be sent as directed : they have been 
printed above a month ; but I cannot get my subscri- 
bers* names.*" I will make over all my profits to you 
for the property of Gulliver's Travels : which, I believe, 
will have as great a run as John Bunyan. Gulliver is 
a happy man, that at his age, can write such a merry 
work. 

I made my lord archbishop'sf compliments to her ro- 
yal highness, who returns Ids grace her thanks ; at the 
same time, Mrs. Howard read your letter to herself. 
The princess immediately seized on your plaid| for her 
own use, and has ordered the young princesses to be 
clad in the same. When I had the honour to see her, 
she was residing Gulliver, and was just come to the pas- 
sage of the hobbling prince ; which she laughed at. I 

• To " Tables of ancient Coins, Weights, and Measures, explained 
and exemplified in several Dissertations/* B. 

f Probably Archbishop King of Dublin. B. 

t The dean sent a present of some silk plaids from Ireland, for the 
Princess of Wales, and the young prlucesses. H. 
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tdl jeu fireelj, the ptrt of the prcjecton is the least 
briiliaDt Xewis gmmbles a Mle at it, and says be 
wants the key to it, and is daily refiDing . I suppose he 
will be able to publish like Banievelt* in time. I gave 
your service to Lady Harvey. She is io a little sort 
of a miff about a ballad, that was writ on her, to the 
tupe -of Molly Mopg, and sent to her in the name of a 
begging poet 'She was bit, and wrote a letter to the 
begging poet, and desired him to change too double en- 
teodres; which the authors, Mr. Pulieney and Lord 
Chesterfield, changed to single entendres. 1 was against 
that, though I had a hand in the first. She is not dis« 
pleased, I believe, with the ballad, but only with being 
bit. 

There has been a' comical paperf ^bout quadriHe, 
describing it in the terras of a lewd debauch among four 
ladies, meeting four gallants, two of a ruddy and two of 
a swarthy complexion, talking of their a—es, ix. The 
riddle is carried on in pretty strong terms : it was not 
found out for a loi^ time. The ladies, ima^oing it to 
be a real thing, began to guess who were of the party. 
A great minister was for hanging the author. In short, 
it has made very good sport. 

Gay hafrhad a little fever, but is pretty well recover- 
ed : so is Mi*. Pope. We shall meet at Lord Boliog- 
broke's on Thursday, in town, at dinner, and remember 
you. Gulliver is in every body's hands. Lord Scar- 
borough, who is no inventor of stories, told me, that he 
fell in company with a master- of a ship, who told him 

• This re(bn to * AKey to the Lock : or a Treatiae proviog beyood 
aUGootradictioa the dangerous Tendency of a late Poem, entitled, 
The Rape of the Lock, to GoTernment and Religion. By Esdras 
Baroevelt, apothecary.* H. 

t Written by Mr. Congreve; and printed ui Abnon*f Foandliog 
Hospital for Wit, N0..93. N. 

VOL. XVII. « 
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that he was veiy well acquainted with GulKver ^ but 
that the prioter had mistakeo, that he lived io Wappiog, 
aod not io Rotherhithe. C lent the book to an old gentle- 
mao, who went immediately to hb map to search for 
Lilliput. 

We expect war here. The city of London are all 
crying out for it, and they shall be undone without % 
tiiere being now a total stoppage of all Irade. I think 
one of the best cour^ will be, to rig out a privateer Unt 
the West Indies. Will you be concerned ? We will 
build her at Bermudas, and get Mr. Dean Berkeley^ to 
be our manager. 

I had the honour to see Lord Oxford, who asked 
kindly for you, and said he would write to you. If Uie 
project goes on of printing some papers, he has promised 
to give copies of some things, which I belieye cannot 
be found elsewhere. My family, thank God, are pret* 
ty well, as far as I know, and give their service. My 
brother Robert has been very ill of a rheumatism. 
Wishing you all health and happiness, and not daring to 
write my paper on the other side, 

I must remain, dear sir, 

Tour most faithful humble servant, 
JO. ARBUTHNOT. 



FROM MRS. HOWARD. 

Nov. 1726.t 
I DID not expect, that the sight of my ring would 
produce the effects it has. I was in such a hurry to 

* He formed a design of fixing a nniversity in the Bermudas. See 
■Ote on BoUngbroke^s letter dated July 24, 1725. H. 
t Endorsed, "Nov. 1726. Answe el 17th." N. 
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show joar plaid to the princeM, that I could not stay to 
put it into the shape you desired. It pleased extreme- 
ly, and I have orders to fit it up according to the first 
design ; but as this is not proper for the public, you are 
desired to send over, for the same princess's use,^ the 
faeigbt of the Brobdingnag dwarf multiplied by 2 1-2. 
The young princesses must be taken care of; theirs 
must be in three shares : for a short method, you may 
draw a line of 2<^ feet, and upon that, by two circles, 
form an ec[uilateral triangle ; tlien measuring each side, 
you will find the proper quantity apd proper division. 
If you want a more particular or better rule, I refer you 
to the academy of Lagado.* I am of opinion many in 
this kingdom will soon appear in your plaid. To this 
end it will be highly necessary, that care be taken of 
disposing of the purple, the yellow, and the white silks; 
and though the gowns are for princesses, the officers are 
very vigilant ; so take care they are not seized. Do 
not forget to be observant how you dispose the colours. 
I shall take all particular precautions to have the money 
ready, and to return it the H'ay you judge safest. I 
think it would be worth your reflecting in what manner 
the checker might be best managed. 

The princess will take care, that you shall have 
pumps sufficient to serve you till you return to Eng- 
land ; but thinks you canaot, in common decency, ap- 
pear in heels,! and therefore advises your keeping close 
till they arrive. Here are several Laputian mathe- 
maticians, so that the length of your head, or of your 
foot, is a sufficient measure. Send it by the first op- 
portunity. Do not forget our good frieuds the 500 






* See Gulliver's Travela. H. ' * ^ ! - 

f See GuUiver^s Travels, where high and low heels are oiad^tlK 
distiaction of political parties* H. ' ' 



^ 
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frearers. Ton may omit the gold thread. Many dis- 
pates hare aris^ here, whether the big^efidians, aDd1e»- 
ser-eodiaiiBr ever difibred io ofliQibit- aboat the breaking 
cf egg% wheo they were i^ be either battered or poach** 
ed ? or whether this part' of cookery was ever Iqdowd ib 
lilBpat? ^ 

I canDot conclude without telling yon, diat o«r island 
is in great joy ; one of our yahoos having been deliver* 
ed of a-creAture, half ram ^adhdf yahoo; and aaoAer 
has brdoght forth foor perfect black rabbite.* May we 
not hope, and with some probabili^ expect, that in 
thne, our female yahoos will produce a race of JSonyhn- 
Imms ? I am, sir, youp most humble servant, 

SIEVE YAHOat 



TO THE SAME. 

miDAM, NcfO. 17, 1726. 

When I receired your letter, I thought it the most 
umoccountable one I ever isaw in my life, and was not 
able to comprehend three words of it together. The 
perverseness of your lines astonished me, whidi tended 

* This aUadn \% a famoui impoetor, Mary Toft, of Godalmio, in 
Surry, called the rabbit womao, who, io Nov. 1726, pretended to be 
delivered of Uviog rabbits, and impost, among others, upon St. 
ifcodr^, the sorgeon, who attended on Mr. Pope, (p. 91.) and who was 
her advocate m print Sir Richard Maningbam was also deceived 
by her. Not so Mr. Dillingham the apothecary, who, on feeling her 
pulse, pronounced that she was not in labour, and laid a wager with 
St. Anidri of twenty guineas, that in a limited time the cheat woaU 
be discovered. It was so, and Mr. Dillingham laid out that money 
io tt pi^e of plate, on which he had three rabbits engraved as a me. 
•ittoiil N. 

' f Sieve is a name gfrea by Swift, in Onlliver*! Thiveli, to a court 
lady, 1^. - 
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iammiBtd to tbe ri^t ia one page, and upward io tbe 
^wo QCfaexB. TbiB i thought impofidble to. be dooe hy 
any one who did not squint with both ejes ; an iufirmi- 
ty I nevcf observed is you. UoweTer, one thing I was 
pleased with, th^t after you had writ down, you le- 
peoted, and wrk me up again. But I continued fo^r 
days it a loss for your meaning, till a bookseller sent 
jme tbe Travels of one Captain Gulliver, whq proved a 
▼ery good explainer, although at the same time, I 
^bought it hard to be forced to read a book of seven 
faondred p^fes, in or^er to understand a letter of fifi^ 
lioes; especially as those of our faculty are already but 
too jDuch pestered with commentators. The sti^ you 
require are makir^, because the weaver piques himsdf 
upon having them in perfection. But he has read Gul- 
. liver's book, tind has no conception what you mean by 
returning money ; for he has become a proselyte of tbe 
Houyhnhnms, whose great principle, if I rightly reraem- 
,ber, is benevolence ; and as'to myseli^ I am so highly 
.offended with such a base proposal, that I, zm determin- 
. ed to complain of you to her royal highness, that you 
^are a mercenary Yahoo, fond of shining pebbles. What 
have I to do with you. or your court, farther than to 
'Show the esteem I have for your person, because you 
rhappen to deserve it ; and my gratitude to her royal 
:highn^8s, who was pleased a little to distinguish me ; 
iwbich, by the way, is tbe greatest compliment I ever 
ipaid, and may probably be the last,- for I ^m not such 
id. prostitute flatterer as Gulliver, whose chief study is to 
e;Lteutiate tbe vices, and magnify the virtues of mankind, 
^nd perpetual]5>^ dins our ears with the praises of his 
xouDtry in the midst of corruptioD, and for that reason 
alone has found so np^any readers, and probably wilihave 
•n pension^ whidi, I suppose, was his chief design in 
iwi^ting. As for his compliments to the ladies, I can 
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easilj foi^ive him, as a natural effect of the devotioo 
ivhich our sex ought always to pay to yours. You need 
net be id pain about the officers searching or seiziDg the 
plaids, for the silk has already paid duty in England, 
and there is do law against exporting silk manufacture 
from hence. I am sure the princess and you have got 
the length of my foot, and Sk-Hobert Walpole says he 
has the length of my head, so that I need not give you 
the trouble of sending you eitlier. I shall only tell you 
in general, that I never had a long head, and for that rea- 
son few people have thought it worth while to get the 
Jeugth of my foot. ' I cannot answeryour queiies about 
eggs buttered or poached ; but I possess one talent which 
admirably qualiiies me for roasting them : for, as the 
world, with respect to eggs, b divided into pelters and 
roasters, it is my unhappiness to be one of the latter, ami 
consequently to be persecuted by the former. I have 
been five days turning over old books to" discover the 
meaning of those monstrous births you mention. That 
of ihe four black rabbits seems to threaten some dark 
court intrigue, and perhaps, some xhaoge in the admi- 
nistration ; for the rabbit is an undermining animal, tliat 
loves to walk in the dark. The blackness denotes the 
bishop, wliereof some of the last you have made are 
persons of such dangerous parts and profound abilities : 
But rabbits being clothed in furs, may perhaps, glance 
at the judges. However, the ram, by which is meant 
the ministry, butting with his two horns, one against the 
church, and the other against the law, shall obtain the 
victory. And whereas the bii'th was a conjunction of 
ram and yahoo^ this is easily explained by the story of 
Chiron, governor, or, whfch is the same thing, chief mi- 
nister to Achilles, who was half man and half brute ; 
which, as Machiavel observes, all good governors or 
princes ought to be. But I am at the end of my line, and 
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my lioe^.^ This is without a cover, to save mooej, aud 
plain paper, because 4he gilt is so thin it will discover 
seo^ts between us. In a little room for words, I assure 
you of vaj being, with truest respect, madam, your m«st 
obedient humble servant. 



FROM MR. GAY. 

Nov. 17, 1726. 

About ten days ago a book was published here of 
the travels of one Gullfver, which has been the conver- 
sation of the wliole town ever since : the whole impres- 
sion sold in a week ; and nothing is more diverting than 
to hear the different opinions people give of it, though 
all agree in liking it extremely. It is generally said 
that you are the author ; but I am told, the bookseller 
declares, he knows not from what hand it came. From 
the highest to the lowest it is universal/ read; from the 
cabinet council to the nui^eiy. The politicians to a 
man agree, that it is free from particular reflections, but 
that the satire on general societies of men is too severe. 
Not but. we now and then meet with people of greater 
perspicuity, who are in search for particular appli- 
cations in every leaf ; and it is highly probable we 
shall have keys published to give light into Gulliver's 
design. Lord ■ is the person who least approves it, 
blaming it as a design of evil consequence to depreciate 
human nature, at which it cannot be wondered that h« 
takes most offence, being himself the most accomplished 
of his species, and so losing more than any other of that 
praise which is due both to the dignity and virtue of a 
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mfin^. Tour iHeod, my Lord^ Hneoort, -comn^ids it 
veiy much, though be thioks io aome places the romter 
too far carried. The duchess dowager of Marlboroa^ 
is in raptures at it ; she says she can dream of nothia^ 
else since she read it : she declares that she has now 
found out, that her whole life has been lost in caressing 
the worst 'part of mankind, and treating the best as her 
foes : and that if she knew Gulliver, though he had 
been the woi-st enemy she ever had, she should give up 
h^r present acquaintance for his friendship. Tou may 
see by- this, that you are not much injured by being sup- 
posed the author of this piece. If you are, you have 
disobliged us, and two or three of your best friends, in 
not giving us the least hint of it while you were with us ; 
and in particular Dr. Arbuthnot, who says it is teo 
thousand pities he had not known it, he could have add- 
ed such abundance of things upon every subject. Among 
lady aatics, some have found out that Mr. Gulliver bad 
a particular malice to maicls of honour. Those of them 
who frequent the church, say his dengn is impious, and 
that it is depreciating the works of the Creator. Not- 
withstanding, I am told the princess has read it with 
great pleasure. As to other critics, they think the fly- 
ing island is the least entertaining ; and so great an opi- 
nion the town have of the impossibility of GuUlyer's 
writing at all below himself, it is agreed that part was 
not writ by the same hand, though this has its defenders 
too. It has passed lords and commons, ncmine contraM- 
ante ; and the whole town, men, women, and children^ 
are quite full of it. 

* It is DO wonder a man of real merit shocild amitmn a satire on 
his species ; as it ii^ures virtue, and vicdates troth : and as little^ 
that a corra0t and worthlebs man should apfrovt such a satire, ber 
cause it jartifies his. priaciplesi and; tends to excuse bis practicf*, 
Wabburton. 
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.-Perhaps I may all tbis time be t^IkiBg toyoaofa 

book 70U have Dever seen, and which has potx^t 

t reached Ireland ; if it has not, I believe wbftt we have 

i-aaldiwillbe sufficieot to recoiAroeod it to your readii^ 

and that you will order roe to send it to you. 

But it will be much better to come over yourself, and 
read it here, where you JvHUhave the pleasure of varie- 
ty of commentators, to explain the difficult passages to 
you. 

We all rejoice that you have fixed the precise time 
of your coming to be cum hirundine piitna ; which me 
modern naturalists pi^onounce, <Hight to be redicooed, 
contrary to Pliny, in thu nortbejrn latitude •f fifty-two 
degrees, from the end af February, Styl. Greg, at bx- 
thest. But to us your friends, the coming of such a 
black 9waUow as you, will make a summer In tbe.wffrpt 
of seasons. We are no less glad at your mention pf 
Twickenham ao'd Dawley : ,aud M town you.kuow you 
have a lodginf| at court 

Tbe.priflcessis clothed ia Ii^ 4iilk ; pray give our 
service to the weavers. We are strangely suiprised to 
hear that the bells in Ireland ring without your mooey^ 
I hope you do net write the tbtog that is DOt» We ate 

.. afraid that B hath been guilty of that crime^ tbfil 

you (like.a Houyhnbam) have^retted him^, a Yahpoy^ 
jfld disGarded him your jervice. I fiear jp^ do not un* 
derstand these modish ierjns, which every creature uqwr 
iwderstaiids but yourself. 

You tell us your .wine is had, and that the d^ergy do 
Bot fiie<|tteiit your house, which we L^ok upoa to ,be 
iMitolegy. The best advke we can give yoo is^ |o 

•BjUuicirouBstBOceit is dear. that Qfty knew Svi!t to be l(o 
aatbor of Gulliver ; tboagh tbe whole letter pleaiaotlj goes on the 
idea of Swift't beiog a straogtr to tiie work. Dr. Wajitok. 

B 2 
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make them a present of your wine, and come awaj to 
better. 

. You fancy we envy yoa, but you are mistaken ; we 
enry those yoii are with, for we cannot envy the man 
we love. Adiea: 



FROM THE EARL OF PETERBOROW, 

SIR, Nov. 29, 1720. 

I WAS endeavouring to give an answer to yours in a 
new dialect, which most of us are very fond of. I de- 
pended much upon a lady, who had a good ear, and a 
pliant tongue, in hopes she might have taught me to 
draw sounds out of consonants. But she, being a pro- 
fessed friend to the Italian speech and vowels, would 
give me no assistance, and so I am forced to write to 
you in the yahoo language. 

The new one in fashion is much studied, and great 
pains iaken about the pronunciation. Every body 
(since a new turn) approves of it ; but the women seem 
most satisfied, who declare for few words and horse per- 
formance. It suffices to let you know, that there i» a 
neighing duetto appointed for the next opera. 

Strange distempers rage in the nation, wl^ch your 
friend the doctor"*^ takes no care o£ In some, the ima- 
gination is struck with the apprehension of swelling to a 
giant, or dwindling to a pigmy. Others espect an ora- 
tion equal to any of Cicero's from an eloquent bard^ and 
some take the inraying of an ass for the emperor's speech 
in favour of the Vienna alliance. The knowledge of 
the iU2dent world is of no use ; men have lost their ti- 

• JProhably ArknthBOt. R. 
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ties; coDtineots aad islaods have got new names, just 
upon the appearance of a certain book.^ Women bring 
forth rabbits ;t and every man, whose wife has conceir- 
ed, expects an heir with four legs. It was concluded 
not long ago, that such confusion could be only bi-ought 
about by the black art, and by the spells of a notorious 
scribbling magician,} who was generally suspected, and 
was to be recommended to the mercy of the inquisition. 
Indictments were upon the anvil, a charge of sorcery 
preparing, and Merlin's friends were afraid, that thf ex- 
asperated pettifoggers would persuade the ju|ry to bring 
inbiUavera, For they pretended to bring in certain 
proofs of his appearance in several shapes : at one time 
a drapier ,i| at another a Wappiog surgeon ;§ sometimes 
a j^ardack, sometimes a .reverend divine. Kay more, 
that he could raise the dead ; that he had brought phi- 
losophers, heroes, ^nd poets, in the same caravan from 
the other, world ; and; after a few questions, had sent 
them all to play at quadrille in a flying island of his 
own. 

This was the scene not many days ago, and burning 
was too good for the wizard. But what mutations among 
the Lilliputians ! The greatest lady in the nation re- 
solves to send a pair of shoes without heels to Captain 
Gulliver; she takes vi et armis the plaid from the lady 
it was sent to, which is soon to appear upon her royal 
pei-son ; and now who but Captain Gulliver ? The cap- 
tain indeed has nothing more to do but to chalk his 
pumps, learn to dance upon the rope, and I may yet 

•Gulliver's Travels. H. 
- f Mary Tofls pretended to do this, see p. 100; luit being brought 
up to town, and well watched, tiie imposture was detected. H. 

1 The Dean. H. 

I In the Drapier's letters againit Wood's halfpence. H. 

\ LeTSoel Gulliver. U. 

E 3 



1«8 LETl'EES tPO ANB flFROM 

litre to see him a bishop. Terily, verily, Ilwlieiwiic 
never was iusueh intmiDent danger of pr<Bferinent. "Sir, 

Your ikfiectloBate tar. 



TO MRS. HOWARD.* 

My correspoD<!eDts have infi^rmed me, that your la- 
dysbip has done me the honour to answer several dbjec- 
'^ tions (hat ignorance^ malice, and party have made to my 
Travels, and been so charitable as> to justify the fideBty 
and veracity of the author. This zeal youihave shown 
for truth calls for my particular thanks, and at the same 
time encourages me to beg you would continue your 
goodness to me, by reconciling roe to the maids of ho- 
nour, whom, they say, I have most grievously ofiended. 
I am so stupid as not to find out how I have disobliged 
Uiem. Is there any harm in a young lady's reading of 
romances P Or did I make use of an improper engine 
to extinguish a fire that was kindled by a maid of 
honour ? And I will venture to affirm, that if ever the 
young ladies of your court should meet with a man of 
as little consequence in this country as I was in Bfob- 
dingnag, they would use him with as much contempt; bul 
I submit myself and my cause to your better judgment, 
^and beg leave to lay the crown of Lilliput at your feet» 
as asmall acknowledgment of your favour to my book and 
person. I found it in the corner of my waistcoat pocket, 
into which I thrust most of the valuable furniture of the 
royal apartment when the palace was on fire, and by 



* Thit-letter must l»Te been written about the end of the 7QaK 
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4Mi4aieef|)foiigkit<with:meiintof£«|^«^ I v^qr 

'^ooestly refltoied to thdrjuftjefties all thw. goods tfaAt I 
^kD«w were in my ponesfioo. May all ceijvli^rft UniMe 
4ae>iQ thaty^aad iiij^lMiflg,:fliadam,*.&c 



FROM Lt^DT BQEINGBROKE.'' 

J)e JkiniUy^ ee frmmer^Stmtr^ 1 726-7. 
On ni'a rdit, 'mooBieur, :i|ue vous voim plai|^ez.4e 
cn'jivdr point i:eo(irde mes lettres. V^its avcz tort : Je 
.▼ottstraiteeommes lea 'diTlBileSj quitieuaeot eoate aux 
iliDitiiiies . de \ \eaxs lnteDlMiB8. II 7. a idix . ass, ? que j'ai 
-eeiie de ¥0118 ^rire ; ttvaot <me d'avoir rjionoeur 4e 
'Toua conooltre, 'Uid€e que je <Bie faiitobdeyoiregra^UI^ 
•me retenoit: depak que j'aieu eelui de voir votre w^ 

Terence, je .ue raeauisipas tvouv^e assezd'iinsigiaMloQ 
;|M>ar Fhazarder. :Uo eeetaio M.jde Gulliver, avoit hd 
;peu reuMs en mouvoinent oetlerpaujrte jinufiaatieB cl 
•^teintpar I'air de lioodres, et pairddes conveisations 

dont je n'eateod que le bruit. Je vouhis me aaisir de 
'ce^fDomeiit pour vous ^crire maia je tombai malade, et je 
-I'ai toujeurs 6t6 depuis rtvois mois. Je profiie donc^ 
enoBsieur, du premier rotour de.ma sant^ pour Toiis re- 
:niereier de vos reproehe^, doot je suis ti^ flattie, et 

pour vous dire un mot de own ami M. GuUiver. .Tap- 
..preodsavec une grand salasfisction, qn'il vient d'dtse 

icaduit en Fraofoisy et c(«Dme moa sigjoui en Aglelene 



' *' A' French hedy of great fortune, learning; and poldseness, second 

txiHSe toiiotd VlacouBtBolfaigWoke, irbo married ber wliilsiin eiile. 

.vShe had been second wife of the Marquis de Vill^te, chef d'escadre, 

nephew or coubid to Madaaie de Maintenon. See Vohaire, Si§cle 

de Louis XIV. torn. II. She died March 18, 1749. Lord Botiogbroire 

survived ber; d7iD2 December Id, 17:»1, aged 78. H. 
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a beaucoup redouble mon amiti€ ppur moo pays et pour 
1068 compatriotes, je suis raH qu'ils puisseDt participer 
au plakir que m'a fait ce bon monsiear, et propter de 
ses d^couverteB. Je ne d^sesp^re pas mdme que 12 
▼aisseaux que la France vieot d'armer fie puissent dire 
destio^s a ude embassade chez messieurs les Houyhn- 
boms. £q ce cas je vous proposerai, que nous fassioos 
ce voyage. Ed attendant je sai bon gr^ a un ouTiier 
de Totre natiop, qui pour iastruire les dames (lesqueltos 
comme vous savez, monsieur, font ici un grand usage de 
leurs ^yentaik) en a fait faire, ou toutes les aventures 
de notre v^ridiqne voy agenr sont d^peintes. Vous jugez 
bien quelle part 11 ya avoir dans leur conversadoD* 
Cela fera il la v^rit6 beaucoup de tort a la pluie et au 
beautems, qui en remplissoient une partie, et en mon par* 
ticulier je sera priv6e des very cM et very wam^ qui 
sont les seuls mots que j'entends. Je conte de vqus eo- 
Toyer de ces 6veotuls par un de vos amis. Yous vous 
en ferez un m^rite avec les dames d^Irlande, si tant est 
que .vous en ayez besoin ; ce que je ne crois pas, du 
motns. si elles pensent comme les Frafi9oi8e8. Le 8e%- 
neur de Dawley, Mr. Pope, et moi sommes ici occup^s 
a boire, manger, dormir, ou ne rien faire, priant Dien 
qu'ainsi soit de vous. Revenez ce printems nous re- • 
voir, monsieur; j'attend votr^ retour avec impatience 
pour tuer le boeuf le plus pesant, et le cochon le plus 
gras, qui soit dans ma ferme : - I'un et Tautre seront servis 
en entier sur la table de votre reverence, craiute que 
mon cuisinier d'ueis uucun d6guisement Yous bril- 
lerez parmi nous du moins autaut que parmi vos cha- 
DoineS) et nous ne serous pas moins empi^ess^s a voua 
plaire. Je le disputerai a tout autre, ftant plus que 
personne du monde votre tris humble et tr^ obeissante 
servante. 
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FROM THE SAME.'* 

Mb. Pope m'a fait grand plaisir, moosieur, de m'afl- 
surer que Totre sant^ est bonce ; et de me mqotrer dans 
uoe de yos lettres des marques de rhonoeur de yotre 
souyenir. Je trouye que yoiis prenez fort mal yotre terns 
d'habiter yotre Dublin pendant que nous habitons notre 
Dawley. Nous aurions eu grand soin de yous cet hiyer, 
et nous aurions hai ensemble le genre humain, autant qu'il 
yous auroit pM, car je trouye qu^il n'embellit point au 
croftre. On a fait deux pieces de th^&tre en France, ti- 
roes soi-disant des id^es. de Gulliyer. Je ne yous les en- 
yoye point, carellessont d^testables : maiscela prouye au 
moins, que ce bon yoyageur a si bien r^ussi chez nous 
qu'oii a cr(i, qu'en mettaht settlement son nom aux plus 
mauyaises pieces, on les rendroit recommeodables au pub- 
lique^ Notre fermier yous embrasse : il se plaint et boude 
de ce que yous^tes parti sans qu'il ait pu yous dire adieu ; 
et de ce qu'il a yu une de yos lettres, oH yous ne dites 
pas un mot pour lui : majs je yous crois comme les co- 
quettes, qui se fiant a leurs charmes ne ' s'entbarassent 
pas d6 leurs torts. En eflfet ils yous seront pardonnes a 
la premiere lettre et encore plus ais^ment a la pre- 
miere esperance de yous reyoir. Adieu, monsieur, 
rportez yous bien, et nous serons content, je ne m^aviserai 
pas de yous mander des nouyelles de ce pays ci : Je 
suis €trang^re de plus en plus, et je ne serois tent^e de 
me faire naturaliser, que dans ceux od je pourrois yiyre 
ayec yous. 

* Endorged, " La47 BoliDgbroke." N, 
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FBOM LORD BOLINQfiSlOKE. 

JPtfft. 17, 1726^7. 

Tttfs oppoftuoitj of writkg to you I eaanot jjogkcly 

-Hiough I tbkH hiiY€ lose to taj to you dban I i^hMiM 

^iMve by aooUier oooyeyaoce. JMEr. Stopfof d being'^fiittf 

iBfernied of fiH thatpaases io this boitteroitB ctioiate af 

ouTB, aod carrying witbhim a cargo. of.oiir.ii'eekly poo- 

ductioDs. Yoa will fiad anger oa>oDe.nde, ami j»ge oa 

'Iheotfaer;- satire on one -side, and defamatioo oo the 

other. Aht 0ik «9l GfiUm%? -You Miflfer much nebefe 

you ape, a» you- tell me io an- old letter of yours wydi 

^I have before roe ; but you suffer with the hofiea of pass- 

^kig next suminer between Dawley.andiTwjck^ham; 

apd these hopes, you fkttter us-enougli to intiaiatey'Sii^ 

port your spirits. Remember this solemn renewal #f 

your engagements. Remember, that though 'you are a 

rdeao, you are not great enough to despue the reproach 

•of breakiog your word. Your -deafness must not be 4l 

'baokney excuse to you, as it was to Oxford. What 

-natter if you are deaf ? what matter if you canoot hear 

-^hat we say? You are not dumby and we:8hall hear 

you, and that is eoough. My idfe writes to you her- 

'self, and sends you some fans just arrived from LiUiptit, 

-which you will dispose of to the present Stella,* Who- 

-ever she be. Adieu, dear friend, I cannot in conscience 

^keep you any longer from enjoying Mr. Stopford's coo- 

^ersalion. I am hurrying myself here, that I oiay^t 

a day or two for Dawley, where I hope that you >witt 

find me established at your return. There I propose tOi 

finish my days in ease^ without sloth; and believe I 

* Mrs. JohnKfb died the month preceding the date of this letter. 
But, considering the tenderness with which the deal wai knoirn tore* 
gret her loss, this is a strange expressioo* F. 
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^11 seldom i4tit LoDdoo, unless it be to tliv^ m^Ftelf 
■ow and then with annoying fools and knaves for a month 
or two. Once more adieu ; no man loves jou better tkaa 
your fiftithfi^ B . 



TO JmS. HOWARD. 

HABJLM, Ftfft. 1,1726-7.' 

I JLX 80 very nice, and my workmen so fearful, that 
tbej'e is yet but one .|nece finished of the two, wiiieh you 
commanded me to send to hep joyei highness. The 
other was done I but the undertaker, conf(^iflg it was 
not to the utmost perfection, has obtained my leave for 
a second attempt; in which he promises to do wonders, 
ttid tells me it will . be ready in another fortnight ; al- 
though, perhaps, the humour may be quiteoff both wi(b 
(he princess and you; far, such were cimrts when I 
knew them^ I desire you will order her royal highness 
to go to Richmond as sooaas she can this summer, be* 
eause she will have the pleasure of my neighbourhood ; 
kit I hope to be inXjondon by the middle of March» and 
I do not .love ypu-miidi when you are there : and I ex* 
pect to find you are altered by flattery or ill company, 
I am.glad to tell you now, diat I honour you with my 
esteem; because, when the princess grows a crowned 
head, you shall have no more such compliments ; *and it 
is a hundred to one whether you will deserve them. I 
do not approve of your advice to luring over pumps for 
myself, but will father provide Another shoe€or his royal 
highness,"^ against there shall be occasion. I will tell 
you an odd accident that happened this night : While I 

* SeeGulliver's Travels, Voyage to LiUiput, ch, IV. N. 
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was caressing <me of my Houhynbnins, he bit my little 
fioger 80 cruelly^ that I am hardly able to write ; and I 
impute the cause to some fore)cDowledge io him, that I 
was~^goiDg to write to a Sieve Tahoo,"*^ for so you are 
pleased to call yourself. Fray tell Sir Robert Walpole, 
that if he does not use me better next summer than he 
did last, I will study revenge, and it shall be vengeance 
eccUsiastique. I hope you will get your house and 
wine ready, to which Mr. Gay and I are to have free 
access when you are at court; for, as to Mr. Fop^, fa^ is 
not worth considering on such occasions. I am sorry I 
have no complaints to make of her royal highness ; there* 
fore, I think, I niay let you tell her, ^^ Thatjevery grain 
of virtue and good sense, in one of her rank, considering 
the bad education among flatterers and adorers, is worth 
a dozen in any inferior person.'' Now, if what the 
world says be true, that she excels all other ladies at 
least a dozen times ; then, multiply one dozen by the 
other, you will find the number to be one hundred and 
forty-four. If any one can say a dviler thing, let him ; 
for I think it too much for me. 

I have some title to be angry with you, for not com- 
manding those who write to me to mention your remem- 
brance. Can there be any thing more base, than to 
make me the first advances^ and then be inconstant ? It 
IS very hard, that I must cross the sea, and ride two hun- 
dred miles, to reproach you in person ; when, at the same 
time, I feel myself, with the most entire respect, 

Madam, &c. 

* See Mn. Howard's letter, Nor. 8, 1726. N/ 
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FROM MR. GAY. 

MLB. 8iR» Whitehall, Feb. 18, 1 726-7. 

I BBXiiEV'B it is now mj turn to write to jou, though 
Mr. Pope has taken all I have to saj, and pot it into a 
long letter, which is sent too by Mr. Stopford : but, how- 
ever, I could not omit this occasion of thanking you for 
hia acquaintance. I do not know whether I ought to 
think you or not, considering I have lost him so soon, 
though he has given me some hopes of seeing him again 
in the summer. He will give you an account of our ne- 
gotiations together; and I may now glory in my success, 
frince I could contribute to his. We dined together to 
day at the doctor's, who, wiih me, was in high delight 
upon an information Jilr. Stopford gave us, that we are 
likely to see you soon. My fables are printed; but I 
cannot get my plates finislied, which hinders the publica- 
tion. I expect nothing, and am like to get nothing. It 
is needless to write, for Mr. Stopford can acquaint yojti 
of my affairs more fully than I can in a letter. Mrs. 
Howard desires me to make her compliments : she has 
been in an ill state as to her health all this winter, but I 
hope is somewhat better. I have been very much out 
of order myself for the most part of the winter : upon my 
being let blood last week, my cough and my headach are 
much better. Mrs. Blount always asks after you. I 
refused supping at Burlington-house to night, in regard 
to my health ; and this morning I walked two hours In 
the park. Bowrie told me this momipg that Pope had 
a cold, and that Mrs. Pope is pretty well. The con- 
tempt of the world grows upon me, and I now begin to 
be richer and richer; for I find I could, every morning 
I awake, be content with less than I aimed at the day 
before. I fancy, in time, I shall brin^ myself into that 
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itate which do man ever knew before me. Id thiokiog 
I have CDough, I really urn afraid to be conteat with so 
little, lest ^my good friends should censure me for indo- 
lence^ and the waut of laudable ambition, so that it wM 
be absolutely oecessaiy for me to improve my fortuoe to 
content them. How solicitous is maqluod to pleaae 
others! Pray give my sincere service to Mr. Ford. 
Dear sir, yours most affectionately, 

J. GAY. 



FROM MR. POPE. 

March S, 1120-21. 

Mr. Stopford will be the bearer of this letter, for 

whose acquaintance I am, amo^ msMiy other fovouii, 

.obliged to you; and I thiuk the acquaintaDce of so 

valuable, iogenious, and unaffiscted a roan, to foe none of 

the least obligations; 

Our miscellany is now quite printed. I am prod^ious- 
:ly ^ased with this joint volume, in which jnethinks we 
■Look like friends, side by side, serious and merry by 
'turus, conversing, interchangeably, and walking down 
-baud in hand to posteiity ; not in the stiflf forms of learn* 
'ed authors, flattering each other, and setting the rest of 
mankind at nought : but in a free, unimportant, natural, 
'teasy manner; diverting others, just as we diverted our- 
«elveiu The third volume consists ^of verses, but I would 
choose to print none but such as have some peculiarity, 
•and may be distinguished for ours, from other writers. 
There's ao ^d of making books, Solomon said, aud 
jteve all af manking miscellanies, which all nto can 
make. For unless there be a character ki every piece 
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late tbc mflit oftte elect, I should not care to be one of 
Ike twelve tbousaod signed. 

You recdved, I hope, some commendatdiry verses from 
a horse and a Lilliputian, to Gulliver ; and* an heroic 
epistle of Mrs. Guniver. The bookseller would fain 
have printed them before the second edition of the book, 
but I would not permit it without your approbation : nor 
do I much like them. You see how much like a poet I 
write, and if you were with us, you would be deep in 
politics. People are very warm, and very angry, very 
little to the purpose, but therefore the more warm and 
the more angry : Nan nostrum est, tantas componere 
iiies.^ I stay at Twitnam, without so much as reading 
newspapers, votes, or any other paltry parapblets^t Mr. 
Stopfbrd will carry you a whole parcel of them, whidi 
are serit for your diversion, but not imitation. For my 
own part, methinks I am at Glubdubdrib, with none but 
ancients and spirits ^bouf me. 

I am rather better than I use to be at this season, but 
my hand (though as you see, it has not lost its cunning) 
is frequently in very awkward sensations, rather than 
pain. But to convince you it is pretty well, it has done 
some mischief already, and just been strong enough to 
cut the other hand, while it was aiming to prune a fruit, 
tree. 

Lady Bolingbrokef has writ you a long, lively letter, 
which will attend this ; she lias very bad health, he very 
good. Lord FelerHkrow has writ twice to you; we 
fancy some letters have been intercepted, or lost by ac- 
cident. About ten thousand things I want to tell you; 



* ^* It is Dot ours such foctions to compose.'* P. 

f Madame Vilette, relict of the Marquis Vilette, second wife of 
Lord BoliD£brok«« She was niece t» the celebrated Madame Main- 
tenoo. XY> 
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I wish joii were as impatient to hear them, for if so, you 
would, you must come early this spring. Adieu. Let 
me have a line from you. I am vexed at losing Mr. 
Stopford as soon as I knew him : but I thank God I 
have known him no longer. If every man one begins 
to value must settle in Ireland, pray make me know no 
more of them, and I forgive you this one. 



TO THE REV, MR. WALLIS. 

SIB, Dublin^ AprU ^,1727. 

I AM jtist going for England, and must desire you to 
be my proxy at the bishop's visitation. I find there is 
likewise a triennial visitation, and think the enclosed 
may serve for both, with your wise management. The 
ladies are with me, being now come to live at the dean- 
eiy for this summer. You have their service, and so has 
Mrs. Wallis, as well as mine. I reckon you are now' 
deep in mire and mortar, and are preparing to live seveu 
years hence. I have been plagued with the roguery of 
my dean<sry proctor, whom I have discharged. I be- 
lieve I am worse for him six hundred ponnds, and his 
brother is. not much better. I wish you had been at my 
elbow to advise one, for you are fitter for the world than 
I am.' I hope to come safe back, and then to have done 
with England. ^ * 

I am ever yoiu^, S^c, 

J. S. 
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TO DR. SHERIDAN- 

Landwiy Mag 1 3, 1 727. 
This goes by a private hand, for my writiog is too 
much known, and my letters oHen stopped and opened; 
I had yours of the 4th instant, and it is the only one I 
have received oat of Ireland since I left you. I hardly 
thought our friend would be in danger by a cold ; I am 
of opipion she should be generally in, the country, and 
only now and then visit the town. We are here in s" 
strange situation ; a firm settled resolution to assault the 
present administration, and break it if possible. It is 
certain that Walpole is peevish and disconcerted, stoops 
to the vilest offices of hireling scoundrels to write Bil- 
lingsgate of the lowest and most prostitute kind, and has 
none but beasts and blockheads for his penmen, whom 
he pays in ready guineas very liber^ly. I am in high 
^displeasure with him and his partisans : a great man, who 
was very kind to me last year, doth not take the least 
notice of me at the prince's court, and there hath not 
been one of them to see me. I am advised by all my 
friends, not to go to France (as I intended for two months) 
for fear of their vengeance in a manner which they can- 
not execute here. ^ reckon there will be a warm win- 
• tar, wherein my comfort is, I shall have no concern. I 
'desire you will read dns letter to none but our two 

friends, and Mr. P ; his cousin with the red ribbon 

inquired very kindly after, him. I hear no news about 
your bishops, farther than that the lord If^utenant stickles 
to have them of Ireland, which Walpole always is inverse 
from, but does not think it worth bis trouble to exert 
hii credit on such trifles. The dispute about a war or no 
war still continues, and the major part inclines to the lat- 
ter, although ten thousand men are ordered for Holland. 
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« 

But this will bring such an addition to our debts, that it 
wiU give great advantages apin^ those in power, in the 
next sessions. Walpoie laughs at all this, but not so 
heartilj as 1» used. I have at last seen the princess* 
twice this week bj her own commands : she retains her 
dd civility, and I m}r old freedom ; ^ chwges um 
without caremofiy to be auUior of a bad booi^f though I 
told hev how angry, the ministry were; but she assumes 
■le^ thai both she and theprince were very well pleased 
wildi every partieiilar : but I disown the whole dS^asti as 
you know I very well mighty only gave her teave^ nne^ 
•he liked the bodk^ to suppose what author she pleaaed4 
You will wonder to find me say so much of politios, btti 
I keep very bad company, who are fuU of nothing ekm» 
Pray be very careful of your charge, or I shall ovder mf 
lodgers the bulk of their, glasses, and the number of thek 
bottles. I stole this timt to write to yon, having very 
little to spare. I go as soon as possible to the oouatiyi 
aAd shall rarely see this town. 

My* service to all friends. 

I desire you will send me ax sets of the edition of die 
Drapiers, by the first ^oqveniCDce of any friend or ac« 
quaintance that comes hither. 



FROM LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

Mt^ 18, 1727. 
I LIVED on Tuesday with yoa and Pope. Yeste»> 
day another of my fKecids found his way to this retreat^: 

* CarollDe, priocets of Wales, afterward quecB, consort of Geoife 

n. p. 

f GulUirer's Trarcb. H. 
^Dawler* B. 
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snd I Bhall pass this day alone. Would to God my 
whole life could be divided in the same manner ; two 
thirds to friendship, one third to myself, and not a mo- 
ment of it to the world. 

In the epistle, a part of which you Stowed me, men- 
tion is made of the author of Three Occasional Letters,^ 
^ a person entirely unknown* I would have you insinu- 
iRte there, that the only reason Walpole ean have bad 
to ascribe them to a particular person, is the authority 
of one of his spies, who wriggles himself into the compa^ 
ny of those, who neither love, esteem, nor fear the minis* 
ter, that he may report, not what he hears (since no man 
speaks with any freedom before him) but what he 
fuesses. 

'ffiday Morning, 

I was intermptefl' yesterday when I least expected 
it ; and I am going to-day to Lomlon, where I hear 
that my wife is not very well. Let me knew how Mrs. 
Pope does. 

I had a hint or two more for you ; but they have 
i»lipped out of my memory. Do not forget the sixty 

nor the twenty guineas, nor the min character 

transferred into the administration. Adieu. I am ever 
faithfully yours, my dear and reverend dean. I em- 
brace Pope. 

•Printed in his lordship's worts. They were 6rst published in 
February, 1726. H. 
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TO ARCHBISHOP KINO. 

MY LORD, May 18, 1727. 

I VNDSRSTAMo, bj some letters just come to my hands, 
that at your grace's visitation of the dean and chapter 
of St. Patrick's, a proxy was insisted on from the dean, 
the visitation adjourned, and a rule entered that a proxjr 
be exhibited within a month. If your grace can find, 
in any of your old tecords or of oturs, that a proxy was 
ever demanded for a dean of St. Patrick's, you will 
have some reason to insist upon it : but, as it is a thing 
wholly new and unheard of, let the consequences be what 
they wiU, I shall never comply with it. I take my chap- 
ter to be my proxy, if I want any : it is only through 
them that you visit me, and my subdean is to answer 
for me. I am neither civilian nor canonist : your grace 
may probably be both, with tlie addition of a dexterous 
deputy. My proceeding shall be only upon one max- 
im : never to yield to an oppression, to justify which no 
precedent can be produced. I see very well how per- 
sonal all this proceeding is ; and how, irom the very 
moment of the queen's death, your grace has thought fit 
to take every opportunity of giving me all sorts of unea- 
siness, without ever giving me, in my whole life, one sin- 
gle mark of your favour beyond common civilities. And 
if it were not below a man of spirit to make complaints, 
I could date them from six-and-twenty years past. Thb 
has something in it the more extraordinaiy, because, du- 
ring some years, when I was thought to have credit 
with those in power, I employed it to the utmost for 
your service, with great success, where it could be most 
useful, against many violent enemies you then had, 
however unjustly : by which I got more ill will than 
by any other action of my life, 1 mean from my friends. 
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ttj lord, I have lived, and by the grace of God will 
die, aa eneiny to servitude aod slavery of all kinds ; 
and I believe, at the same time, that persons of such a 
disposition will be the most ready to pay obedience 
wherever it is due. Your grace has often said, '' Tou 
would never Infringe any of our liberties." I will call 
back nothing of what is past ; I will forget, if I can, that 
you mentioned to me a license to be absent. Neither 
my age, health, humour, or fortune, qualify me for little 
brangles; but I will hold to the practice delivered down 
by my predecessors. I thought, and have been told, 
that I deserved better from that church and that king* 
dom : I am sure, I do from your grace. And I be- 
lieve, people on this side will attest, that all my merits 
are not very old. It is a little hard, that the occasion 
of my journey hither, being partly for the advantage of 
that kingdom, partly on account of my health, partly on 
business of importance to me, and partly to see my 
friends; I cannot enjoy the quiet of a few months with- 
out your grace interposing to disturb it. But, I thank 
God, the civilities of tliose in power here, who allow 
themselves to be my professed adversaries, make some 
atonement for the unkindness of others, who. have so 
many reasons to be my friends. I have not long to live ; 
and therefore, if conscience were quite out of the case 
for me to do a base thing, I will set no unworthy ex* 
^mples for my successors to follow ; and, therefore, re- 
peating it again, that I shall not concern myself upon the 
proceeding of your lordship, I am, &c. 
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FROM THE PRINCE OF LILLIPUT, 



!**+♦ 



+• 



la European characters and EDglish tV<^g : 
Tlie high and mightj Priiice Egrosgo, born to the 

most puissant entire of the East, 
Unto SxEtLA, the most resplendent gharj- of the West- 

ern hemisphere, sendeth health and happiness. 

BRIGHTEST PRINCESS, 1727. 

That invincible hero, tlje Man Mountain, forto- 
natelj arriving at our coasts some years ago, delivered 
lis from ruin by conquering the fleets and armies of our 
enemies, and gave lis hopes of a durable peace and hap- 
piness. But now the martial people of Blefuscu, en- 
couraged from his absence, have renewed the war, to re- 
venge upon us the loss and disgrace thej suffered by our 
vftlianl champion. 

The fame of your superexcellent person and virtue, 
and the huge esteem which that great general has for 
you» urged us in this our second distress to sue for your 
favour. In order to which, we have set our able and 
trusty nardac Koorbnilob, requesting, that if our gene- 
ral do6s yet tread upon tlie terrestrial globe, you, In 
compassion to us, would prevail upon him to take 
another voyage for our deliverance. 

And lest any apprehensions of famine among us, should 
render nardac Mountain averee to the undertaking, we 
signify to you, that we have stored oui* folds, our coops 
our granaries and cellars, with plenty of provision for a 

* Here we have a parcel of characters formed at raDdom, by way 
of the address io the Lilliputian tongue. D. S. 
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tog lupply of the wastes to be made by liis capacio^ts 
stomach. 

And farthermore, because as we hear you are not so 
well as we could wkb^ we beg you would complete our 
happiness by venturing your most valuable person along 
with him into our country ; where, by the salubrity of 
our finer air and diet, ymi will soon recover your health 
and stomach. 

In full assurance of your complying goodness, we have 
Bent you some provision for your voyage, and we shall 
with impatience wait for your safe arrival to our king- 
dom. Most illustrious lady, farewell. 

PRINCE EGROEGO. 

Dated the Ilth day of the 6th moeo, in the 
£001 year of the Lilliputian era. 



FROM MONSIEUR VOLTAIRE. 

6IE, Friday^ 1* 

I SEND you here enclosed two letters, one for Mr. Do 
Morville, our secretary of state, and the other for Mr. 
De Maisons, both desirous and worthy of your acquaint- 
ance. Be so kind as to let me know if you intend to 
fo by Calais, or by the way of Rouen. In case you re- 
solve to go by Rouen, I will give you some letters for a 
good lady, who lives in her country castle just by Rouen. 
She will receive you as well as you deserve. There 
you will find two or three of my intimate friends, who 
are your admirers, and who have learned English since 
I am in England. All will pay you all the respects, 
and procure all the pleasures they are capable of. They 
will give you a hundred directions for Paris, and provide 
you with all the requisite conveniences. Youchsafe to 



,/ 
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acquaint me with your resolution, I shall certainty do 
my best endeavours to serve 70U, and to let ray country 
know, that I have the inestimable honour to be one of 
your friends. I am, with the highest respect and es- 
teem, 

Your most humble obedient faithful servant, 

VOLTAIRE. 



MONSIEUR VOLTAIRE, 



At; COMPTE D£ MORVILLE, HINISTRE ET SECRETAIRE 

d'etat a VERSAILLES. 



JiONSEIGNEVB, 

Je me suis contents jusqu'ici d'admirer en silence vo- 
tre conduite dans les .affaires de TEurope ; mais il n'est 
pas permis a un homme qui aime votre gloire, et qui 
vous est aussi tendremcnt attach^ que je le suis, de de- 
mcurer plus long temps sans vous faire ses sinp^res com- 
plimens. 

Je ne puis d'ailleurs me refuser Thonncur que me fait 
le c61ebre Monsieur Swift, de vouloir bien vous presen- 
ter une de mes lettres. Je sai que sa reputation est 
parvenue jusqu' a vous, et que vous avez envie de le 
connoitre. II fait I'bonneur d'une nation que vous es- 
timez. Vous avez lu les traductions de plusieurs ouv- 
rages qui lui sont attribues. Eh, qui est plus capable 
que vous, monseigneur, de discerner les beaut^s.d'un 
original a trayers la foiblesse des plus mauvaises copies. 
Je crois que vous ne serez pas fache de diner avec 
Monsieur Swill, et Monsieur le President Henaut. Et 
je me flatte que vous regarderez comme un^ preuve de 
mon sincere attachement a votre personne, la liberty que 
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jie (veos de rous presenter ua des homnies les plus ex- 
traordinaires que FAngleten-e ait produit, et le plus ca- 
pable de sentir toute I'eteodue de vos grandes qualtt^s^ 
. Je suis pour toute ma vie, avec un profond respect 
et un attachement rempli de la plus haute estime, 
Mopseigoeur, votre trds bumble et tr^ obeissant sev- 
vitcur; 

VOLTAIRE; 



TO DR. SHERIDAN. 

London, June 24, 1 727. 

I HAVE received your last, irith the enclosed print. I 
desire jou will let Dr. Delany know, that I transcribed 
the substance of his letter, and the translation of what 
was registered, and added a whole state of the case, and 
gave it Mrs. Howard to give to the prince from me, and 
to jdesii-e, that as chancellor, he would do what be 
thought most iit.^ I forgot to ask Mrs. Howard what 
was done in it, the next time I saw her, and the day I 
came to town, came the ne^s of the king's death, of 
which I sent particulars the very same day to our friend ; 
since then we have been all in a hurry, with millions of 
schemes. I deferred kissing the king's and queen's 
hands till the third day, when my friends at court chid 
me for deferring it so long. I have been and am so ex- 
tremely busy, that though I begin this letter, I cannot 
finish it till next post ; for now it is the last moment it 
can go, and I have much more to $ay. I was just ready 
to go to France when the news of the king'sf death ar- 

* His royal highness George Prinze of Wales, chancellor of tlje 
nniversit7 of Dublin. H. 
f King George I. H. 
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rived, aod I came to town in order to begin my joumej. 
But I was desired to delay it, and I then determined it 
a second time ; when, upon some new incidents, I was 
witli great vehemence dissuaded from it by certain per- 
sons, whom I could not disobey. Thus things stand 
with me. My stomach is pretty good, but for some days 
my head has not been right, yet it is what I have been 
formerly used to. Here is a strange worlds and otir 
friend will reproach me for my share in it ; but it shall 
be short, for I design soon to return into the countiy^ 
I am thinking of a chancellor for the university, and 
have pitched upon one ; but whether he will like it, or 
my word b^ of any use, I know not. The talk is now 
for a moderating scheme, wherein nobody shall be used 
the worse or better for being called whig or tory, and 
the king hath received both with great equality, show- 
ing civilities to several who are openly known to be the 
latter. I prevailed with a dozen, that we should go In 
a line to kiss the king's and queen's hands. We have 
MOW done with repining, if we shall be used well, and 
not baited as formerly ; we all agree in it, and if things 
do not mend it is not our faults : we have made our of- 
fers : if otherwise, we are as we were. It is agreed the 
ministry will be changed, but the others will have a soil 
fall ; although the king must be excessive generous, if 
he forgives the treatment of some people. I writ long 
ago my thoughts to my viceroy, and he may proceed as 
he shall be advised. But if the archbishop* goes on to 
proceed to sub poena contempt&Sy &c. I would hare an 
appeal at proper time, which I suppose must be to dele> 
gates, or the crown, I know not which. However, I 
will spend a hundred or two pounds, rather than be eo- 
slaved, or betray a right which I do not value three 

« Dr. WUliam Klof. R^ 
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pence, but mj suceesson may. My seryice to all friends ; 
and so thinking I have said enough, I bad you farewell 
heartily, and long to eat of your fruit, for I dare eat 
none Iiere. It hath cost me five shilling in victuals since 
I came here, and ten pounds toservants where I have 
dined. I suppose my agent"*" in Ship street takes care 
and Inqi^res about my new agent. 



FROM LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

Saturdayy at Pope's, June 24, 1727. 

I AM going to London, and intend to carry this letter, 
which I will give you if I see you, and leave lor you if 
I do not see you. 

There would not be common sense in your g(4i^ into 
France at this juncture, even if you intended to stay 
there long enough to draw the sole pkasure and profit, 
which I propose you should have in the acquaintance I 
am ready to give you there. Much less ought you to 
think of such an unmeaning journey, when the opportu- 
nity for quitting Ireland for England is, I believe, fairly 
before you. To hanker after a court is fit for men with 
blue ribbands, pompous titles, and overgrown estates. It 
is below either .you or me ; one of whom never made his 
fortune, and the otiier's turned rotten at the very vaioh 
ment it grew ripe. But, without hankering, without as- 
suming a suppliant dependant's air, you may spend in 
England all the time you can be absent from Ireland, 
eifaire la guerre d Vo^. There has not been so much 
inactivity as you imagine ; but I cannot answer for coi»- 
sequencos. Adieu. 

* Rev. Mr. John Worrall H. 



,13a LETTERS TO AND FROM 

If you can call od me tomorrow moroing in your way 
to church) about teu oVIock, you will .find ^me just re^ 
turning to Cranford from the Pall-mall. 

I shall be returned again to London on Monday eveu- 



FROM THE SAME. 

Cranford^ Tuesday, 

I 

I HAVE SO severe a deflusion of rheum on both my 
eyes, that I dare hardly stir abroad. You will be rea- 
iiy to say, Physician, cure thyself; and that is what I 
am about. I took away, by cupping, yesterday, four- 
teen ounces of blood ; and such an operation would, I 
believe, have done you more good than steel and bitters, 
waters and drops. I wish John Gay success in his pur- 
suit ; but I think he has some qualities which will keep 
him down in the world. Good God ! what is man ? po- 
lished, civilized, learned man ! A liberal education fits 
iiim for slavery; and the p^ius he has taken give him 
the noble pretension of dangling away life in an anil* 
chamber, or of employing real talents to serve those who 
have none ; or, which is woi*se than all the rest, of mak- 
ing his reason and his knowledge serve all the purposes 
of other men^s follies and vices. You say not a word to 
jne about the public, of whom I think as seldom as pos- 

ible. I consider myself as a man with some little sa- 
tisfaction, and with some use ; but I have no p!easure iu 
thinking I am an Englishman ;*nor is it, I doubt, to 
much purpose to act like one. Serpit enim res, quaspro" 
Clivis ad pernicietn^ cum sonel cctpit, labitur. Plurcs 
enim discwit quemadmodum hacfiarUy quam quemad^fth 

dum his re>(Statur, Adieu^ 
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Let me know how you do. If jour laadlord^ is xt" 
turned, my kindest services to him. 



FROM THE SAME.t 

Sunday. 

Tou may be sure of letters from me to people, who 
iriU receive you with all the honours due to so great a 
traveller, and so exact an author. I am obliged to stay 
in the countiy to-morrow, by some business relating to 
my poor farm, which I would willingly make a rich one ; 
and for which purpose a person is with me, who comes 
from Suffolk on my siuumoos.^ 

On Tuesday, by seven in the evening, I will certainly 
be in the Pall-mall, and there you shall have, if you 
meet me, and not otherwise, both my letters and instruct 
tions, which will be of use to you. 

Raillery apart ^ since you do go into France, I shall 
be glad to talk with you before your departure ; and I 
fancy you would not leave England without embracing 
the man in England who loves you best. Adieu* My 
best^rvices attend all with you. 

* Mr. Pope, the dean being at Twickenham. N. 
f Endorsed " Lord Bolingbroke,. oa my going to Prince, about 
Jane, ir^." W. 
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DE M. L'ABBE DES FONTAINES.* 

A Paris, h A JuUlit, 1727. 

J'ai I'honneur, moD&ieur, de toub envoyer la 2de Edi- 
tion de Totre ouvrage, que j'ai traduit en Francois. Je 
vous auroffi envoys la premise, si je n'avois pas 6t6 
obIig6, pour des raisoos que je oe puis tous dire, d^in- 
86rer dans la pr6face un endroit, dont vous n^auriez pas 
eu lieu d'dtre content, ce que j'ai mis assur^mens nia1gr6 
moi. Comme le livre s'est d€bit6 sans contradiction, ces 
rsdsons ne subsistent plus, et j'ai aussit6t 8up[>nnQe cet 
endroit dans la 2de Edition, comme tous verrez. J'ai 
aussi corrig^ I'endroit de Monsieur Carteret, sur lequel 
j'avois eu de faux m^moires* Vous trouYcrez, monsieur, 
en beaucoup d'endroits une traduction peu fideUe ; niais 
tout ce qui pla!t en ^.ngleterre, n'a pas ici le mSme 
agr^ment f soit paix:e que les mccurs sont difT^rentes, soit 
parce que les allusions et les allegories, qui sont sensiblea 
dans un pays, ne le sont pas dans un autre ; soit enfin 
parce que le godt des deux nations n'est pas le mime. 
J'ai youlu donner aux Francois un livre, qui fut a lent 
vsag^ : Toila ce qui m'a rendu traducteur libre et peu 
fidelle. J'ai mime pris la Ubert6 d'ajouter, scion que 
Totre imagination 6chaufi(»t la mienne. C'est ft vous 
seul, monsieur, que je suis redevable de rbonoeur, que 
me fait cette traduction, qui a 6i6 d6bit^ ici avec une 
Tapidit6 ^tcmnante, et dont il y a d6ja trois Editions. Je 

♦ Petcf Fraices Gujet desFontauiefl, boro at Roufio in Normaodf^ 
June 29, 168ft, entered into the wo^i^y of the Jesuits in 1700; but 
quitted it fifteen years after. UeUved some years with the Cardinal 
d^Auvergne; and died at Paris, Dec. 16, 1743, being well known for 
several workf, and particularly for bis '* Observations sur les Oa- 
vrages Moderoes,^* in thirty-three volumes; and bis ** Jugeneos sur 
le* Ecrits oouveyax,*' in eteven vohimes. U- 
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slais p6n6tr6 cPune bi grand ettinie pour toos^ et je Tout 
sttis si ob1ig6, que si U sappreBsloiH <|tte |'ai faite, oe 
^Tous satisfaisoit pai enlidrement, je feral volontiers encore 
d'avantage p<Nir efiacer jusqu'au souTenv de eet eodroit 
de la preface : au surplus, je vous snpplie, mousieur, de 
vouloir bieo faire atteotioa a la justice, que je reus ai 
reodde dans la mfime preface. 

On se fiatte, monsieur, qu'oo aura bieot6t llioaoeur 
de vous posseder ici. Tous vos amis vous atteudeDt 
avec impatience. 

On ne parle ici que de votre arriv^e, et tout Paris 
sotthaite de vous voir. Ne diflr6rez pas noire satisfac' 
tion : vous verez un peuple, qui vous estime Innniment. 
£n attendant je vous demande, monsieur, llionneur de 
votre amiti€, et vo(is prie d'etre persuade, que persoooe 
ne vous honore plus que moi, et n'est avec plus de consi- 
deration et d'esiime, 

Votre tr^ humble, 

et tr^ obeissant serviteur, 

L'ABBE DES FONTAINES- 

Mr. Arbuthnot a bien voulii se charger de vous faire 
tenir cette lettre avec I'exemplaire que j'ai rhoaaeur do 
vous envoyer. 



A M. L'ABBE DES FONTAINES. 

Il y a plus d'un mois que j'aye recu votre lettre da 
4e Juillet, monaeur ; mais Texemplaire de la 2de Edi- 
tion de voUre ouvrage oe m'a pas M encore remis. J'ai 
lu la preface de la premiere ; et vous me permettrez de 
vous dire, que j'aye 6i€ fort surpris d'y voir, qu'eo me 
donnaot pour patrie un pais, daus lequel je suis n6, vout 
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fivez troiiv6 a propos de m'attribuer ud livre, qui porte 
le noni de son auteur, qui a eu le malheur de d6plaire a 
quelques uos de nos mioistres, et que je n'ai jamais 
avou6. ^ Cette plaiote, que je fais de votre conduite a 
moo egard, ne m'emp^che pas de vous rendre justice. 
Les traducteui'B donaent pour la plupart des louaoges 
excessives aux ouvrages qu'ils traduisent, et s'lmaginent 
peut-etre» que leur reputation depend en quelque fa^on 
de celles des auteurs^ qu'ils ont choisis. Mais vous. 
avez senti vos forces, qui vous mettent au dessus de 
pareilles precautions. Capable de corriger un mauvais 
livre, ent reprize plus difficile, que celle d'en composer, 
un bon, nous n'avez pas craiut, de donner au public la. 
traduction d'un ouvi'age, que vous assurez dtre pleio de 
polissoneries, de sottises, de pu6rilit6s, &c. Nous con- 
vepous ici, que le gout des nations u'est pas toujours le 
m§me. Mais nous sommes port6s a ci*oire, que le bon 
godt est le mime par tout, od il y a des gens d'esprit, de 
jugement et de s9avoir. Si done les livres du sieur Gul- 
liver ne sont calculus que pour les isles Britanniques, ce 
vojageur doit passer pour un tres pitojable ecrivain. 
Les mdmes vices et les mdmes folies regnent par tout ; 
du moins, dans tous les pays civilises de TEurope : et 
Tauteur, qui n'ecrit que pour une ville, une province, 
un royaume, ou mSroe un siecle, merite si pen d'etre 
traduit, qu'il ne merite pas d'etre lu. 

Les pai'tisans de ce Gulliver, qui ne laissent pas 
d'etre en fort grand nombre chez nous, soutiennent, que 
sun livre durera autant que notre langage, parce qu'il 
ue tire pas son merite de certaines modes ou mani^res 
jdt penser et de parler, mais d'une suite d'observations 
sur les imperfections, les folies, et les vic^s de Tbomme. 

Yous jugez bien, que les gens, dont je viens de vous 
pavler, n'approuvent pas fort votre critique; et vous 
«erez sans doute surprls de 99avoir, qu'ils regardent 
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te chirurgieD de Taisseau, comme un auteur grave, qui 
ne sort jamais de sod s6rieux, qui n'empruDte autun 
fard, qui ue se pique point d'ayoir de I'esprit, et qua se, 
coDteute de conimuniquer au public, dans une nanratioii 
simple et uaive, les avaotures, qui lui sout arriv6e8, €t 
]es choses qu'il a vues, ou eutendues dire pendant' ses 
vojages. 

Quant a Tarticle qui regard milord Carteret, sans 
m'informer d'oii vous tirez vos m6moires, je vous dirai, 
que vous n'avez ^crit que la moiti6.de la v6iit6: et 
que ce Drapier, ou r6el on suppos^^ a sauv6 I'lrlande, 
en menant toute la nation contre un projet, qui devoit 
enrichir au depens du public un certain uombre de par* 
ticuUers. 

Flusieurs accidens, qui sont aniv6s, m^emp6cheroDt 
de faire le voyage de France pr6sentement, et je ne suis 
plus assez jeune pour me flatter de retrouver un autre 
occasion. Je s^ais, que j'aye perdu beaucoup, et je suis 
tr^s sensible- a cette pette, L'unique consolation, qui me 
veste, c'est de songer, que j'en supporterai mieux le pays^ 
auquel la fortune m'a condamoe. 



TO MRS. HOWARD. 

Tmckerihatn, July Q^ nZ7i belween 
MADAM^ Church and Dinner time. 

Mr. Gay, by your commands, as he says, showed me 
a letter to you from an unfortunate lady, one Mrs. Pratt, 
-whose case I know very well, and pity \tvy much ; but, 
I wonder she would make any mention of me, who am 
almost a stranger to you, farther than your goodness led 
you a little to distinguith me. I have often told Mrs. 
Pratt, that I h^d not the lea^t interest with the friend's 
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fiieod'g frieod of any body in power ; on the cootraiy, I 
bave been used like a dog for a dozen years, by every 
soul who wa» able to do it, and were but sweepers about 
a court. I believe you will allow that I koow coicrts 
well enough, to remesedber, that a man must have got 
inaoy degrees above tbe power of recommepdiog him- 
self, before he should presume to recommend another) 
even his nearest i*eIation ; and, for my own part, you 
aay be sure that I will never venture to recommend a 
mouse to Mrs. Cole's cat, w a shoe cleaner to your 
meanest domestic. But you know too well already how 
very injudicious the general tribe of waoters are. I 
told Mrs. Pratt, that if she had friends> it were best to 
solicit a pensioD; but it seems she had mentioned a 
place. I can only say, that when I was about courts, 
the best lady there had some cousin> or near dependauft, 
whom she would be glad to recommend for an employ- 
ment, and therefore would hardly tliink of strangers : 
For I take the matter thus ; that a pension may possibly 
be got by commisseration, but great personal favour is 
required for an employment. There are, madam, thou- " 
sands in the world, who, if they saw your dog use me 
Idlndly, would, the nexi day, in a letter, tell me of the 
delight they heard I had in doing good ; and being as- 
sured that a word of mine to you would do any thing, 
desire my interest to speak to you, to speak to the 
speaker, to speak to Sir Robert Walpole, to speak to the 
king, &e. Thus wanting people are like drowning 
people, who lay hold of every reed or buktish in their 
way. 

One place I humbly beg for myself wiiich is in your 
gift, if it be not disposed of; I mean the perquisite of 
all the letters and petitions you receive, which, being 
generally of fair, large, strong paper, I can sell to good 
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advantage to the bandbox and trank makers, and I hope 
AT ill aDiiually make a pretty comfortable penny. 

I hear, while I \ras at church, Mr. Pope writ to yoa 
upon the occasion of Mrs. Pratt's letter, but they will not 
show me what is writ: Therefore I will not trust them, 
but resolved to justify myself ; and they shall not see 
this. 

I pray God grant you patience, and preserve your 
^ye sight : but confine your memory to the service of 
your royal mistress, and the happiness of your truest 
friends, and give you a dotible portion of your own spirit 
to distinguish them. I am, with the truest respect, 
Madam, 

Your most obedient 

and most obliged humble servant, 

JONA,TH. SWIFT. 



FROM LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

[Aug. lt27.]Tii€wfcy- 

I RETURN yon the papers, which I have read twice 
over since you was here. They are extremely well; 
but the Craftsman has not only adveitised the public^ 
that he intended to turn newswriter ; he has begun, and 
for some weeks continued to appear under that new cha- 
racter. This consideration inclines me to think, that 
another turn might be given to the introduction ; and 
perhaps this would naturally call for a fourth letter from 
the Occasional Writer, to account for his silence, to pro- 
secute your argument, to state the present disputes about 
political affairs; and, in short, to revive and animate the 
paper war. When we meet next, I will explain myself 
better than I can do by a letter writ in haste, with mow- 
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ers and hafmakers about me. Adieu. Let Pope shaifi 
my eoabraces with you. 



TO DR. SWIFT.* 

Thursday. . 

Lord B. is so ill, and so^uch alone, the cotnmoD fate 
of those who are out of power, that I have not left him 
Qoe day siuce my return from London. Let me know 
how you are. Say something kind from me to Pope. 
Toss John Gay over the water to Richmond if he is 
with you. Adieu. 



MR. PULTENBY TO MR. POPE. 

Eleven o^clccky Tuesday momingi 

I AM obliged to you for all your compliments, and 
when the Dean is well enough, I hope to see you io 
town. Tou will probably find me a much happier mao 
than when you saw me last ; for I flatter myself, that in 
an hour or two I shall be once more blessed with a son. 
Mrs. Fulteney is now in labour : if she does well, and 
brings me a boy, I shall not care one sixpence how much 
longer Sir Robert governs England, or Horace ^vem3 
France. 

I am ever yours, 

W.P. 

♦ It does not appear who was the writer of this short letter, ft^ 
haps Mr. Pulteney. W. 
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TO DR. SHERIDAJN^. 



Tmekenham, July 1, 1727. 
I HAD yours of June 22. You complain of not hear- 
lug from me ; I never was so constant a writer. I have 
writ six times to our friends, and as many to you. Mr. 
Pope is reading your Persius ; he is frequently sick, and 
so at this time ; he has read it, but you must wait till 
ne:st letter for his judgment. He would know whether 
it Is designed for an elegant translation, or only to show 
the meaning; I reckon it an explanation of a difficult 
author, not only for learners, but for those also who are 
not expert in Latin, because he is a very darl^ author t 
I would not have your book printed entire, till I treat 
with my bookseller here for your advantage. There is 
a word {conca^uus) which yon have not explained, nor 
tiie reason of it. Where you are ignorant, you should 
confess you are ignorant. I writ to Stella the day we 
heard the king was dead, and the circumstances of it. I 
hold you a guinea, I shall forget something. Worrall 
writ to me lately. In answer, I desire that when the 
archbishop comes to a determination, that an appeal be 
properly lodged, by which I will elude him till my se- 
turn, which will be at Michaelmas. I have left London» 
and stay here a week, and then I shall go thither again; 
just to see the queen, and so come back hither. Here 
are a thousand schemes wherein they would have me en- 
gaged, which I embraced but coldly, because I like none 
of them. I have been this ten days inclined to my old 
disease of giddiness, a little tottering; our friend un- 
derstands it, but I grow cautious ; am something better ; 
cyder and champaign and fruit have been the cause. 
But now I am very regular, and I eat enough. I took 
Dr. Delaoy's paper to the king when he was prince ; he 
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and his secretary* are discontented with the provost,! 
but they find he has law on his side. The king's death 
hath broke that measure. I proposed the Prince of 
Wales to be chancellor, and I believe so it will go. Pray 
copy oyt the verses I writ t<>Steila on her collecting my 
verses, and send them to me, for we want some to mak6 
our poetical miscellany large enough, and I am not there 
to pick what should be added. Direct them, and all 
other double papers, to Lord Bathurst, in St. James's 
fit[uare, London. I was in a fright about your verses on 
Stella's skkness, but glad when they were a month old. 

Desire our friends to let me know what I should buy 
for them here of any kind. I bad just now a long letter 
from Mrs. Dingley, and another from Mr. Synge. Pray 
tell the latter, that I return him great thanks, and will 
leave the visiting affair to his discretion. But all the 
lawyers- in Europe shall never persuade me, that it is io 
the archbishop's power to take or refuse my proxy, when. 
I have the king^s leave of absence. If he be violent, t 
will appeal, and die two or three hundred pounds poorer 
to defend 4lie rights of the dean. Pray ask Mr. Synge 
whether his fenocchio be gi*own; it is now fit to eat 
here, and we eat it like celery, either with or with- 
out oil/&c. I dengo to pass my time wholly in the 
country, having some business to do, and settle, be- 
fore I leave England for tlie JUist time. I will send 
you Mr. Pope's criticisms, and my owp, on your 
work. Pray forget nothing of what I desire you*. 
Pray God bless you all. If the king had lived but 
ten days longer, I should be now at Paris. Simple- 
ton ! the Drapiers should have been sent unbound, but 
it is DO great matter; two or three would have been 
enough. I see Mrs. Fad but seldom; I never trouble 

• fiamncl Moljncux, Esq. R f Rcr. Mr. BaJdwjft . P. 
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them but irben I am sent for : she expects me soon, aod 
after that perhaps no more while I am here. I desu-e it 
may be told that I never go to court, which I mention 
because of a passage in Mrs. Dingley's letter ; she speaks 
<night7 good things of joitr kindness. I do not want 
that poem to Stdla to print it entire, but some passages 
out of it, if they deserve it, to lengthen the volume. 
Read all this letter without hesitation, aod J will give 
you a pot of ale. 

I intend to be with you at Michaelmas, bar iropo^ 
bilities. 



FROM CHEVALIER RAMSAY.* 

REVEREND SIR, Pafis^ Aug. 1, 1727. 

BIr^ Hook having acquainted me with what goodness 
and patience you have been pleased to examine a per- 
formance of mine,f I take this occasion to make my ac- 
knowledgments. JNTotbing could flatter me more sensi- 
bly than your approbation. To acquire the esteem of 
persons of your merit, is the principal advantage I could 
wish for by becoming an author, and more than I could 
flatter myself with. I should be^ proud of receiving 
your commands, if I could be any way useful to yon in 
this part of the world ; where, I assure you, your repu- 
tation is as well established as in your own country. I 
am, with the utmost regard and esteem, 

Reverend Sir, 

Your most humble, 
and most obliged, obedient servant, 

A. RAMSAY. 

* Endorsed by the dean, " Scotch Author in France-" N. 
t i;he Travels of Cfnis* K. 
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FROM MRS. HOWARD. 

Augitst, 1727, 

I WRITE to 70U, to please myself. I hear you are 
melancholy because you have a bad head and deaf 
ears. These are two misfortunes I have laboured un- 
der these many years, and yet was never peevish witk 
myself or the world. Have I more philosophy and re- 
^flolution than you ? Or am I so stupid that I do not feel 
the evil ? Is this meant in a good uatured view ? or do 
I mean that I please myself, ivheu I insult over you P 
Answer these queries in writing, if poison or other me- 
thods do not enable you soon to appear in person. 
Though I make use of your own word poison, give me 
leave to tell you, it is nonsense ; and I desire you will 
take more care, for the time ta come, how you endeavour 
to impose upon my understanding, by making 00 use of 
your own. 



TO DR. SHERIDAN. 

Ttdckenhamy Aug* 1 2, 1 727. 

I AM cleverly caught, if ever gentleman was cleverly 
caught ; for three days after I cam« to town with Lord 
Oxford^ from Cambridgeshire, which was ten days ago, 
my old deafness seized me, and hath continued ever 
since with great increase ; so that I am now deafer than 
lever you knew me, and yet a little less I think than I 
was yesterday ; but which is worse, about four days 
avo my giddiness seized me, and I was so very ill, 

' * Son of the late right hoDOurable Robert Harl^, lord high trea- 
surer of Eogland, created £^rl of Oxford and M ortimdr by Quee a 
Anne. H. 
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that yesterday I took a hearty Vomit, aa(l though I now 
(otter, jeit think I am a thought better ; but nhat will 
be the event, I know not ; one thing I know, that these 
deaf fits use to continue five or six weeks, and I am re- 
solved if it continues, or my giddiness, some days longer, 
I will leave this place and remove to Greenwich, or 
somewfiere near London, and take my cousin Launcelot 
to be my nurse. Our friends know her ; it ts the same 
with Pat ELolt. if my disorder should keep me longer 
than my license of absence lasts, I would have you get 
Mr. Worrall to renew it ; it will not expire till the sixth 
or seventh of October, and I resolved to begin my jouiv 
ney September 15th. Mr. Worrall will see by the 
date of my license what time the new one should com- 
mence ; but he has seven weeks yet to consider : I on- 
ly speak in time. I am very uneasy here, because so 
many of our acquaintance come to see us, and I cannot 
be seen ; besides, Mr. Pope is too sickly and complai* 
sant ; therefore I resolve to go somewhere else. This 
is a little unlucky, my head will not bear writing long : 
I want to be at home, where I can turn you out, or let 
you in, as I think best. The king and queen come in 
two days to our neighbourhood i* and there I shall be 
expected, and cannot go ; whicJi, however, is none of 
my grievances, for I would rather be absent, and have 
now too good an excuse. I believe this giddiness is the 
disorder, that will at last get th^ better of me ; but I 
would rather it should not be now ; and I hope and be- 
lieve it will not, for I am now better than yesterday: 
Since my dinner my giddiness is much better, and my 
deafness a hair's breadth not so bad. It is ju5t as usual, 
worst in the morning and at evening. I will be very 
temperate ; and in the midst of peaches, figs, nectaiioes, 

* Richmond. H. 
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and rndberrie^ I touch not a l^t I hope I shalUhow 
ever, set out io the mnlst of September, a§ I desigaed. 
This is a long letter for ad ill head : so adi^u. 
My aervice to our two friends aud all others* 



TO MRS. HOWARD. 

HADAM, Twickenham^ Aug. 15, 1727. 

I WISH I were a young lord, and you were unmarri- 
ed : I should make you the best husband in the world, 
for I am ten times deafer than ever you were in your life : 
and instead of a poor pain in my face, I have a good sub- 
stantial giddiness and headach. The best of it is, that 
although we might lay our heads together, you could 
tell me no secrets that might not be heard Ave rooms dis- 
tant. These disorders of mine, if»they hold me as long 
as they used to do some years ago, will last as long as 
my leave of absence, which I shall not renew : and 
then the queen will have the misfortune not to see me^ 
«nd I shall go back with the satisfaction never to have 
seen her since she was queen, but when I kissed her 
hand. And, although she were a thousand queens, I 
will not lose my privilege of never seeing her but whea 
s)ie commands it. I told my two landlords, that I would 
write you a love letter ; which, I remember, you com- 
manded me to do last year : but I would not show it to 
either of them. I am the greatest courtier and flatterer 
you have, because I try your good sense and taste, more 
than all of them put together, which is the greatest' com- 
pliment I could put upon you ; and you have hitherto 
behaved yourself tolerably well under it ; much better 
than your mistress, if ^at a lady told me was true : 
that talking with the queen about me, her majesty said 



•-IiMMi^ddflivt «f a mwL'' But I lafgiireili^'; Jvr 
kM an add IhUif^o^ipeiA: fiiedy to pinficeB. 

i mU<iaf ^aaotfaor thing m your [Mmise, Aatif;wMlfi€i» 
would beoome ^Foufbettor^ao aigr p«raofiI knoif : jand 
fcr that veiyfraaapQ* there js^iobedj I ;iri8h ,to be.good 
«tBiiM^asyQi09Bdr» 

I am^iflP. 



TO MBS. HOWARD. 

xaDAHy Tjvu^bfiiam, ^6^^. 19, 1 727. 

AbovtIwo boiuBiiefoieyoii' were bora I got iny'^ld- 
4iflen, by oatiiig a famdredtgoldenrf^ppiBS at a time at 
RkhflMiDd ; and mbm you were four yearsaod a ^piMr* 
ierudd, hatiog ifwo dayv, having made a fioetsoat about 
Hfeuty nikB £Bdrther io'Saney, wiieve I ueed to^readaiid 
*— '^y'Aeie I got n^'dea&ess ; and tbete taro ftiends 
hare vidted me^ one or other, every year sfaice, and %&• 
iog old acquaintance^ have now diom^ fit -lo come to- 
gether. So much for IhecalamitieB wherein I have the 
honoinr to rteemble you; 'and you cee your sufferings 
are hat chikhr^ in earoparison of mine ; and yet, to 
ahow my phikMophy, I have been as cheerful as Scarron. 
Ton boast that your disiBrdera never made you peevidi. 
Where is the vhlue, when all the world was peevish on 
your account, and so todk the <dBce oat of your hands ? 
Whereas I bore the whole load myself np body cariQg 
three pence What I'8aSbfed,'or whether I were hanged 
-mr at ease. 1 tell you my -pbikisophy is twdve times 
ibctter Ada yoars^ for I 'oan oatt witnesses that Ihear 
.Mf your painB, beside all my «wn, which are In them- 
selves ten times greater. Thus have I most fully an* 
awered your qoeite. I iMi ike poisoa -were in my 
TOL. zvn. o ^ 
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'Stomach (which may be very prd)able, considcfiog tAe 
many drugs I take,) if I remember to have meationed 
that word in my letter. But ladies who have poison in 
their eyes, may be apt to mistake in reading.* O ! I 
have found it out ; the word person I suppose was writ- 
ten like poison. Ask all the friends I write to, and they 
will attest this mistake to be but a trifle in my way of 
writing, and eould easily prove it if they had any of 
my letters to show. I make nothing of miatakiog unto- 
ward for Howard ; wellpull, for Walpole ; knights of a 
share, for knights of a shire ; monster, for minister ; in 
writing speaker, I put an n for a p ; and a hundred such 
bhinders, which cannot be helped^ while I have a hun- 
dred oceans rolling in my ears, into which no sense has 
been poured this fortnight ; and therefore if I writ non- 
sense,.! can assure you it is genius, and not borrowed. 

Thus'I write by your commands, and besides, I am 
bound in duty to be the last writer. But, deaf or gid- 
dy, hearing or steady, I shall he ever, with the truest 
regard. 

Madam, 4 

Tour most obedient 

and most humble servant, 

JONATH. SWIFT. 



TO DR. SHERPDAN. 

Tmckenham^ At^. 29, 1727. 

I HAVE had your letter of the 19th, and expect before 
you read this, to receive another from you, with the 
mo^t fatal news that can overcome to ine, unless I should 

* Sec Mfs» H<nrard*0 letter, p. H2. N* 
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be pQt to death for some IgnomiDious crime. I coiitioue 
"vexj ill with my giddiness and deafness, of wbicli I bad 
two days intermission, but since worse, and I sliall be 
perfectly content if God -shall please to call me away at 
this time. Here Id a triple cord of friendship broke, 
which hath lasted thirty years, twenty-four of wbich in 
Ireland. I beg, if you have not writ to me before you 
get this, to tell me no particulars, but the event in gene* 
ral : my weakness, my age, my friendship, will bear no 
more. I have mentioned the case, as well as I knew it, 
to a p%sician, who is my friend ; and I find his methods 
were th€ same, air and exercise, and at last ass'^i nsi'k. 
I will tell you sincerely, that if I were younger, and in 
health, Gt in hopes of it, I would endeavour to divert 
my mind by all methods in order to pass my life in quiet ; 
but I now want only three months of sixty. I am 
strongly visited, with a disease, that will at last cut me 
o(]^ ^ I should this time escape; if not, I have but a 
poor remainder, and that is below any wise man's valn- 
iDg. 4 do not intend to return to Ireland so soon as -V 
purposed ; I would not be there in the very, midst of 
griefl I desire you will speak to Mr. Worrall to- get a 
new license about the beginning. of October, when my 
old one (as you will see by the date) shall expire; but 
. if that fatal accident were not to happen, I am not able 
to travel in my present condition. What I intend i?, 
Immediately to leave this place, and go with my couHn 
for a uui*se about live miles from London on the other 
side toward the sea, and if I recover, I will either pass 
this winter near Salisbury plain, or in France ; and 
therefore I desire Mr. WoiTall may make this license 
. run like tlie former; *' to Great Britian, or elsewhere, 
for the recovery of his health.'' 

Neither my health nor grief will permit me to say 
more : vour directions to Mr. Launcelot at his house ia 



\ 



U8 LETflSB to illSft *4lOM 

New Bbml^tr^fet, bV<fr ^d«t 'the «rbW6 tod tSdflite^ 
VHl i-eacfe ttic'. FiA%if*ert. 

tFbis s&b¥e was uh^l^ii^d, and itty ft^ last yei^ 



*0 llH. «H^ail!»AN. 

I 'BAD>^A£fe 6r 'di^ r9iii'«f Ah^«^ ^isieb 'I ^s#ma 

the 20th li^tti TVrkkcDifoil!. Icshl^e^ tioWfi ^^tb^lak 
day bf August, being 1rht)atieDt <Mf "sltfj^i^ lli^^ 4iMg», 
whefie 'so mucli cbhipauy '^tee td uis, WhOe I *9ha lb 

"gid^ and deaf. I am^nofiflr got to ^ tm^ lAvM^ 
lot's liotise, wbefe 1 dcdre all lettert miy be Iftl^^dM 
to rrie v^ am sdll ia the 'same cbnditlou, 'or raA^ iront^ 
for I ^sQk Ifkh a druDken man, and ain deafer Aau er^ 
y oil kribw me. f f I liad any tolerable heaHh, f m^ 

, ^o tMs moititnt 16 If f laud ; yet I think I woodd tfDl» 
ct)h8ideHng the nie^s^ daily expect to liear fromybtt. 
1 halte just Vec^iVed ybuts of August !^4; I ifept ft ito 
"hburiti iify'podibt With all the Mispetice bf *a itta^^x/Vo 
cxpeefedtohear t'h^\^r8t beWs that foi^tunb could gi^ 
bim ; and ^t tht^aMe time Vas not able tb bold Op tt(y 
!S€?ad. ^hese *are the pettjUi^hefe bf Itvibg Ibtig: -flte 
last act of life Is alii'lAys a tragedy tttbest; blitlt fc'a 
bitter ag^^rallion to baVe one's best Mend go 'beMe 
ote, 1 d^^r^d iu ttty last, tliat y ou trottld not enho^ 
ttpdn Mt event ; hut tell'me the'bare fact 1 1btig kMlw 
{hat'dti^ ^r^frt^tid had tibt (he smrdm Mte; bOiitj 
friendship could not arm me agMint this acddeut, al» 
thdtigh T fbrei^^ it. I have said enough In my last let- 
ter, wfaicii ii6W I siippose is with yon. I kobw tiot 



• 



t^ qie |o, l^ Wii p^^fec); tiesiltfii )Rh!§a sudji ^ frij^jf}; is^ <J^ 

trfs^ ^ desperate c^mj^xjpf^ pf oui^ &^^¥<i iQ^e^ lii^ 
a» i«<Uflei;^t t«9 n^ yfh^ \j ^mr^ of i^tifre h%ve ^ 
iiUle leA» tbf 1 1 4o not \!^\ifi^ it worth t^ timfe ^9tmfi- 
1^;, yet I afioiUd il^qk, accor<jlifig Ui vh^ tm^ b^^ 
f<^rmer\^^ \^9\. \ m^ ^^9^ ^ a^ercofni^ tbi% prmo^ 
diyprdjBT; ^i^ 1<» wl^t adv^nts^e 2 Why,taa|^tbelpf^ 

o( IM p^iivin far w^hp^ S«l^^ o«UF ^ ^^ ^^* B**^ 
pendioc* ( brwig^ bo^h tbi^ friei^d^ aver,'* th^t if ^ 

^ k«ot ifi I^(<|JM^ a^ Mif rai)»^;.:iin§ pfr«o^ you]^noi|^ 
1^9 m fi^wei:^ t]|ue ea4; {|i\d \iiq oth^i^ >vho |« dqv to 
b^ loK^ i/f aU 4^t if;:^ Ki|li|at(te* Yo^ i|p^ y^l^ i^ie, 
q! jTW ar^ fl gie^ typ9cr\H-. \^*H^ h^y^ ]( t^ da ^ 
tliGi HQcld? j; A^cr vail ifi suk^ ^wc& ^i ?l^ l te. 
fitf¥e4 ]rw» Icmr;, aB4 |i^ j^t ^ 19 j V^\t\, I ^ «|^ 
to boM up my wnj bead np looger. 



MR. POPE TO DR. SHERIDAN. 

I .^ both oJ^Ul^ «pd iparq^ (qr your lettt^. Wl»*t 

you ipevOon 9f a particular 6mi o( *« P«W*« Wn« 
^IQQ Um^ (fink 9f ^^oOi^ wortO, pvcs fneg^reatp^; 
far it mikea me, io teodemeM tohim, wishJiim i^itb ypu, 
and at the name tine I fear be is not in a condition ta 
Bake the journey. Though (to ease you as far as I 
can) his physlciaQ and friend Dr. Arbutbnot assures me, 

* Mn. Johnioa and Mn. Dioslej. H^ 
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he will 800D be veil. At present he is very deaf, and mofe 
uneasy than I hoped that complaint alone would have 
made him. I apprehend he has written to jou in a mer 
lancholy way, which has put you into a greater fright; 
than (with God's will) we may have any reason for. 
He talks of returning to Ireland in three weeks, if he 
recovers sufficiently ; if not, he will stay here this win- 
ter. Upon pretence of some veiy unavoidable occa- 
sions he went to London four days since, where I see 
him as often as he will let me. I was extremely con- 
cerned at his cpimatreti in leaving me ; but he shall not 
get rid of the friend, though he may of his house. I^ 
have suggested to him the remedy you mention : and I 
will not leave him a day till I see him better. I Wish 
you could see us in England without manifest inconve- 
nienee to yourself; though I heartily hope and believe 
that our friend will do well. . I sincerely Honour you for 
your warmth of affbctioD^ where it is so jujBtly merh^ r 
and am, both for ^s sake and your awn, with great ech 
teem,. sir, 

*Yoiic truly affectionate 

aAd>x>beMRft servant, 

A. POPEl 

P. S. I have often desired the Dean to make known to 
you my sense of the good opinion you have ej^press* 
ed of me in your letters. I am pleased to have an 
opportunity of thanking you under my hand, and I 
desire ycKi to continue it to one who is no way u^* 
grateful. 
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FROM MRS. HOWARD. 

Siptember^ 1727. 
I DID desire you to write me a love-letter; but I 
never did desire you to talk of marrying me. I woukl 
rather you and I were dumb, as well as deaf, for ever, 
than that should happen. I would take your giddiness, 
your headach, or any other complaint you have, to re- 
semble you in one circumstance of life. >So tliat I insist 
i^n jour thinking yourself a vary happy man, at least 
irhenever you make a comparison between yourself and 
me.. I likewise insist upon your taki^ no resolution 
lo leave England till I see you ; which must be here, 
lor the most disagreeable reason in the world, and the 
moat shocking ; I dare not go to you. Believe nobody 
that talks to you of the queen, without you ane sure the 
person likes both the queen and you. I have been a 
slave twenty years, without ever receiving a reason for 
any one thing I ever was obliged to do ; and I have 
now a mmd to take the pleasure, once in my life, of ab- 
solute power; which I aspect you to give me, in obey* 
iog all my orders, without one question why I have 
given them. 

9 



TO MR. WORRALL. 

London, September 12, 1727. 
I HAVE not writ to you thb long time, nor would I 
now, if it were not necessary. By Dr. Sheridan's fre- 
quent letters I am every post expecting the death of a 
friend, with whose loss I ^s^ have very little regard 
f& the few years that nature may leave me. I desire 
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to know wh^re ray Ivo friends lodge. I gare a caotioi 
to Mrt. Brent tiuit fr-Mtight del be im dmM decaniy 
fumtiam hoe mkiimi deceit uti manifestum est: habeo 
emm^ Mdigms^ fd simsiri hoe interffretdburUurj si 
omiUtfCqmthDmg miaM) vtiUU wmriatm." Bam in 
nksb 9 ctndiHau: oi hoMi, dia« fi caimot pMriU^ tnmA. 
Ik^StmMdm,^ %of whwn i vioUit tbi» pott, in)k be jutm 
paMkoks^flwi spare mjK weak dtoideiied head. ?ia^ 
aaave* aHreall of mndajr kr jonr |K>jres toMisLSiiigk^ 
aiddcrfmbeato aaklt i cmidoI cmm tiadi al tbft 
titaar o§ nf Mceaae, i «i afcaML Tkamibre InroF «r 
tMiM dajvlMfove it eaBpiat^ iriiial^ wHIbe the begiottiny 
loi OeCdber, ^ma wili find^ by te dele o§ «he Hist) tate 
eul: at near one fm anetber batf jem i an^k^ the sette 
ckanebe ilaef le»fe tofgoi to Great BdlteiQ^ ord^a^ 
when, i»r tbe-iiaQoTery ei hia beaUlb,-; iov very fnrebefalfy. 
in tflia wsfMtamte e^eat aboukl boppea>e# Ibe Ian el 
oar ftsead {mad l luuveno probafatTibf or bopev laexpeci 
bettter)] viUgO'te Fraoee, if miyr baaltfcHaUpcsiMi bn^ 
to»i^|et mjnieli* I leaTe mjr wbele liuk aAiar. wilb 
yoa^ 1 bata tertbiids of theaiv II Mo. Deacqa^ or iib 
denmm YeasM% eoaiie fc» pagr vent; Me it e» acceonty 
imleas tb^j briaf yeii tlidr kal tcsjuklMm to dkect 
yoa. Bui Deacon owes me seventy-fiye poaatds, mA 
interest upon bb bond ; so that yoa are to take care of 
giving biffl any receipt in fiiU of all accounts. I hope 
you and Mrs, Worrall have your health. I can hold up 
any bead no longfer,, 

I anD sincerely yours, &c 

Ycsft need nottsauble yomself to write^ till you have 
busfaicssf fwitiattQcertaiawbeBe IsbalLbe. 

• 8o<« After the datid of ^^leCfier'tbr l^a iftatia frdlaDd; sodi 
Mri. Mtofoa^ laer kngoMiiV aiMttirarmoeiH d^^ 
o^J^Miaiy, 1727-8^ i» the 4ttb7esroCl«BraifH lU 



TQ M83. HOWARD, 

l)^sp^ Mill coqiifM v$^. I k^w^ bfim <teN4wK vU4 «f ^ 
«elf, tfaat tovjJQg ^ bpnie w Dpb)i9 «pt lieon?eoi«iit, it 
WokU b^ iini()#|it f^ pq IS9 remra ibitber. vbile ajr 
sk^fcoew Hill fiJlQw m% \^ tniFe}. I mi tfeereCnre iMi^. 
QiU for Irel^ ; ad4 U M i^iw cpnfeft t^ ib^ thui Z jm 

rmeail>rM»(« of Uim 4ilHil9 «J life* 

I ho^ jriw vUl fa-vioiir mi^ np ftrt ^ to preifwt «|f 
mos^ burobte du(7 iQ ti» (mf^9» ^mi u> iem^Him to W 
yiMuef ty jnj fiooroy thai ipj dlsordiar waa of woh a n^ 
tuisa «9 iQ DMik« mo ipcaj^^ife qf atteodiog her, at aha 
yaf i4awed to pami «& J tball fnai tbe wMindat 
rf piy Ufe Widi Ika iilRiaa(t«initilwkiiMr ber laafeaty^ fa» 
fourp-* 



FROM AIE. V09E. 

It ja a peifoet Muble io me io wile to you, and yout 
lettor, left for neat Mr- Gay 'a, aiEeclod aie w muala 
Aait it made mo Uloe a girl. I camiat tell what \a say 
la you ; I ooly foel diat I visb you well ia aveiy cir* 

* The deap*8 opinion of tliis Udj, and sense of her majesty's fa- 
iroars, are expressed very diflferentl^ in (^her places; it is therefore 
tf> be presumedf they were changed by soste event subsequent to this 
letter, though he was never afterwards in England. ' Seethe ** Versep 
•n his own Death,^ in vol, la. ; and the letters of liady Betty Ger- 
■HuiH dated Noir. 7, 1732, and Feb. 17S2^ H. 

O 2 
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eumaUnee of life; tbat h is almoiC as good to be hated 
as to be loved, consideriiig the pain it is to miods Of anj 
teodar turn to find themselves so utterly Impotent t^ da 
aD7 good, or give any ease, to those who deserve most 
from usb I would very fain know, as soon as you reco- 
ver your complaints, or any part of them. Would to 
God I could ease any of them, or had been able even to 
have alleviated ^any ! I found I was not, and truly it 
grieved me. I was sorry to find you could think your- 
sdf easier in imy house than in mine, though at tlie same 
time I can allow for a tenderness in your way of think*' 
ing, even when it seemed to want that tenderness. I 
cannot explain my meaning; perhaps you know it: But 
tiie best way of convindng you of my indulgence, will 
be, if I livC) to visit you in Ireland, and act there as 
much in my own way as you did here in yours. I will 
not leave your roof if I am ilL To your bad health I 
fear ihexe was added some disagreeable news from Ire^ 
land, winch might occasion your so sudden departure : for, 
the last time" I saw you, you assured me you would not 
leave us the whole winter, unless your health grew bet* 
ter, and I do not find it did so. I never complied so un- 
willingly in my life with any friend as with you, in uivgT 
ing so entirely from you : nor could I have had the code* 
stancy to do it, if you had not promised that before you 
weqtt, we should meet, and you would send to us aU to 
pom^. I have given your remembrances to those you 
mention in yours: we are quite sorry for you, I mean 
fgr ourselves. I hope, as you do, that we shall meet ia 
a more durable and more satisfactory state; but the less 
sure I am of that the more I would indulge it in this. 
We are to believe we shall have something better than 
even a friend there, but certainly here we have nothing 
BO good. 



N 
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Adieu for tins, time ; may you fiod every friend you 
go to itt pleased aod happy as every frieod you veot 
&xmi IB sorry and troubles). 

Yours, 4&C. 



TO MB. POPE. 

Dublin, Oct. 12, 1727. 

I HAVE been long reasoning with myself upon the 
t;ondition I am in, and in conclusion have thought it best 
to return to what fortune has made iny home; I have 
there a large house, and servants, and conveniences about 
me. I may be worse than I am, and have no where to 
retire. I therefore thought it best to return to Ireland 

. rather than go to any distant place in England. Here 
is. my maintenance, and here my convenience. If it 
pleases God to restore me to my health, I shall readily 
make a third journey ; if not, we must part as all hu- 
man creatures have parted. You are the best and kind- 
est friend in the world, and I know nobody, alive or 
dead, to whom I am so much obliged ; and if ever you 
made me angry, it was for your too much care about me. 
I have often wishied that God Almigbcy would be so 
easy to the weakness of mankind, as to let old friends be 
acquainted in another state ; and if I were to writer to 
Utopia for Heaven, that would be one of my schemes. 
This wildness you must allow for, because I am giddy 
and deaf. 

I find it more convenient to be sick here, without the 
vexation of making my friends uneas}* ; yet my giddi- 
ness alone would not have done, if that unsociable com- 

' fortless deafuess had not quite tired me. And I believe 

Isliould have returned from the inn, if I had not feared* 

g3 
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k «ur wHf kthad loCermisebir, and the yeut ir« late, 
Udd A^f ti^BMf expiring. Surety, beside a)t eiber ftrtilti, 
I should be a very ill judge, to doubt jevtr firtendsbip 
and kindness. But it has plea^d God that yon are not 
in a state of health to be mortified irith the care and 
sickness oi a friend. Two sick friends never did well to- 
gether; such an office is fitter for servants and humble 
companions, to whom it is whofTyindiiferent whether we 
^e them trouble or not. The case would be quite 
otherwise if yoii were with me ; you could refuse to see 
any body, and here is a large house where we need not 
Aear ea<^ other if we were both sick. I have a race of 
er6&f]f elderly people of bo^ sexes at Command, who 
are of oo consequence, and have gifts proper for attend- 
ing us ; who can bawl when I ant deaf, and tread softly 
when 1 am only giddy and would sleep* 

I had another reaeob for my haste hither, which waa 
ehattging mj agent, the old one having terribly involved 
my fittle affahrs ; to whkh however I am grown so in^ 
itiA*elpeut, that I believe I shall lose two or three hun- 
dred pounds rather than plague mysetf with accotnpts: 
to ^at I am, very wdt qualified to be a lord, and put 
into Peter Wallet's hands. 

Pray Ood continue and increase Mr. CongreveV 
iimendment, though he does not deserve it like you, 
hliving been too lavish of that health which nature gave 
l^m. 

I hope my Whitehall landlord is nearer to a place 
Ihan when I M him ; aa the preacher said,, ** the day 
ei^ judgment was nearer than ever it had been be- 

^ Pi^y God sendyott health, tkt sidutetn^ dd cpts, ^ad^ 
mam rnqntm tfee tUnparabis.* You see Horace wisfaesr 

* " Let Jove give bealth, give riches, you shall tad. 
AaiBwacdtrcaaareinaDequaliiiod.*' & 
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fnr iMMiiijr li well aff kcalA ; aiMlI voBtdbcU aurawn 
lie htfi a coicb: and I shall never be a friend io the 
canst tin yon do aa too. 

Toiin» &c» 



FROM TUE EARL OF OXFORD; 

RBVEBEITD BIB, ^ Dnet-StTUi^ Ocf. 12, 1727. 

I VAB vet7 much concenied to hear you were BO HHicb 
oat of order when I went to the North ; aod upon my 
return^ whkh was but lately, I was in hopes to have 
famd yoo here, and that you would not have gone to 
your deanery till the spriog* I shouhi he glad to bear 
that you are weU, and have got rid of that troublesome 
distemper, your deafness. 

I have seen Pope fcmt once,' and that was but for a 
few minutes $ he was very much out of order, but I 
hope it only proceeded from being two days in towo» 
and staying out a whole opera. He would not see 
the coronation, although he might have seen it with lit* 
tie trouble. ' ^ 

I came last night well home, after attending and pay* 
ing my duty in my rank at the coronatiottt I hope 
ttere w^l not be another, till I can have the laudable 
excuse of old age not to attend ; which is no ill wish ta 
then: present majesties, since Nottingham at fourscore 
could bear &e fatigue very welU I will not trouble 
you with an account of die ceremony; I do not doubt 
but you will have a fall and^ true account from much 
better bands. ' 

I have been put in hopes that we shall see you agaia 
early in the spring, which will be k very great pleasure 
tome» 
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Thtte k a geademaD that is now upoo putting ant a 
sew edttioo (^ the Oxford Mannora : I shoold take k 
for a great fayour if you would be so kiad to send me 
your copy of that book. I thiok there are some cor^ 
rectioos : if you thiok fit to do this, Mn Claytoo, who 
is io Irelaod, will take care to briog it safe to me, and I 
will with great care return it to you agaio. 

I must not conclude this without making my wife^ 
compliments to you. I am, with true respect, Sir, 

Your most humble servant, 

OXFORD. 

You forgot to send me the ballad. 
Mr. Claytoo will call upon you before he comes t» 
England ; I have written to him to that purpose. 



FROM MR. GAY AND MR. POPE. 

Oct. 22, 1 727. 

Thouoh you went away from us so unexpectedly, 
and 10 60 clandestine a manner: yet, by several inqui- 
ries, we have informed ourselves of every thing that hath 
happened to you. 

To our great joy, you have told us, your deafoess 
left you at the inn io Aldersgate-street ; no doubt, 
your ears knew thare was nothing worth heaiing in 
England. ^i.-* 

Our advices from Chester tell us, that you met 
Captain Lawsoo ;* the captaio was a man of veracity, 
and set sail at the time he told you ; I really wished 
Tou had laid bold of that opportunity, for you hc^d then 

*' Comjuander of the Itin^'s Dublin yacbt. H. 
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faeeoia IndMid the neztdajr; be^es, aa it.isacdibly 
repeated, the captaia.had a boUk or two of exceilent 
darel in his cabio. You would not then have bad the 
plague of that little smokj room at Holyhead;* but* 
coosideriog it was there you lost your giddioess, we 
hai^e great reason to praise smoky rooms for the future, 
and prescribe them ip like cases to our friends. The 
maid of the house writes us word, that, while you were 
there, you were busy for ten days together wriUog con- 
Uoually ; and that as Wat drew nearer and nearer to 
Ireland, he blundered more and more. By a scrap of 
paper left |u this smoky room, it seemed as if the book 
you were writing was a most lamentable account of your 
travels ; and really, had there been any wine in the 
bouse, the place would not have been so irksome. We 
were farther told, that you set out, were driven back 
again by a storm, and lay in the ship all night. After 
the next setting sail we were in great concern about you, 
because the weather grew very tempestuous : when, to 
my great joy and surprise, I received a letter from Car- 
liogford in Ireland, which informed us, that after many 
perils, ji^ni were safely landed there. Had the oysters 
been good, it would have been a comfortable refresh- 
ment after your fatigue. We compassionated you in 



. * When the Dean waa there, traitiag for a wind, one Wejdon, an 
«ld seafaring man, sent him a letter, tiiat he bad found out the lon- 
gitude, and would convince him of it; to which the Dean answered 
in writing, that, if he had found it out, he must apply to the lords of 
the adoiiraltj', of whom perhaps one might be found who knew som&- 
tiiing of navigation, of which he was totally ignorant; and tliathe 
never knew but two projectors, one of whom (meaning his own uncle 
Ctodwin) ruined 4iimself and fiamiiy, and the other hanged himself; 
and desired him to desist, lest one or other might happen to him< In 
vol. ix4 are some verses by the Dean, written on the window of tlifs 
inn whilst he was detained at Holyhead. iV. 
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jfmt trarelt tlnrcmgh that owuitiy of desdatloB and p^ 
rertj in your waj to Dubllo; ibrit k a moft dveadfitl 
efacttimitaiiee, to have lai^ dull honet on a road vImm 
there are very bad or no loos. When you caiffr 9 
sample of Englisb apples next to Ireland, I hog you 
would get them eiUier from Goodrich or Dovaodiire. 
Pray who waa the clergymau that met you at sone dfap 
tance from Diiiblin ? beeause we eould oot loarn his Dane* 
These are all the hints we could get of your loog and 
dangerous journey, every step of which we shared your 
anxieties ; and all that we, have now left to comfort as 
is, to hear that you are hi good health. 

But why should we tell you what you know already ? 
The queen's*" hmWy is at last settled, and in the list I waa 
appointed gentleman usher to the princess Louisa, the 
youngest princess ; which, upon account that I am so 
for advanced in life, I have declined accepting $t and I 
have endeavoured, in the best manner I could, to make 
my excuses by a letter to her majesty. So now all my 
expectations are vanished ; and I have no prospect but 
in depending wholly upon myself and my own conduct. 
As I am used to disappointments, I can bear them ; but 
as I can have no more hopes, I can no more be disap- 
pointed, so that I am in a blessed condition. Tou re- 
member you were advising me to go into Newgate to 
finish my scenes the more correctly. I now think I 
shaH,' for I have no attendance to hinder use ; but my 
opera| is already finished. I leave the rest of this pa- 
per to Mr. Pope. 



^UtteenCaroIiiie, consort of King OeorgeH. N. 

t This appointmeDt was treated by allibe friends or Gay as a 
great indignity } ^^^ ^^ is "aid to have feH the disappointmeot very 
tmrerely, and was too nmeh d^tcd 0» tke oceaR«ik fT. 
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09f it af fi9ieiiiaiiy.«ad;]; wrote kin a loq^^coogniu^ 
latery letter upon it* fiki jsm iba uroe ; U will n«Bdi 
hiBi» anrd make bira a betto maa tbaa a covet 
emaXA dk Hoeace might kee|iib]a.cea6b in Angyist^' 
time U lie pleased;, but I will oot do^it ia tbe. time o£ 
ow Augustua My poem* (wbieb^ it grieves me that I 
daaa eet send you a €fxpf of, for iear of the CukUs aiKl 
Bemuses ef IrelacMl^, and stiU mere for foas of the we^t 
of tiaitors, ouf fcieodft and admkevs) mj poem, I sayv 
wlH shew yeiL what a dislSnguished a§e we li^ io : 
your naoie ieia il» witb some others, rnnder a mack, qC 
such igpomifij aa jou wiU aot amcb grlei^ te weac itt 
tbat eempaiij. Adieu I aed Ged. bhtte jmiL itni fgm) 
jeuheakbaodqiirito. - 

Whetfaar thou choose Cervaotes^ senoQs a» i 
Or laugh aad shake in Rabelais' eMj ehais, 
Ov in the paver gowaiostmct maiikiDd» 
0%, sMeoty lei thy movals tell tbr/ miad. 

These two verseaaie over aad i^giee wba( I have-siM 
' of 70U is thepoeai«t Adieu. 



TO ME, POPE- 

Oct. 30, 1^27. 
Tms first letter I writ after my landing was to Mr. 
Gay, but it would have been wiser to direct it to Ton- 
sou or Lintot, to whom I believe his lodgings are better 
Imiowu than to the runners of the post-office* la that 

• The Dmciad. If. 

t We ar kf tyswith vlttft jwiffaMBt ftope cHNQisd aad 
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letter you will find what a quick change I made io seveD 
days from London to the deaner)^, through many nations 
and languages unknown to the civilized world. And I 
have often reflected in how few hours, with a swift horse 
or a strong gale, a man may come among a people as un- 
known to him as the antipodes. If I did not know yon 
more by your conversation and kindness than by your 
letter, I might be base enough to suspect, that in point 
of friendship you acted like some philosophers, who 
writ much better upon virtue than they practised it. In 
answer, I can only swear that you have taught me to 
dream, which I had not done in twelve years, farther 
than by inexpressible nonsense ; but now I can every 
night distinctly see Twickenham, and the Orotto, and 
Dawley, and many other et ceteras, and it is but tln*ee 
-Ikights since I beat Mrs. Pope. I must needs confess, 
that the pleasure I take in thinking on you, is very 
oittch lessened by the pain I am in about your health : 
you pay dearly for the great talents God has given you ; 
and for the consequences of them in the esteem and difl- 
tloetion you receive from mankind, unless you can pro- 
vide a tolerable stock of hes^ : in wUcb pursuit I can* 
not much commend your conduct, but rather entreat you 
would mend it by following ihe advice of my Lord Bo- 
lingbroke, and your other physidans. When you talk- 
ed of cups and impressions, it came into my bead to imfo 
tateyou in quoting soripture, not to yoiir advantage ; I 
mean .what was said to David by one of his brothers : 
'* I knew thy pride and the naughtiness of thy heart ;'* 
I remember when it grieved your soul to see me pay a 
penny more than my club at an inn, when you had main- 
tained me three months at bed and board, for which, if I 
had dealt with you iu tlie SmitUield way, it would have 
cost me a hondMd pounds^ for I live worse here apoo 
^more. JKd you ever consider that I am for life alnat 
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"tarice tis rich as you, and pay do rent, and drink Freocb 
wine twice as cheap as 7011 do port, and have neither 
coach, chair, nor mother ? As to the world, I think 7011 
ought to sa7 to it, with St. Paul, " if we have sown unto 
7011 spiritual things, is it a gi-eat thing if we shall reap 
your carnal tlnngs ?" This is more proper still if 70U 
consider the French word spiritttal, in which sense the 
vorld ought to pa7 70tt better than they do. If 70U 
made me a present of a thousand pounds, I would not 
allow mTself to be in 7our debt : and if I made 70U a 
present of two, I would not allow m78e}f to be out of it. 
But I have not half your pride : witness what Mr. Gay 
says in his letter, that I was censured for beting pre- 
sents, though I limited them to ten shillings. I see no 
reason (at least my friendship and vanity see none) 
.why you should not give me a visit when you sbiti 
happen to be disengaged : I will send a person to Che^ 
ter to take care of yon, and you shall be used by the 
best folks we have here as well as civility and good ntf 
tnre can contrive ; I believe local motion will be no iH 
physic, and I wilt have your coming inscribed on my 
tomb, and recorded in never dying verse. 

I thank Mrs. Pope for her prayers, but I know the 
mystery. A person of my acquaintance who used to 
correspond with the last great duke of Tuscany, show- 
log one of the duke's letters to a friend, aed^professing^ 
great sense of his highnesses friendship, read this passage 
out of the letter: 1 would give one cf fm^ fingers toprof 
atre your real good. The person to whom this was 
read, and who knew the duke well, said the meaning of 
real good, was only that the other might turn a good ca* 
diolic Pray ask Mrs. Pope whether this story is appli- 
cable to her and me ? I pray God bless her, for I am sure 
she fe a good christian^aod (which is'almosl as rare) « 
good womaoL Adieu. 
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TO MB. OAY. 

OtaiuH N<w^ 27, U27. 

I VMnuipT^ftHWonre }»iir lefand of that dopl^meiyt, 
Mdymir writing to the qiiecq. lampeifiMitijooiiAdwIt 
ytii l»v€ a k«ea ea«inj in Ae iiiijNsUy« CM fergl^ 
Ub, but i|«t till he pins liiffMlC ia astatetalM fgif ifir«^ 
lifQO Mtstnii^ wkii UTTsel^ I sbould hope tl^ey «i9 
f^m toa Imp |o diietrd you qnijte» aod that they vH} 
iiv« joa MMiielbiiHC 9 ^hich» ahkK^iigb 1911^ (ess Ui^ir 
Ihqr oi«ht, wall bo (as te as it ig wostb) better circiiii^ 
fltatiaied: aiid».tioce yoii« already jfiBilivei amiddl]0|[ 
balp^ will nabe jou juat tolerable. Y<iur lateoess in 
Hfe (aayou «a soon call H) might be inufcoper to bq;ii) 
Ike worid wllh^ but aliooKt the eldest meo. laay hope to 
soe changes 10 a court. A piiiistec is alwa|^ sev^atjr « 
you a«e tbi^ty yeam yoimgei;; aiid GonsUter^ CromweU 
baiusc^ did not begiiv to appear tiN he^ waa older than 
you^ I b^ yoH will he tfari^i &qd lesiro to valuie a 
shUliAg, which Dr. Birch said waa a serious thing. CUA 
a stronger ieoca about yoi)x IQOOi ao4 throw the iiuMir 
feice iotm the heap, aad be^ advisfod bsy yowr Twinikjea- 
ham landlord and mo about ao auouity^ You are tba 
QMat rrfraotoryt hooesti goodroaUired mau I ever have 
kofswai I «auld argue. out this papen I ««i very gla4 
four (^pera is fi0ished» and hope your fdeods will joiu 
tha readisr 4a anka itsuiccoad^ hocsHiie yoil nr^ iU ua^d. 
hyothcas. 

I have ImwQ courta those tUtty-si:! yea«9» ^ k«»v 
Afly diffbf i hut iu sQwe tbipgs they aro o^^roioabr ^m^ 
staot \ Fifat» iu the trita old maidiu o( a sKNiter's 0^ 
ircar fosgMog thoso he ba^i iiQiirej i SfmD^» in tho 
insiucerity of those who would be tbom^t t\m bM 
friends : Thirdly, in the love of faWAWg, fatioi^ «ed 



fri^bearing : OFtfitfthlj, In sactttdog 4bme iAwm ivt 
M1M7 wiflh irtell, to a point of interest, w intr^e : 
Rfthly, In teeping every tUng iroitii taking, f» Umbo 
who can do aerviee or dissei'viceJ* 

Now, why does not Pope pobNshliiB Mma? ifae 
togues he marics wffl die of theoMelveain fieace, and as 
ilrillhfB fri^ndf, and so there will bendther puiMfnMt. 
nor irewatd. Pray inquire how my lord St Mm does^ 
Aere h no man^s health in England I aai'inofe OOD^ 
cemed-aboattban his. I wonder nhetfaer jou begin to 
taste tile pleasure of iodependency ? tn- whether yoir€^ 
not sctaietinies leer upon the court, otulo tetmtb ? Wn 
you not think of an annuity, when 70a are two ^emi 
cider, and have doubled your purchase money ? Ifove 
]^ dedicated ^diir opera, toad got the usual dedi ca t io n 
iee of twenty gniueas? How is the 'doctor? doeshfe 
iMit cMde that you never called ttpoD'him Ibr'hintB? Si 
It^lkfrd Boiingbroke, at the momedt f am mrlting, a 
^jplanter, a phHosopfaer, or ti wiiter ? Is Bfr. PuHenejr 
in expectatHMi of a son, or my Lord Oxford of a new 
old manuscript ? 

I bought your opera to-day for sispenee ; a^Nmed 
foint. I find there is aniiher dedication nor pid i w^ 
both which wants I cipprevC'; it Is in iSSfgrand gaU, 

We are as foil of it, pre module nostra, as Ijoadon 
can be ; continually acting, and houses crammed, and 
the lord lieutenant several times there laughing his 
'heart out. I did not understand that the scene of Lack- 
et «Bd 'Peaehum'a quarrel was an imital^ of one ^be- 
tlreen BrtitttB'and C^shu, t9l I was toM it. I whfli 
Itfacheath, when he was gmng to be hanged, had imita* 

* Let every oqieetaat -ot^preknaeui in dnmh and -state twrtStUy 
attend to, and remaaber tbe /w reflecttenff-ef a taaa'fPtU ventd fn 
courts. DB' WiMeiT. 
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ted Alexander the Great wfaeo^ he was djiog i^ I would 
have had his fellow n)gues desire his cotpmaods about 
a successor, and he to answer, Let it be the most wor- 
thy, &c We hear a million of stories about the opera, 
of the applause at the song, " That was levelled at me;" 
when two great ministers were in a box together, and all 
the wodd staring at them.t I am heartily glad your 
qpera hatl^ mended your purse, though perhaps it may 
spoil your court. ; 

.. Will you desire my Lord Bolingbroke, Mr. PuHeney, 
and Mr. Pope, to command yoa to buy an annuity with 
two thousand pounds ? that you may laugh atooorta, 

and bid ministers . 

Ever preserve some spice of the alderman, and pre- 
pare against age and dulness, and sickness, and coldness, 
or death of friends. A whoi^e has a resource left, that 
she can turn bawd ; but an old decayed poet is a crea- 
ture abandoned, and at mercy when he can find none. 
Get me likewise Polly's mez2otinto.| Lord, how the 

* A hint that might have beeu worked up with much humour ; as 
was tlie quarrel of Locket and Peacluim. Dr. Warton. 

f Some of these songs that contained the severest satire agaiustthe 
court were written by Pope ; particularly 

" Thro' aU the employments of Iife/» 

And also, 

" Since laws were made," &c. Dh. Warton. 

X This was Miss Lavinia Fenton. She afterward became Duchesi.. 
of Bolton. She was very accomplished, was a most agreeable com- 
panion ; had much wit, and sti'ong sense, and -a just taste in polite 
literature. Her person was agreeable and well made ; though she 
could not be called a beauty. I have had the pleasure of being at" 
table with her, when her conversation was much admired by the first 
characters of the age, particularly the old Lord Bathurst, and Lord 
Granville. Quin thought the success of this opera so doubtftil, that 
he would not undertake to play the part of Mache^th, but gave it up 
to^ Walker. And indeed it had like to have miscarried and beeu 
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Gd^9J|bp)« at Westmimter, and univ^vity lads adore 
jodat Uibjuii^ture ! Have you made as maDj men 
laugb, as miaisteiB cao make weep ? 

I will excuse sir the trouble of a letter. When 

ambassadors came from Troy to condole with Tiberius 
upon the death of bis nephew, after two years, the em- 
peror answered. That he likewise condoled with them 
for the untioMsly death of Hector. I always loved and 
respected him very much, and do still as much as ever ; 
and it is a rieturn sufficient if he pleases to accept the 
offers of niy most humble service. 

The .Beggar's Opera hath knocked down Qulliver ; 
I hope to see Pope's Dulness knock down the Bear's 
Opera, but not till it hath fully done its job. 

To expose vice, and make people laugh witli inno- 
cence, does more public service than all the ministers of 
state from Adam to Walpole, and so adieu. 



2? ROM DR. ARBUTHNOT. 

London^ Nov. 30, 1727 

I HAVE heard, dear sir, with great pleasure, of your 
safe anival ; and, which is more, of the recovery of your 
health. I think it will be the best expedient for me Xo 
take a journey. Tou will know who the enclosed comes 
from, and I hope will value mine for what it contaios. 

damned, till Polly sung, in a most tender and affecting manner, the 
words, 

' *' Upon the rope that hangs my dear 
" Depends poor Polly's life.'^ 

This is the air that is said irresistibly to have conqtiered the lov«r 
who afterward married her. pa. Wahton. 
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1 (Mdkwiery one of your fHen^tav^ heard 'irMH^TOO, 
'except myself. Either joa hare not done me justice, or 
your frieods have not done you ; for I hare not Iward 
ftom them of my name being mentioned in any -of your 
letters, ff my curiosity wanted only toi)e gratified, I 
"flo not stand in need txf "a letter from yourscflf, to Mbrm 
■me what you are doing, for there are people about comrt, 
'vHio can tell me every thing that yon do or say ; so that 
you had t>e8t take -care of your conduct ¥ou see of 
"what importance you are. fiowever, all quarrels aside^ 
ImustaskyoUyif you liave any interest (or do you tfaidk 
ttnt I could %ave or pnnmre any) with my lord lieate- 
itant, to advance *a relittion of mine, one Captain Innes, I 
think in Colond W^aon^ regiment, and now in lime* 
ricik? He is an exceeding wortliy man, but has stuck 
long in a low post for want of friends. Pray teD me 
which way I shall proceed in this matter. 

I was yesterday with all your frieods at St James's. 
There is certainly a fatality upon poor Gay. As for 
hopes of preferment there by favour he has laid it aside. 
He had made a pretty good bargain (that is, a Smithfield 
one) for a little place in the custom-bouse, which was to 
bring him in about a hundred a year. It was done as a 
favour to an bid man, and not at all to Gay. When eveiy 
thing was concluded, the nran repented, and said, he 
would not part with his place. I have b^:ged Gay not 
tptmy an annuity upon my life ; I am sure I should not 
live a week. I long to hear of the safe arrival of Dr. 
Delany. Pray give my humble service to him. 

As for news ; it was writ from Spain to me, from my 
brother in France, that the preliminaries were ratified, 
and yet the mioistr}- %now nothing of it Kay, some of 
them told me, thai the answer was radier surly. Lord 
TowuibeiMl is very til; but I thiok, by the description 
of his case, it is notiminal. I was with oar friend atlhe 
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lack^staiis yesterday, and had the hooour to be caHej 
hi, and prettily chid for leaviog off, &c. The first part 
of the discourse was about you, Mr. Pope, Curil, and 
myaelf. My family are veil : they, and my brother io 
France, and ode that is here, d\\ give Uieir service to 
you. If you had been so lucky as to have gone to Pa- 
^m last summer, you would have had health, honour, and 
diversioD in abundance ; for I will promise you would 
have recovered of the spleen. I shall add no more, hut 
my kindest widhes, and that I am, with the greatest affec^ 
iioo and rei^pect, 

Tours, &c 



FROM MOKSIEUR VOLTAIRE. 

In London, MaUUnrlaney at ike IVhUe Peruke, 
^B, Covent Garden, Dec. 1 4, 1 727. 

You will be surprised in receiving an English essay* 
from a French traveller. Pray, forgive an admirer of 
you, who owes to your writings the love he bears to 
.your language, vhicb has betrayed him into the rash at- 
tempt of writing in English. 

You will see, by the advertisement, that I have some 
designs upon you, and that I must mention you, for the 
liouour of your country, and for the improvement of mine. 
Do not forbid me to grace my relation with your name. 

* An fessay on the civil wars oif Pfancev which h« ma^e the founda- 
tion of his Henriade, an heroic poem, sin^e well known. Re had 
been imprisoDed in the Bastile^ in Paris; but, being released about 
th^ year 1725^ he came to England, and Micited snbscriptioDS for his 
poem. In about a year and^n half he had made himself master of 
tHiT language ; and in 1727, when this letter was written, he published 
the essay hwe written, with an essay on the epic poetry of the Aro 
pean nations frOra Uoner to Milton. H. 

VOL. XVIIi H 
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Let nie lodulge the Eatufactioo af talking of you, as pos- 
terity will do. 

lu the mean time, can I make bold to lalieal you to 
make some use of your loterest ia Irelaod about sone 
Bubscriptio» for the Heoriade, which is almwt ready, 
and does not come out yet for want of a little help ? 
The MibecriptioDS will be but oae guinea id hand. I 
sm, with the highest eBleem, aod the uUnofit gratitude, 

Your most bumble and most obedient lervant, 
VOLTAIRE. 



FROM THE SAME. 



I SENT the other day a cargo of French dulnets to my 
kvd lieutenant. My Lady Boliogbroke haa taken upoa 
herself to send you one copy of the Henriade. She b 
deairous to do that honour to my book; and I hope the 
pregented to you by ber hand will be a 
to it However, if she has not done it 
re you to take one of the cargo, which i« 
d lieulmant'a. I wish you a good hear- 
ve.got it you want nothing. I have not 
seen Mr. i'ope thb winter; but t hare seen the third 
volume of the Miacellaitea; and the more I read your 
works the more I am ashamed of mioe. I am, with re- 
spect, esteem, and gratitude, bu*, 

Tour most humble and most obedient aervant, 
VOLTAIRE. 
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TO MR6. MOORB. 

liaiR nADAMy Dean)ery*1ums€^ Dec. 27, 172?. 

Th^htoh I see jou seldomei* than is agreeable' to my 
ioclinatioDS, jet you have 00 friend in the vcMrld that is 
more Goocerned for any thing that can affect yoar mind, 
your besdth, or your fortune; I have always had the 
highest esteem for your virtue, the greatest value for 
your conversation, and the truest affection for your per- 
son; and therefore cannot, but heartily condole with you 
for the loss of so araiaUe, and (what is more) so favourite 
ia child. These are the necessary consequences of too 
strong attachments, by which we are grieving ourselves 
with the death of those we love, as we must one day 
srieve those who love us with the death of ourselves. 
For life is a tragedy, wherein we sit as spectators awhile, 
-and then act our own part in it. Self love, as it is the 
motive to all our actions, so it is the sole taiise of our 
grief. The dear person you lament is by no means an 
object of pity, either in a moral or religious sense. Phi- 
losophy always taught men to despise life as a most con- 
temptible thing in itself, and religion regards it only as 
a preparation for a better, whidb you are taught to be 
certain that so innocent a person is now in possession of; 
BO that she is an immense gainer, Stnd you a&d her friends 
the only Josers. Now, under misfortunes of this kind, I 
know no consolation more effectual to a reasonable per- 
son, than to reflect rather upon what is left than what is 
lost She was neither an only child, nor an only daugh- 
ter. You have three children left, one* of them of an 
age to be useful to his family, and the two others as pro* 

* Charles Devenish, Esq. D» S. 
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inisiQg as can be expected from their age; so that, ac* 
cording to the general dispensations of God Almight7, 
jou have small reason to rc^pioe upon that article of life. 
And religion will tell you, that the true way to preserve 
them is, not to fix any of them too deep in your heart, 
\vhich is a weakness that God seldom leaves longunpunish- 
ed : common observation showing us, that such favourite 
children are either spoiled by their parents' indulgence, 
^r soon taken out of the world ; which last is, generally 
>q)eaking, the lighter punidmieut of the two. 

God, in his wisdom, hath been pleased to load our de- 
clining years with many sufferings, with diseases, and de- 
cays of nature, with the death of many hiends, and the 
ingratitude of more; sometimes Mrith the loss or diminu- 
tion of our fortunes, when our infiitnities most need them ; 
often with contempt from the world, and always with ne- 
glect from it ; with the death of our most hopeful or use* 
fill children ; with a want of relislifor all worldly enjoy- 
ments; with a general dislike of persons and things? 
and though all these are very natural effects of increas- 
ing years, yet they were intended by the author of our 
being to wean us gradually from our fondness of life the 
nearer we approach towai'd the end of it. And this is 
the use you are to make in prudence, as well as in con- 
science, of all the afflictions you have hitherto under- 
gone, as weH as of those which, in the coune of nature 
and providence, you have reason to expect. IMlay God, 
who hath endowed you with so many virtues, add 
strength of mind and reliance upon his mercy in prop<»^ 
tion to your present sufferings, as well as those he may 
think Qt to try you with through the remainder of your 
life. 

I fear my present ill disposition both of health and 
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mind has made me but a sorry comforter f however, it 
will show that oo ciroiunstance of life can put you out of 
my mind) and that I am, with the truest respect, esteem^ 
and firiendship, 

Dear madam, 

Tour most obedient, - 
and humble servant, 

JONATH. SWIFT. 



TO LORD CARTERET. 

MT LORD, Jan, 18, 1727-8e.^ 

I WAS informed, that your excellency having referred 
to the university here for some regulations of his majesr^ 
ty's benefaction fnr professors ; they have^ in their an- 
swer, insinuated as if they thought it best, that the se« 
veral professorships should be limited to their fellows, 
and to be held only a» tbey continue to be so. I need 
not inform your excellency, how contrary such a prac- 
tice is to that of all the universities in Europe^ Your 
excellency well knows how many learned men, of the 
two last ages, have been invited by princes to be profes- 
sors in some art or science for which they were renown- 
ed ; and that the like rule has been followed in QjLford 
and Cambridge. I hope your excellency will show na 
regard to so narrow and partial an opinion, which can 
only tend to mend fellowships, and spoil professorships ; 
although I should be sorry th&t any fellow should be 
thought incapable on that account, when otherwise 
qualified. And I should be glad thai any person^ 

* It was written litUe more than a montli before Mrs. Johnson's 
death, an evini which was then almost daily expected. N. 
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whose education has been in this university, tihouhl 
be preferred bef<>re another upon equal deserviogSb^ 
But that must be left to those urbo shall be your ex- 
cellency's successors, who may not always be great 
clerks': and I wish you could m sonui measui*e provide 
against having this benefaction made a perquisite of 
humour or favour. Whoever is preferred to a bishopric, 
or to such a preferment as shall hinder him from reside 
ing within a certain distance of this town, should be 
obliged to resign his professorship. 

As 'long as you are governor here I shall always ex- 
pect the liberty of telling you my thoughts ; and I hope 
you will consider them, until you find I grow imperti- 
Dent, or have some bias of my own. 

If J had not been Confined to my chamber by the 
continuance of my unconversable disorder, I would have 
exchanged your trouble of reading for that of bearing. 
I am, &c. 

I desire to present my most humbk respects to my Lady 
Carteret. 

Your friend Walpole has lately done one of the cruel- 
lest actions that ever I knew, even in a minister of 
state, these thirty years past ; which, if the queea 
hath not intelligence o^ may my right hand forget its 
cunning. 



FROM LORD BQLINGBROKE. 

Pope charges himself with this letter : he ha& beea 
here two days,, he is now burrying to London, he will 
hurry b^k to Twickenham in two days more, and: b^. 
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fore the eod of the week he will be, for aught I know, 
at Dublin. In the mean time his Dulness^^grovfs and 
flourishes as if he was there already. It wUl indeed bq 
a noble work: the many will stare at it, the few will 
smile, and all his patrons, from Bickerstaff to Gulliver, 
will rejoice to see themselves adorned in that immortal 
piece. 

I hear that you have had some returq of your illness, 
which carried you so suddenly from us, if indeed it was 
your own illness which made you in such haste to be at 
Dublin* Dear Swift, take care of your health. I will 
give you a recipt for it, a 1^ Montaigne, or, which is 
better, a la Bruyere. *' Kourisser bien votre corps ; 
ne le fatiguer jamais : laisser rouiller I'espHt, meuble 
inutU, voire oulil dangereux ; Laisscr sonner vos cloches 
le matin pour eveiller les cbanoiues, ct pour faire dor- 
mir le doyen d^un sommeil doux et profond, qui lui pro- 
cure de beaux songes : Lever vous tard, et aller a 
r^glise, pour vous faire payer d'avoir bien dormi et 
bien d6jeune.^ 

As to myself (a person about whom I concern myself 
very little) I must say a word or two out of complai- 
sance to ypu. I am in my farm, and here I shoot sti-ong 
and tenacious roots : I have caught hold of the earth (to 
use a gardener's phrase) and neither my enemies nor 
my irieuds will find it an easy matter to transplant me 
again. Adieu, let me hear from you, at least of you : 
I love you for a thousand things, for none more than for 
the just esteem and love which you have for ail the sons 
of Adam. 

P. S. According to Lord Bolingbroke's account, I 
shall be at Dublin io three days. I cannot help adding 

• The DoDciad. N 



176 LETTERS TO AND FROM 

a word, to desire you to expect my soul there .with yon 
by that time ; but as for the jade of a body that is tack- 
ed to it, I fear there will be dp draggiDg it after. I as- 
sure you I have few Mends here to detain me, and no 
powerful one ai! court absolutely to forbid my journey. 
1 am told the gynocracy * are of opinion, that they want 
no belter writers than Gibber^ and the British Journal* 
ist ;t so that we may live at quiet, and apply ourselves 
to our more abstruse studk8« The only courtiers 1 
know, or have the lionour to call my friends, are John 
Cay and Mr. Bowry ; the former is at present so em- 
ployed in the elevated airs of his opara, and the latter 
in the exaltation of his high dignity, (that of her majes- 
ty's waterman) ihat I can scarce obtain a categorical 
answer from either to any thing I say to them. But the 
opera succeeds extremely, to yours and my extreme sa- 
tisfaction, of wliicli he promises this post to give you a 
full accouDt. I have been in a worse -condition of 
health than ever, and think my immortality is very near' 
out of my enjoyment :- 60 it must be in you, and in pos- 
terity, to make me what amen^is you can- for dying 
youug. Adieu. While I am, I am yours. I pray love 
oie, and take care of yourself. 

* The petticoat governineDt. S. 

f William Arnall, bred an aitornej. It appeanfrom the report o( 
the secret committee io the year 1742, for ioquiiiag into the coodact 
of Sir Robert Walpde, that Arnall received for JFVe^ BrUanSt and; 
other writings, in the space of four 7eart,^ttoC lew than l&fi97lt 6s. 6d^ 
j^ of the treasury. WiAiiminc. 
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FAOM MR. CAY. 

wgjtBi stti, WhiUhaU, Feb. 1 5, 1 7278. 

I RATE deferred writio^ to you firom time to time, till 
I could give jou an account of the Beggarls Opera. It 
is acted at the playhouise io Lincoln's Inn Fields with 
such success, that the plaj bouse has been crowded every 
night. ToH:iight is the fifteenth time of acting, and St is 
thought it will run a fortnight longer. I have ordered 
Motte* to send the play to jou the first oppcnrtuoily. I 
made no interest, either~ftir approbation or money : nor 
has any body beeo^pressed to take tickets for my bene- 
fit : notwithstanding which, I diink I shall make an ad- 
ditioo to my fortune of between six and seven hundred 
pounds. I know this account will give you pleasure, as 
I have pushed through this precarious aflfaii without ser- 
vility or flattery. 

As to any favours from great men, I am in the same 
state you left me ; but I am a great deal happier, as I 
have expectations. The Duchess of Q^eeosberry has 
signalized her friendship to me upoii this occasion in 
such a conspicuous manner, that I hope (for her sake) 
you will take^ care to put your fwk to all its proper 
uses, and sufler nobody lor the future to put their knives 
Bi their mouths.f Lord ColAani says, that I should 
have printed it in Italian over against the English, that 
the ladies might have understood wbs^ Uiey read; The 
outlandish (as Ibey now odl it) opera has been so thin 
•f bte, that some have called that the Beggar'« Opera;, 
and if the run coodnues, I fear I shall have remonstrao- 
ces drawn up against me by the toyal academy of music 

-* Be^jamie Motte, the bo^neUer. B: 
l^aeeUieletUrarNov.9,1729; ?(. : 

a 2 
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As Dooe of lis have heard from you of late, every one ol 
us are id coQcera about youc health : I beg we may hear 
from you sooou By my constant attendance on this, 
affair I have almost worried myself into an ill state of 
health; but I. intend in five or six days ta go to our 
couDtfy seat at Twickeaham for a little air. Mr. Pope 
.is very seldom ia town. Mrs. Howard frequently asks 
after yoii, and desires her compliments ta you. Mx^ 
George Arbuthnot, the doctor's brother,, is married to^ 
Mrs. Peggy Robinson. 

I would write more, but as to-night is for my benefit*. 
I am in a hurry to go out about business*. 

J am, dear sir. 
Tour, most afft^tionate and obedient servant^, 

J, OAY^ 



FROM MR. GAY. 

SEAR niiy March 20, 1 727-8; 

I AM extremely sorry that your. disorder is reiumedtr. 
but as you have a medicine which has twice cemoved it,. 
I hope by this time you have again found the good 
effects of it. I have seen Dr. Delany at my lodgings,; 
but, as i have been for a few days with Mr. Pujteney at« 
Gashioberry, Thave not yet returned bis visit I went 
with him to wait upon Lord Bathurst and^Lord Boliog- 
broke f both of whom desire me to make you their «oi»- 
pliments. Lady Bolingbroke was very much oat pf o»> 
der ; and, withtny lord, is now at Dawley ;^ she ezpecia 
a lettier from you* Mis. Howard would gladly have tbs 
receipt you^ have found so much benefit by : she is hajK 
pier than I have seen her ever since you left us, for she 
Is firee u to her conjugal afl&irs t>y articlea of agr^en^^ 
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The Beggar's Opera has been acted now Ihirtf-six 
times, and was as full the last night as the first ; and as 
jet thftie is not the least probabilitj of a thin audience : 
though there is a discourse about the tpwti, that the di* 
rectors of the rojd acadesay of music design to solicit 
against its being played on the outlandish opera days^ 
as it is now called* On the benefit day of one of the 
actresses last week, one of the players falling sick, they 
were obliged to give out another play, or dismiss the au- ^ 
dience. A play was given out, but the audience called 
out for the Beggar's Opera; and they were forced to 
play it, or the audience would not have staid. 

I have got. by all this success, between seven and 
eight hundred pounds; and Rich (deducting the whole 
chaige of the house) has cleared already near four thou- 
sand pounds^ In about a month I am going to the Bath 
with the Duchess of Martboniugh and Mr. Congreve ; for 
I have no expectations of receiving any favours from the 
court. The Duchess of Ctueensberry is in Wiltshire, 
where she has bad the smali^pox in sofe^ourable a way, 
that she had not above seven or eight on her f^ce: she 
is now perfectly. recovered. 'There is a mezzotinto^ 

• 

print published to-day of Polly, the heroine of the Beg- 
gar's Opera,* who* was before unknown, and is now la 
so high vogue, that I am in doubt, whether her fame doea 
not surpass that of the opera itself. I would not have 
talked so much upon this subject, or upon any thing thai 
regards myself but to you r but a» I know you interes 
yourself so sincerely in every thing that concerns me, I 
believe you would have blamed me if I had said less. 

Your singer owes Dr. Arbathnot seme money, I have 
tMgol the sum; I think It is two. guineas; the doctor 
4«ured roe to let you know it. I saw him last nigh^^ 

. • MinFentoD.. IL. * 
»3' 
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Vith Mr. lie wis at Sir William Wyndham's, who, if h# 
had not the gout, \rould have answered your letter jmk 
sent him a year and a half ago. He s^iH tklfete m« a 
week since, but lie is now pretty well again, and so iftay 
forget to write; for which reaion I ought to do Wm 
justice, and tell you, that I think him a sincere well 
wisher of yours; I have nots^ea Mr, Pope lately, but 
have heard that both he and Mrs. Pope* are very well. 
I intend to see him at TwicJ&enham^on Sunday next I 
have not tlrunkoutthe Guthcridge cider yet 5 but I 
have not so much as a sio^ pint of port in my cellar. 
I have bought two pair of sheets against your coming to 
town, so that we need not sefid any more to Jervasttpoa, 
thai account. I really miss you every day; and I 
would be content that yoii should have a whole window, 
to yourself, and half another, to have you again. I am, 

dear sir, • 

Yours moQt affectionately. 

Tou have half a year's interiost' due at Lady-day, an^" 
now it is March the 20th, 1727-8. 



FROM MR. POPE* 

Marek23, 1727-S. 

I SEND you a very odd thing, a' paper ^nted id> 
Bostoo iu New-£i^and, wherein you will find a reali 
person, ft member of ^their parliament^ of the name of J<h 
ngthan OuUher. If the fame of that traveller has travel-, 
l^d thither, it has' travelled very quick, to have lolks, 
<i^[n8tQne4 already by the nmne of the supposed author. 

<^Mr.I?opc'»inpthfir. D« 
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lut if ym ebjeet^ thai.DO child so lately christetied 
«ould be acrii^ at yeais of maturity to be elected into 
parMmiieDf, I reply (to 8ol?e tbe riddle) tliat the person 
IB aa anabaptist, and not christened till fell age, which 
sets an right However it be, the accident is very sin^ 
jpilar that these two names should be anited- 

Mr. Gay's opera has acted near forty days running, 
and ^1 certainly continue the whole season. So he 
kas more than a lence about his thousand pounds :''^he 
-will soon bethiokiQg of a fence about his two thousand. 
Shall no one of us live as we would wish each other to 
live ? Shall ho have no annuity, you. no settlement on 
this nde, and I no prospect of getting to you on the 
other f This world is onade for Caesar— as Cato said^ 
for ambitious, fal£e>-«r flavoring people to domineer, in : 
oay, they would not, by their good wiU, leave us our 
very bodes, thoughts, or words, in quiets I despise the 
%orld, yet, T assure you^ more than, either Gay or you^ 
and the court more than all the rest of the workl. As. 
Sat those scribblerB for whom you apprehend I wouhl 
fuppress my Duiness, (whicb) by the way, for the future 
you age to caH by a more pompous nam^ the Sundad) 
how much that nest of hecoeta are my regard will 
easily appear to you when you read the Treatise of th^: 
Bathos. 

At all adventures, yours and my name shall stand 
linked aa friends to poBterity, both ia verse and prese^^ 
and (as TttUy C9XI» it), in eonsue^^dme sktdimwn. 

* Beiore Mr. Gay had/enceif bii tboaiaqd pottnds, he bad a coiun^*- 
tation with bis friends about tbe disposal of it Mr. Lewis advised 
kim to entrust it id the ftinds, and live upon the interest ; Or. Ar- 
buthnot, to intrust it to ProvldfiQce, and live upon the principal; and 
Mr. Pope was for purchasing an annuity fbr life. In. this aBcertaia- 
tj ht could only say with the old maa in Terence: 
•* * ■ llNistis probi : 

lac^rtior aoa SMiltOi 91MD dttchiiii**^ WAiBuftT^n^ 
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Would to God our persbos eould. bi|t s^. nrjell aDd,a«* 
surelj be iuseparable ! I find mj other ties, dropping 
from me; some worn off, some torn of^ others relasao^ 
daily : my greatest, both by duty, gratitude, and hur 
manity, tiine is shaking every iQoment, . and it now 
hangs bat b^ a thread 1 I am maoy years the older for 
Hviog so much with one so o}d; much the more helpless, 
for having been so long helped and tendered by hei^( 
mueh the more considerate and tendeir, for a daily com*^ 
merce with one ^bo required qae justly to be both to 
ber^ and consequent^ the more melancholy and 
thoughtful; and the less fit for others,, who want only 
ia a companion or a friend to be amused or entertained^ 
My constitution too has had ite share of jdecay, as well 
ft^ my sfmits, and I am as much ia the decline at ibi^ 
as you at sixty. I believe we should be fit to live toge- 
ther could i gel a little more health which might make 
me not quite insupporta^e i Your deafness would agree 
with my dulness ; you would not want me to speak whea 
you could, not hear. But God forbid you should be ai' 
destitute of the social con^ibrtiS of life as I must when 1 
lose my mother f or that eve^ you should lose yoijir mcwe 
useful acquaintance so. utterly, as, ta turn your thoughts 
to such, a broken reed as I am^ who could so ill supply 
yqur wants. I am extremely troubled at the returns of 
your deafness ; you cannot be too particular in- the ac> 
counts of your health to me ;: ev^jy thing you do or say 
to me in this kind obliges me, nay del^hts me, to see 
the justice you do me, in thinking me concenaed In all» 
yoiir concerns ; so that though the pleasantest thing yoit 
can^ellme be that you are better or easier) next to that 
k pleases me that you make ne the person you. would 
complain to. 

As the obtaiiiing the love of yalud>le men is' the hap- 
piest end I knov of this life^^so the next felicity la t^ 
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gd rid of feels and scouodFelB ; whicbl cannot bat ew» 
to J9a was one "part of my design in fidllog upon^ese 
authocs, whose incapacity is nol greater than their insia^ 
cerityv and of whom I have always found (if I maj 
quote mjsetf ) 

Thaioiclt bad author ia at bada firieai.^ 

This poem will rid me of jlhese insects. 

CedtU Romani ter^pUr^s^ ceditt Graii, 
Neacio qmd mqjuM fuucitur Jliadu* 

I mean than n^ lUad; and I calt it Nescio qtdd, which 
is a degree of modesty ; but, however, if it silence these 
leIiow8,t it must be something greater than my Uiad ia 
diristendom. Adieu» 



FROM SIR JOHN BROWWF. 

miT. siR» DcLwsonrStrceti April 4, 1 129. 

Bv antrange fataK^, though you were the only per* 
son in the world from whom I would conceal my being 
an author, yet you were unaccountably the only one let 
Into the secret of it : the ^oorant poor man who was en- 
trusted by me todefiverout the little books^ though he 
kept the secret from di others, yet, from, the nature of 

* Te Gmeek aiid;Boinao aatiion^ yield the prise,. 
See tometbing greater than an Hiad rise<*' S. 
f It didia a little time effectually lilence them. W^arbobton. 
X This treatiiBewas, **> A Memorial of the poor Ibhabitaots, Trades- 
Amd, and liabourers, of the Kiosdom oT trelahd;** to which Dr. 
Swift immediateljr pobliihed an answer, dated Macch 25, 1728 1 apd 
gristed in tiMtweraTahoae of thiicolkctioii. N. 
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the subject, concluded that I could have ao iaterest ia 
eoQcealiDg it fron ^roii, who were m universally knowp. 
to be ad iiviefatlgabie promoter of the wel&reof Ireland^ 
But though, the accident gave me some uneasiness al 
first ; yet, when I con^der your character, I cannot 
doubt (however slender the foundation of such a hope 
may be from any raents of nciy own) 3rour generosity 
will oblige you to conceal what chance has revealed to 
you, and incline you to judge of me, not from the re- 
port of my enemiesj but from what I appear in the little 
tracts which have waited on you. 

I shall not presume, sir, to detsun you with, the nar« 
rative of the ori^n and progress of the parliameatarj: 
accusations and votes against me; although^ would you^ 
do me the honour to inquire, I could ea^y convioce 
yod, from my own particular case^ that n)en have tw<> 
characters f one which is either good or bad, according 
to the prevailing number of their friends or enemies^ 
and one whi^h nev^ varies for either : one which has 
little or no regard to the virtue or vice of the subject,, 
and one which regardr that alone, is inherent (if I may 
say so) in the subject, and desciibes it what it really Is, 
without regaisd either to frieuds m' enemies. 

AIM shall beg of ypu is, to suspend your judgment 
upon it; since all parties allow that, although I had se<- 
vexal summons from the committee for Moodajf, and 
many evidences on the road in obedience to tbeic sumr 
moos, yet I was- tied down by the committee the pre* 
ceding Saturday, and deprived of the benefit of all my 
evidences, notwithstanding any thing I could uige to> 
the contrary. This, I hope, I may say without injury 
to Mr^ Bingham : for sure he may be entirely innocent, 
and yet a magistrate under the immediate dkection of> 
Hie lord cj^ef justice, who takes ezaoinations against. 
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blm, examfaiBtiioQs that do not evea contaiB matter to 
form an iadletmeot upon, may be innoceat also. 

It shall suffice therefore to saj, I went from Ireland 
loaded wkh the sererest censures of the bouse of com- 
mons : injured, >a8 f thought^ and oppressed to the greats 
est d^ee imaginable : robbed of that chai-acter which 
was dearer to me than life itself, and all thM by an over- 
bearing and overpowering interest. 

I sought in England for that peace and protection 
which was denied nie at home. My public character 
follo^red me: my countrymen iiijuted me. The nature 
of man is sociable : I was foited to herd with strangers. 
A prime minister, engaged in the success of a scheme, 
-wants no emissarieato spy out all that makes for him, 
and to fly- with what they have found to their employer. 
I was unfortunately set by those sort of creatures : my 
sentiments^ on the state of our money matters were indus^ 
triously sifted through me f and whcnihat was done, be^ 
fore I knew any thing of the matter, I was served with 
hh majesty's summons^ in a hurry I ran out of town^ 
and staid in tbe countij awhile ; but, on my return,^ 
again found anotlier summons- at my lodgings ; and, ter- 
rified by the dismal effSects of power at home, from risk- 
ing a second shipwreck abroad, I yielded to it, and ap- 
peared ftt the Cockpit. 

It is true, my appearance at the Cockpit, to those who 
knew. 190 only by the votes of the house of commons, 
must-have l^ked like a design of a revenge ; and I had 
many and powerful enemies, who gave all my actions 
the worst colour. But, to take the matter impartially, 
sir, is therd no allowance to be made for a mifid already 
broken by the dismal effects of prevailing power, and 
filled^ith the apprebeosdaosof seeond dangers ? Is there 
no allowance for a man, young in the knowledge^ of the 
world, under all these S&m and misfortunes, if he im 
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yielded to the repeated summoos of the couqdl of Eog- 
land, ia which his majesty was preseut; and if he was 
there, after a long and strenuous opposition, forced to tell 
his sentiments; forced, sir, to teU bis sentiments, not in 
the manner represented to the world, ^ut in a mapner the 
most cautious of giving room for a pretence to oppose the 
inclinations of our parliament ?* 

But, alas, the* consequence! You, sir, the defender of 
Ireland, were soon e;ngaged against me on that account; 
and that fatal genius of yours, in an instant ruined my 
character ; but, even ruin-bearing as it was, I blessed it : 
the cause which you undertook was dear to me; asd 
though fame is the last thing which one woiild sacrifice, 
even for bis country, yet I parted with that with plea- 
sure, while jou thought it.neeessary for the public good 
so to do. But now the end is served, dear sir, may not 
the roan have his mare again ?t 

Plato being told that certain persons aspersed his 
character, and represented him abroad as a very ill man; 
instead of expostulating with his enemies, and returning 
reproach for reproach, concealed himself^ saying, " No 
matter, my friends ; the whole life of Plato shsdl give his 
accusers the lie." 

Could I set before me a greater example ? Under the 
general displeasure of my country; under all the cen- 
sures which the restless malice of my ebemiesxould de- 
Tise, and under the keen edg^ of the drapier!s wit, the 
poly revenge in which I indulged myself w^ by a steady 
love for my Ooiutiy, and by manifest acts of affectioa 

* By this passage, compared m\h the drapier's Uiird letter, it apr 
pears that Sir John Browa* was one of the four evidences examined 
by the privy council in England, on behalf of Wood*8 patent. N. 
f k wa probably on account of this letter, that the two passages re* 
specUng Browne in the drapier*s third letter, which are restored ia 
thv editiop, were itruck out by the dean. N; 
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tb^Hto^ to be a silent reproach to the foul tongues of m j 
enemies. 

Penult then, sir, permit me in peace, to take his great 
example and no longer give way to the power of my 
enemies sby coi^tinuiug to oppress me. They have al- 
ready gained their cause by you; but I must say it was 
not the sword of Ajax, but the avmour of Achilles, 
which he put on, that won the day. 

The cause for which you undertook my ruin was the 
cause of my country : it was a good cause, audyou slmll 
ever fiqd me of that side. You have carried it, and- 1 
know you will no lo^er be my enet^. But alas t as 
long as your works subsist, wherever they be read, 
even uqto the end of time, roust I be branded as a vilw 
lain ? It is a hard sentence j and yet, unless the spear of 
Achilles, the same ^instrument which gave the wound, adr 
minister the remedy, it must be so. 
, In short, sir, you mu^t be a man of honour ; it is not 
pcMBsible that hooour should be wanting where all the dis- 
tinguishing characteiistiGs of it are Ibund : I cannot 
doubt it : and therefore I will let you fully into a secret, 
which accident has given you a part of; and I am sure 
you will keep it. 

The source of ^ all roy misfortunes was the vote of the 
house of commons : but I have laboured, however, as I 
always shall^, to serve my c^vuntry, and make myself 
agreeai^e to them : and though the misfortune of a bad 
public character deprived me of the private conirersatioa 
of my countrymen, which is the surest and best way to 
know our true interest^ yet I flatter myself that my lit- 
tle essays may be useful, at least they may be no bad be^ 
ginning; and you know it is easy to add to a work once 
begun. IBut, if the wo]:k ijs known to be miae, the vet;^ 
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name will ewtdeoiDil, ud rentier it ludcM to mf cons- 
try.* 

WhatcTCr the faults maj be, I haye publicly applied 
to 70U to amend tben^ before tbe bearer'i mkbike rawle 
me determioe this private application to you : And t 
must say, that I shall reckon it uo small degree of ho- 
nour if you take tfaat trouble upon you. 

Tn tbe mean timb I diall beg die favour irf yo« tft 
keep a Mcret, which do other penoB but tny printer, my 
bookseller, and the bearer knowi. 
I am, reverend sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

JOHN BROWNE. 



FROM MRS. MARTHA BLOUNT. 

an, Mty 7, 1728. 

I JLH very much pleased with your tetter, bnt I should 
have thought myself much more obliged bad you been 
less sincere, and not told me I did not owe the favour en- 
tirely to your inclinattoDS, but to an information that t 
bad a mind to hear from you : and I mistrust you thiok. 
even that as much as I deserve. Ifso, you really are not 
deserving of my repeated inquiries afler yoUi and my 
constant good wishes and coDcera fw your welFare; 

■ver to the Memorial, irhich vai publitbcd 
u letter, B71, "I ceetirtd ainpcrftiiniyaD, 
t tajt Dante aC aulboror printer, ud Jeat, I 
ken, vithout an/ diltiiMtion. It coBtaim a 
■ of corn, sad eome Kbemfi for maliins it 

approve of." After oUecting to leTeral psr- 
>ru'* idnn, the dean addi, " Sir, npm tba 
ery enida piece, Ualile to mnv otjectisoi 

I tfaink r^r Mcuint ii good, and m fti 
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whkh meriiB some remembrance 'without the help of an- 
other. I cannot saj I have a |;reat inclination to write . 
to you, for I have uoj^reat vanity that >i?ay, at least not 
enough to support me above the fear of writing ill : but 
I woukl fain have you know how truly well I wish you. 

I am sorry to hear no good account of your health ; 
mine has been, rince Christmas, (at which time I had 
my fever and rash) neither well nor ill enough to be ta- 
ken notice of : but within these three weeks I have 
been sick in form, and kept my bed for a week, and my 
chamber to this day. 

This confinement, together with the mourning, has 
enabled me to be very ^asy in my chair hire : for a dy- 
ed black gown and a scoured white one have done my 
busineas very veil ; and they are just now fit for Peter- 
diam, where -we talk of going in three i^eeks ; and I am 
not without hopes I shall have ihe same squire^ I had 
last year. I am very unwilling to change ; and more- 
over I b^;in to fear I have no great prospect of getting 
any new danglers ; and therefore, in order to make a 
tolerable figure, I shall endeavour to behave myself 
mighty well, that I may keep my old ones. 
* As a proof that I continue to be well received at 
court, I will tell you where the royal family design to 
paaa their summer : two months at Richmond lodge, the 
same time at Hampton court, and six weeks at Wind- 
sor. Mrs. Howard is well, and happier than ever you 
saw her : for her whole affair with her husband is ended 
to h^r satisfaction. 

Dr. Arbuthnot I am very angry with ; he neglects 
me for those he thinks finer ladies. Mr. Gay's fame 
continues, but his riches are in a fair way of diminishing ; 
lie is gone to the Bath : I wish you were ordered there, 

* Dr. Swift. D. S. 
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for I believe that would carry Mr. Pqpe, who is always 
ioclioed to do more for his friends than himself. He is 
much out of order, and is told oothing is so likely to do 
him good. 

My illness has prevented my writing to you sooner. 
If I was a favourite at court, I wQuld soon convince 
you that I am very sincerely 

Tour faithful friend 
^ ancl very humble servant, 

M. B. 



TO MR. POPE. 

Dublin, May 10, 1728* 

I HAVfi with great pleasure showd the New-England 
newspapier with the two names Jonathan Gulliver ; and 
I remember Mr. f'ortescue^ sent you an account froiti 
the assizes of one Lemuel Gulliver, who had a cause 
there, and lost it on his ill reputation of being a liar. 
These are not the only observations I have made upon 
odd strange accidents in trifles, which in things of great 
importance would have been matter for historians. Mr. 
Gay's opera has been acted here twenty times, and my 
lord lieutenant telk me it is very well performed ; he 
h^ seen it often, and approves it much. 

You give a most melancholy 'account of yourself, and 
which I do not approve. I re<±on that a man, subject 
like us to bodily infirmities, should only occasionally 
converse with great people, qotwithstanding all their 
good qualities, easinesses, and kindnesses. There is 

* William Fortesque, Esq. afterward a baron of tbe Exchequer. 
SeeyoLxxiu. N. 
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another race which I prefer before tbeni, as beef aod 
mutton for coostant diet before partridges : I mean a 
middle kind, both for uoderstandlng and fortune, who 
are perfectly easy, never impertinent, complying in eve- 
ry thing, ready to do a hundred little offices that you 
and I may often want, who dine and sit with me five 
tim^s for once that I go to them^ and whom I cannot tell 
without offence that I am otherwise engaged at present. 
This yoii cannot expect from any of those, that either 
you or I, or i^th, are acquainted with on your side ; 
who are only fit for our healthy seasons, and have much 
business of their own. God forbid I should condemn 
you to Ireland CQ$i4mquam O !j and for £ngland I de- 
spair : and indeed a change of affairs would come too 
late at my season of life, and mighC probably produce 
nothing on my behalf. Touhave kept Mrs. Pope longer, 
and have had her care beyond what from nature you 
could expect ; not but her los^ will be very sensible 
whenever it shall happen. I say one thing, that both 
summers aod winters arelnilder here than with you; all 
things for life in general better for a middling fortune : 
you will have an absolute command of your company, 
with whatever obsequiousness or freedom you may ex- 
pect or allow. I have an elderly housekeeper, who 
had been my Walpole above thirty years, whenever I 
lived in this.kingdotzg I have the command of one or 
two villas near this^own : you have a warm apartment 
in this house, and two gardens fof amusement. I have 
said enough, yet not half. Except absence from friends, 
I confess freely tjiat I have no discontent at living here, 
bcBide what arises from a silly spirit of liberty, which, 
as it neither sours my drink, nor hurts my meat, nor 
spoils my stomach, farther than in imagination, so I re* 
solve to throw it off. 

Tou talk of this Dunciad, but I am impatient to bare 
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it vokitte per ora— there is now a vatcaocy for faine ; tlie 
Beggar's Opera has done its \»sik,disee<kU uU cmwiod 
^atUT* Adieu* 



TO LORD CARTERET. 

May 10, 1728. 

1 TOLD your excellency, that you were to run on my 
errands. My Lord Burlington has a very fine monu- 
ment of his ancestor tlie Earl pf Cork in my cathedral, 
which your excellency has seen. I and the chapter 
have written to him In a boAj, to have it repaired, apd 
I in person have deared he would do it. And I deaied 
likewise, that he would settle a parcel of laud, worth 
five pounds a year (not an annuity) to keep it aiwajs 
in repair. He said, " JIc would do any thing to oblige 
me ; but was afraid that, in future times, the five pounds 
a year would be misapplied, and secured by the deao 
and chapter to their own use.*' I answered^ " That a 
dean and twenty-four members of so great a chapter, 
w!io, in livings, estates, &c. had about four thousand 
pounds a year among them, would hardly divide four 
ahillings among them, to cheat his posterity ; and that 
we could have no view but ta consult the honour of his 
family." I therefore command your excellency to lay 
this before him, and the affiront lie has put upon us in 
uot answering a letter written to him by the dean and 
chapter in a body. 

The great Duke trf Schomberg is buried uuder the al- 
tar in my cathedral. My Lady Holderness is my old 
acquaintance ; and I writ to her about a small sum, to 
make a monument for her grandfather. I writ to her 
myself; and also there was a letter from the dean and 
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tluptar, to desire she would order a moDumcQt to b^ 
hiised for him iu my cathedral. It seems^ Mildmar, 
now Lord Fitzwalter, her husband, is a covetous fellow ; 
or, whatever is the matter, we ha^^ had no answer. I 
dc«e you will tell Lord Fitzwalter, " That if he will 
not ^od^ fifty pounds, to make a monuntieut for the old 
dtike, I and the chapter will erect a^mall one of ourselves 
for ten pounds ; wherein it shall be expressed, that the 
posterity of the duke, naming particularly Lady Holder- 
uess and Mr. Miklmay, not having the generosity to erect 
a monument, we have done it of ourseTves." And if, 
for ao excuse, they pretend they will send for his body, 
let them know it is mine ; and rathcfr than send it, 1 
will take up the boned and make of it a skeleton, and 
put it in my register office, to be a memorial of tiieir 
bas^ess to all posterity. This I expect your exceltei.- 
ty will tell Mr. Mildmay, or as you now tall him, 
Lord Fitzwalter : and I exped, likewise, that be %viH 
kt Sfir Cooyers D*Amy know how ill I take his neg- 
lect in this ibatter ; although, to do liim justice, he aver 
lied, ** That Mildmay was so avaricious a wretch, that 
he would let his own father be buried without a cofifin, 
to Mve charges.'^ 

I expect likewise, that if you are acquainted with 
^'our successor, you will let him know boW impartiul I 
was in giving you characters of clergymen, without re- 
gaixl to party, and what weight you laid on them t and 
flrat having but one clergyman who had any relation to 
me, I let him pass unpi^ferred. And lastly, that you 
win let your said successor know^ that you lament the 
having done nothing fer Mr. Robert Grattan ;* and gave 

• or ibis family there were scVeo brothers, sons of Dr. Cirpttan, a 
Tcnerablc and hospitable clergyman, who gayethem alia liberal edu- 
cation. The eldest was in the commission of the peace, and lived re- 
jmtably ob his patrimony !d the country. Another was a physician 

VOL. XVII. 1 
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bim such a recommendatioD, Uiat he may faaye somet 
to meDd his fortune. 

These are the matters I leave in charge to jour ex* 
cellencj : aod I desire that I, who have dooe with courts, 
%fkj not he used like a courtier : for, as I was a cour- 
tier when you were a schoolboy, I know all your arts. 
And so God bless you, and all your family, my old 
friends : and remember, I expect you shall not dare to 
be a courtier to me. 

I am, &c. 



FROM MR. GAY. 



D£AB SIR, BoUlf^ May 16, 1728. 

I HAVE been at the Bath about ten days, and I have 
played at no game but once, and that at backgammon, 
with Mr. Lewis, who is very much your humble servant 
He is here upon account of the ill state of health of his 
wife, who has as yet found very little benefit from the 
waters. Lord and Lady Bolingbroke are here ; I think 
she is better than when^I came here: they stay, as I 

another son, Jam^ a merchant (who died lord majQr of Dublin In 
. 1*7^^) three others were clersymen ; aod theyoiiogert, Charles, fel- 
low Of Dublin college, and master of the great president at InniduU- 
ing. With all these brothers Swift lived in the strictest intimacy; 
and to one of them, who had a hoose at Belanery, near Dublin, the 
following memorandum in the Dean's hand writing has refermce : 
** Mr. Grattan's walk, called Tkt Bxiovngt WaOct was trom the gate 
going in to Gordon^s house-door, hy computation, 1740 feet; ont of 
the length of this walk, he made a lease for ever of 596 Oeet, with a 
field adjoining, to Mr. Deering, a stranger. Therefore Mr. Gratten^ 
walk is now in length only 1145 feet. It was the greatest foDy, of a 
private domestic kind, that I ever remember ; for that walk wastbe- 
only convenience in his garden or grounds about it, and the only agree- 
able circumstance that could make the place tolerable.** Xf • 
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JgBfjUBi only about a fortnight longer. They both desir* 
ed me to make then: compliments ; as does Mr. Coq- 
greve,* who is in a very ill state of health, but somewhat 
better since he came here. Mr. Lewis tells me, that he 
is promised to receire a hundred pounds updn jour |j6- 
oount at his return to London ; he haVing (upon request) 
complied to^tay for the payment till t'hat time. The 
two hundred pounds you left with me areiu the hands 
of Lord Bathurst, together with some money of mitfe, all 
vhich he will repay at Midsummer, «o that we iqust think ^ 
of some other way of employing it ; and I cannot I'esobire 
what to do. I do not know how long I shall stay here, 
because I am now, as I have been all my life, at the 
disposal of others. I drink the waters, and am in hopes 
to lay io a stock of health, some of which I wish to com- 
municate to you. Dr. Dehiny told me you ))ad been 
upon a journey, and I really fancy taking liprses is as 
good as taking the waters: I hope you have found bene- 
fit by it. The Beggar's Opera is acted here ; but our 
Polly has got no fame, though the actors have got money. 
I have sent by Dr. Delany, the opera, Polly Peachun^ 
and Captain Macheath. I would have sent you fny own 
bead (which is now engraving to make up the gang,) but 
it 18 not yet finished. I suppose you must have heard 
that I have had the honour to have had a ^rtnon preach- 
ed against my works by a court cbaplain,t which I look 
upon as no smaH addition to my fame. Direct to me 
here when you write ; and the sooner that is, the sooner 
you ^riU make me happy. ^ 

« He died Jan. 19, 1728^. N. 

f Dr. Tbomas Hefriog, then preacher to the tociety in Lioeoln'i 
Idb, and afterward arthbbhop oTCanterbury. Dr. Swift, in the In- 
tdl^S^DCor, No. lU. paUitbed in Ireland, fpeaks with great asperity 
^Dr. Herring, on aeeonnt of bit leringQ agaimt the Beggar's Opera. 
B. 
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TO MR. POPE. 

Jan. 1. 1728-9. 
I LOOK upon mj Loi*d Bolin^broke and us two as a 
peculiar triuiiivii*ate,^wbo have notblog to expect or to 
fear; aud bo far fittest to converse with one another: 
only he and I are a little subject to schemes, and one of us 
(I would not say which) upon very weak appearances, 
and this you have nothing to do with. I do profess 
without affectation^ that your kind opinion of me as a 
patriot (since you call it so) is what I do not deserve; 
because what I do is owing to perfect rage and resent* 
ment, aud the mortifying sight of slavery, folly, and 
baseness about me, among which I am forced to live* 
And I will take my oath that you have more virtue in 
an hour than I in seven years ; for you despise the fol- 
lies and hate the vices of mankind witliout the least ui 
effect on your temper ; and with regard to particular 
men, you are inclined always rather to think the better^ 
whereas with me it is always directly contrary. I hope, 
however, this is not in you from a superior principle of 
virtue, but from your situation, which has made all par- 
ties and' interests indifferent to you ; who can be under 
DO concern about high and low diurch, whig and toiy, 
or who is fir^t minister. Your long letter was the last I 
received till this by Dr. Delany, although you mention' 
another since. The Doctor told me your secret about 
the Dunciad, which does not please me, because it de- 
fers gratifying my vanity in the most tender point, and 
perhaps may wholly disappoint it. As to one of your 
itiquires^ I am easy enough in great matters, but h^vea 
tiiousand paltry vexations in my little station, and the 
more contemptible the more vexatious. There might be a 
Lutriil-writ upon the tricks used by my chapter to tease 
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Hi«. t do not converse witb one creature of station or 
title, but I ha?e a set of easj people whom I entertain 
when I have a mind : I have formerly described them 
to yoa, but when you come you shall have tlie honours 
of the country as much as you please, and I shall, on 
that account, make a better figure as long as I live. 
Pray God preserve Mrs. Pope for your sake and ease; 
I love and esteem her too much to wish it for her own : 
if I were five-and-twenty 1 would wish to be of her age, 
to be as secure as she is of a better life. Mrs. P. B. has 
writ to me, and is one of the best letter- writers I know ; 
very good sense, civility and friendship, without any 
stiffness or constraint. The Dunciad has taken wind 
here, but if it had not, you are as much known here as 
in England, and the university lads will crowd to kiss 
the hem of your garment. I am grieved to hear that 
my Lord Bolingbroke's ill health forced him to the 
Bath. Tell roe, is not temperance a necessary virtue 
for great men, since it is the parent of ease and liberty^ 
so necessary for the use and improvement of the mind, 
and which philosophy allows to be the greatest felicities 
of life ? I believe, had health been given so liberally to 
you, it would have been better husbanded without shame 
to your parts. 



FROM MR. POPE. 

Dawley^ June iJ8, 1 728. 
I NOW hold the pen for my Lord Bolingbroke, who is 
reading your letter between two haycocks, but his atten- 
tion ia sometimes diverted by casting his eyes on th« 
clouds, not in admiration of what you say, but for fear 
of a shower. He is pleaded with your pUciog him in 
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ibe triumvirate between yourself and me : thoiigb he 
Bajs^ tbat be doubts be sliall fare like Lepidos, urbileooe 
of us ruDs away witb all tbe ppwer^ like Augustus, aod 
another ivitb all the pleasures, like Antony. It is 
upon a foresight of this that be has fitted up his f^riii, 
sind you. will agree that this scheme of retreat at least 
is not founded upon weak appearances. Upon his re- 
turn, from tlie Bath, all peccant humours, he finds, are 
purged out of him ; and his great temperance and eco- 
nomy are so signal^ that the first is fit for my constitu- 
tion, and the latter would ensile you td lay ap so much 
money as to buy a bisbopric in England. As to the re^ 
(urn of his health and vigour, were you here, you might 
• inquire ot his haymakei-s ; but as to his temperance, I 
can answer tliat (for one whole day) ve have had aothiog 
for dinner but mutton broth, beans and bacod^ and a 
barn-door fowl. ' ' 

Now his lordship is nui after his cart, I ha^e a rao* 
ment left to myself to tell you, that I overheard him 
yesterday agree with a painter for 200Z. to paipt hi^ 
couotcy-hall'^ with trophies of rakes,, spades, prongs, &o 
and other ornaments, merely to countenance his calling 
this place a farm-r— now turn over a new leaf. — 

He' bids me assupe ybu, he should be sorry not to 
have B^e schemes of kindness for his fnends, than of 
abbition for himself : there, though his schemes may be 
weak, the motives at least are strong ; and he says far- 
ther, if you could bear as. great a fiill and decrease of 
your revenues, as he knows by experience he can, you 
would not live in Ireland an hour. 

* The editor of the Biographia-BritanDica observes from hiff owu 
knowledee, that it ii^as so paioted in Mack crayoQS, apd fhat-oirer 
the door was this ioscription : 

*• Satis heatas runs honor.'* N. 
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^ The DuDciad is going to be printed in all poinp, ivith 
tbe inscription which makes me {loudest. It will be at- 
tended with proeme^ prolegomenOj testimonia scripUmtm, 
index aMthonim^ and notes pariorum. As to the latter, 
I desire you to read over the. text, and ipake a few in 
any way you like best,* whether dry raillery, upon the 
style and way of commenting of trivial critics ; or hu- 
morous, upon the authors in the poem ; or historical, of 
persons, places, times ; or e^^planatory, or collectiDg the 
parallel passages of the ancients. Adieu. I am pretty 
well, my mother not ill. Dr. Arbuthnot f exed with 
his fever by intervals ; I am afraid he declines, and we 
shall lose a worthy man : I am troubled about him very 
much. 

I am»&c. 



* V ritOM JMTB. GAY 

VHUR SIR, Bath, Jufy 6, 1 728. 

The last ccws I - hav^ heard of you, was from Mr^ 
Itfiuncelot, who was at thi^ place with Lord Sussex, wfio 
gave me hopes of seeing you the latter eufd of this sum- 
mer.^ I wish you mi^ keep that resolution, and take the 
Bath in ^onv way to town. Yon, in all probability, will 
find here some of most of tliose ^ou like to see. Dr. 
Arbuthnot wrote to me. to-day from Tunbridge, where 
he is now for the recovery of his health, having had se- 
veral relapses of a fever : he tells me that he is much 
better, and that in August he intends to come hither. 
Mr. Congreve and I often talk of you, and wish you 
health and every good thing; but often, out of self in* 



* Dr. Swift did ao. Warbwrt©n. 



2<H> I<ETT£iiS TO Aim FROSI 

terest, we wish joa. wlih ii& lo five or rix dajs I set 
out upctti an exeonioD to Herefordshire, to liOdy Scudfl^ 
oiore'fl^ but shall return here the begiDDing of August 
I wish yo^ CQuM meet roe at Gutheridge. The Btib 
did not agree wUh Lady Boliogbroke, and she went 
from here much worse, than she came. Since she went 
to Dawley, by her own inclination, without the advice o£ 
physicians, she has taken to a milk diet, and she hath wril- 
Boe an account of prodigious good eflTecto both in the re^ 
coverj of her appetite and spirits. The weather is ex^ 
Mreroely hot, the place i9 very empty; I have an iocliDa^ 
tion to study, but the heat makes H impntsibie. Tbe< 
Duke of Bolton,^ I hear, has run awaj with Polly 
Peacbum, having settled 400/. a year upon her durinif' 
pleasure; and upon disagreement 200/. a year. Mr«^ 
Pope is in a state of persecution for the Dunciad; I 
wish to be witness of bis fbrtitude, but he writes but sel- 
dom. -"It would be a consolation to me to hear from you*. 
I have heard but once from Mvs.^ Howard these three 
months, and I think but once from Pope. My portrait 
m€zzotinto is published from Mrs. Howard's painting; t 
wish I could conti-ive to sen^ you one, but I fancy I 
could get a better impression at Londop. I have tea 
thonsand things to talk to you, but few to write; yet 
defer writing to you no longer, knowing you interest 
yourself in every thing that concerns me so much, that^ 
I make you happy, as you will me, if you can tell roe 
you are in good health, which I wish you to hear evcrp 
niorning as soon as I awake. 

I am, dear sir» 

Yours most affieciiooately.. 

* Wbo afterward mufitA Mifi F^pten;. 0. 
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TO MR. POPE. 

Jufy2Q, 1728. 

I HATE often run over the Daociad, in an Irish edition 
(I suppose full of faults) which a gentleman sent me* 
The notes J could wish to be very large, in what relates 
to the persons coneerned : for I have long observed that' 
twenty miles from London nobody understands hints, 
initial letters, or towa facts and passages ; and in a few 
years not evea those who live in London: J would 
have the names of those scribblers printed indexically 
at the beginning or end of the poem^ with an account of 
thefr works, for the reader to refer to.^ I would have 
aH the parodies (as they are called) referred to the au* 
thor they imitate. When I began tfan long paper, I^ 
thought I should have filled it itith. setting down the se-' 
veral passages I had marked in the edition I had, but I 
find it unnecessary, 'so many of them falling under the 
same rule. Ader twenty times reading the whole, I 
never, in my opinion, saw so much go6d satire or more 
good sense in so mahy lines^ How it passes in Dublin 
I know not yet f but I am sure it will be a great disad* 
vantage to the poem, that the persons and facts will not 
be understood 4ill an explanation comes out, and a very 
ftill one. I imagine it is not to be published till towai^ 
winter, when folks begin- to gather in* town. Again I in- 
i^t, you must have your astei-isks filled up with some 
real names of real dunces. 

I am now reading your preceding letter of June 28^ 

and find that all I have advised above is mentioned* 

there. I would be glad to know whether the quarto 

edition Is come out anonymously, as published by the 

commentaibr, with all his pomp of prefaces, &c. audi 

among many complaints^ of spurious editions? I aok 

l2 . 
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thiukiog whether the eiUtoT should not follow the ofd 
style o( this excellent atilhor. Sic and refine in many 
places when jou meant no refinement ? and inio the 
l^aiigain take all the load of naming the dunces, their 
qualities, histories, and performances ! 

As to yourself, I douht ypa want a spuirer on to ex- 
ercise and to amusements ; but to talk of decay at your 
season of life is^ a jest. But you aie not so regular as !• 
You are the most temperate man Godward, and the^ 
most intemperate yourselfward, of jnost I have known. 
I suppose Mr. Gay will return from the Bath witl> 
twenty pounds more flesh and two hundred less in mo- 
ney : Providence never designed him to be above two* 
and-twenty by^ his thoughtlessness and cullibility. He-. 
hath as little foresight of age,' sickness^ poverty^ or loss^ 
6f admirers, as a girl at fifteen. By the way, I'mual; 
observe, that my Lord Bolingbroke (from the effects of 
his kindness to roe) ^argues most sophistically :.the faU 
ftom a milKon^to a hundred thousand pounds is not so^ 
|ireat as from eight hundred pounds a. year to one : be^ 
ddes he i^ a controller of fortune, and poverty dares not 
look a great minister in the face under his lowest de-* 
•lensioD. I never knew him live so greatly and expen- 
sively as he has done since his return from exile ; such 
mortals have resources that others are not able to com* 
prehend. But God bless you, whose great genius had 
sot so transported yeu as to leave you to the courtesy 
of mankind ;. for wealth is a liberty, and liberty is a 
blessing fittest for a philosopher— and €\ay is a slave, 
^st i)y two thousand pounds too little. And Horace 
was ipf my niind> and let iny Jord contnadict him if ha 
48tea» 
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TO DR. SHERIDAN. 

Matkei'kUi,* Aug. 2, 1 728. 

OtTE frieods here, as well as mjselA were sadlj dis- 
tppoiDted upon hearing the account of your joumej. 
Nobodj ID town or country,' as we were kifonned, Knew 
where jou were ; but I persuaded our family, tbiit yoii 
were certdnly m a way of making yourself easy,' and 
bad got that living you mentioned, and accordingly we 
were grieyedy and rejoiced at the loss and settlement of 
s friend ; bat it never entered into our heads, that you 
were bestowing forty day^in several stages between con- 
stable and constable without any real benefit to yourself, 
farther than of exercise ; and we wished that nobody 
diould have had the benefit of your long absence from 
jour schod but yourse^ by a good living, or we b^ 
your good company ; much less than the pleasure of 

spiting T- had been your great motive. I heartily 

wish you were settled at HamUton's Bawn, and I would 
be apt to advise you not fo quit your thoughts that way, 
it the matter may be brought to* bear f for by a letter I 
just received from the Bishop of Cork, which was short 
and dry, with the stale excfise of pre^ngagements, I 
doubt yoacan hope uotlung from him; As to whatyoi» 
call my exercise, I have long quitted it : it ga^e me too- 
Drach constraint, and the world doea not deserve it. We 
raay'keep.it cold till the middle of winter. 

As to my return, there are many speculatikms* I am 
well here, and hate^removak ; my scheme was, that you* 
dould come hither, asyou say, and I return with yoo 
ia your chaise Sir Arthur^ on hearing your letter^ 
pressed me to stay longer.. I am a^veiy busy man, suck 

* Tbe leat of ^ Ardinr AchfMo. B; 
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ae a ^ika, which you will koow when you come ^ 
yet I would contrive to be preved «i<ire to stay till 
Christniafly and that you nay coiitrive to be here again,, 
and take me back with you time epougb for my owa 
tdsitation : and my reason for staging ii> to be here the 
planting and pruning time, &c. I hate DubUn^ aad 
Ipve the retirement herie, and* the ciyiUty of my haita.. 
This is my state and humaur upoa it, aqd aecprdi^gljr 
you are to manage my scheme* I{o«i^e¥er» I wouiA: 
have you keep your vacatioo of Stpteofribei^ h^^ ; andS 
let Mrs. Brent send me a dos^en guvi^&V' (half of tbeor 
half guineas) by yoti, and a peiiwig» and. a new lidiogr 
gown and cassqck, and whatever dse I may want bgr a& 
longer absence, provided you wiA rasolre and swear ihati 
i. shall stay. 

I had all Mrs. Bient's packets by IVfr. IMe. My; 
service to Mrs. Dingley. I c^nPQi say thai 1^ havo^ 
more to. say, than tp say that I. a»^ Si^ 



TO BB.. SHEBJBMcK. 

My cQDtinuflgsc^ here is owiag partly to iadoteflce^^ 
nod partly to my hatred tihlMilis. I^ am in a middlifig^^ 
way, bietween healthy suvt^icfc^ liardfy. ever without ai 
little giddiness or deafbtss, and somettBies^bath : soimudki 
fw that, M to what you callmy lesson^ I tiridyo&l; 
would tkinkjao mor^ of it^, neither^ do II cQaceive that 
vf^U deserves so much trouMefromyouorme. I iMaS^ 
tl^ sufferii^ ofrtbeeomtay for: want of silver^ deaerve^ 

; . ' - " 

* This sbpuld alio ^ dated from Merket-bill. H. 
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ftpq»^,* ^K^ (be remedy isao eaqr, and tkoie io por- 
CB ao oaglif^at. I bo^ aooie other aiibjecte io nojr 
tbougkto ; bitt tnilj 1 am taken up ao mufih whh hmg 
laaipooiB QD a petsoo^ wh» owns yeit for a back, that I 
have 00 tune for aoy thing else; and if I do not pro^ueo- 
i^e ev&ey now aod tbeo of about two inmdrf d lioes^ I 
am chid for my idleDesa, and threatened with jron. L 
desire you will step to the deanery, speak to Mrs. Brent,f 
bid her open the middle gasat drawer of Ridgeway's 
scnitoire in my closet, and then do you take out from 
thence the hisloiyj: in fblio^ marble cover; and two thin 
folios fairly writ. I forget the titles, but you hare read 
them; one is an account of the proceedings of Lord 
Osrford's ministiy, and the other§^to the same purpose. 
There are foul copies of both io the same drawer^ bai^ 
do you take out the fm ones^ not in my band. Let 
them be packed up and brought hither by the bearer. 
My lady i» perpetuaMy quanclHng wilb Sir Arthur and:, 
me, and showa eyj&ry: creatURe the libeki I ha?e writ 
agalkist her«|| 

. Mr« Worrall: sent? me the particniMa of the httWC' 
made in Naboth^V vineyard.'^ The d^— buvsl, &c. 

. I diink.Lady Dub's bumiDg would be an admiraMa 
subject to show how hatelbl ao aoiiaai a human creature 
i& tiiat is known to ha«e never done any good. The 
rabUe all rejoiehig^ Stc. wl^j^they woiM not' have done ' 
atvany mtsfortmo to^a maii.kaQir&>to be chacitabfe. 

« In the Intelligencer, tke )9th.iiQiBber,of which is on this subject 
It 

f The 9seaii?ft£ouMAce«p«-. m 

I History/Of'theBeace of Utrecht; 

i The State of Alfeirs in. 1744. 

^ . See Hadilton*! BaWn, or the Grand Question Debated: H, 

Wfc'A ilBkl, not fiu- fronf tik»dkaiiery hoase« wtikib' Doctor S«ri{t xo«^ 
closed at a great expense with a fine stone wall lined with brick, against 
w^ich he plantod Tinea aod^the-best chosen frnlt tce£s,;fo» the benefit 
of ihc deanof Sk Patrick^s for the time being. H. 
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I 

i wttb you could get kt with the pnmate, on the 
coiiBt of some discourse «bout you here Unlay with* 
Wbaley and Walmdey. Whaley goes to DubHn on- 
Monday next in order for England. I would have you^ 
see him. I hncy you nay do some good with the pri- 
mate as to the first good vacant school, if you wheedle 
bim, and talk a littte whIggishLy. 



MR. POPE TO DR. SHERIDAJT. 

SfB, 

I THJLNK you Iindly for your news of the dean of St. 
Patriek's, for your Persius,^ for every thing in your let- 
ter. I will use my warmest endeavours to. serve Drw 
Whak^. Beside his own merit, the demerit of his^ anta- 
gonist goes into die scale, and the dean tells me he is a 
coac^utaot of that fool Smedley. You must have seen, 
but you cannot have read, what he has lately published 
af^dnst our fi?iend and me. Tlie only pleasure a* bad 
wetter can give me be has given, that ^ being abused 
with my betters and my friends I am much pleased 
with most of the InteU^;encer8» but I am a little piqued 
at the authof 6f Ulem for not once doing me the honour 
of a mention upon so honourable an occasion as Jbetng 
slandesed by the duoees, iogetlm with my fidend the 
dean, who b properly the author of the Dunciad : it had 
never been writ but at hb request, and for his deafness : 
for had he been aUe to convene with me, do you think 
IhadaDmsedmytimesoill-? I will not trouble you witir 
amendments to so imperfect an edition as is now pubKslv 
td; you wUl sooojee ^ better, with a fiUI and true com^ 

^ABnpctraoiMoa^Dr.Siicridaib Jt 
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neotaiy, setting all mistakes right, and brandlim ooue 
but our owo cattle. Some yerj good epigrams oo the 
gentlemen of the Dunciad have been sent me from Ox* 
ford, and other? of the London authoss : if I had aa 
amanuensis (which is a thing neither I nor my common 
trifles are worth) you should liare them with this. If 
your umversttj or town have produced any on tl^s sub* 
ject, pray send them me, or keep them at least toge- 
ther, for another day they may all meet 

I have writ to the dean just now by Mr. £lriog^n» 
who chaiges Irimself with this, and have inserted a hint 
or two of Ilia lil)elling the lady of the family ; in as inno*. 
cent a manner as he does it, be will hardly su^tct I ha^ 
any information of it 

Though I am a very ill ^umrespDndent, I shall at all 
times be glad to have the favour of a line from you. Mjc 
^eiight is bad, my head often ia pain, my time strangely 
taken up. Were I my own master (which, I, thank 
God, I yet am, in all points but one, where humanity 
only constrains me) I would infallibly see Ireland. be-» 
fore I die. But whether that, or many other otmy Ul> 
tie, though, waon designs^ will ever take effect, 

CaUgknosA tuMepmrnit Deut I 

I am (wherever I am) the dean^s, and thedean'k 
iriends^ and convquently faithfully, sin 

Tour affectionate servant, 

A. POPE, 
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TO MR. WORRALL.* 

£^28^1728; 

I HAD aH the letters giv«D me fay ny leiraots : soteMP 
Sin. Brentf and Dr. SheridaD $. aod I thaok yoa for fl»e 
great care jou had in the coinMtefoas I troHUed jm 
Ufa. 

I ioiagiDe Mrs. Brent is gone into the eeahtryy but 
that yiNi kn<Hr wbece te send to her. I desire jou will 
pay her four pounds, and sixteen piMsradis to Mrs. Ding- 
lej, and ^e their receipts. I beg Mnk Dingley V par- 
dbB for n«C remembcnng her debt sooner ; and my huttH' 
ble service to her. I desire Mrs. Breat to send me the 
best receipt she has for.makiogmeath; she ma^rseiid 
her receipt for maiiog the strong meathj send that for 
making the next strong, and the third strong. Hers was* 
ahrajs too strong; and on that aecounf she was soiri- 
M I would eaSet her to make no more. There is ^ 
▼exfeUloiis thing happened about the usquetraugb for mjr 
Leid BoHogbroke. It seems^ jou only directed it for 
the £ar] of Berkeley i but I thought I had desired jm^ 

* Mr. WorraH wai ^dferg^anv a master of arts, a reader and' 
vicar of St.Patrick^s cathedra], and a master of the soDg. He was a 
man of Swift*B own standing in the college; a good walker, a mzncS, 
seiide, and a great deal of humour; all which ingratiated hSm much 
with the dean ; who diaedwith him whenever he thoag}it'pi«per,»t-a- 
eertain rate, inviting as nwDj friends as be pleaseijh at the same time. 
Mr. WorraI1,-b7 his last will, bequeathed to Trinity College, Dublin, 
1002. per annum, to be yearly distributed among poor scholars edu- 
cated in that city f-. and many thousand pounds more to be disposed of 
to pubHc chuitiesy,at the discretion of his executor^ (the dean of St. 
Patrick^s and others) 5002.. of which was appropriated to the deaa^s 
hofipital, beside the profit of a lease for ninety years of land at Kil- * 
mainham near the said hospital, held under the minor canons of St. 
Patrick^ of which, corporation Ue bad been a member from the ywt- 
«588. N. 

t His housekeeper. H. 
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l» add, ^' for Lord Bolioglnoke :^ but there it Dotbing 
iq that ; for I wrote to the Earl of B€rkeley, to give 
hffii notke. Bui Mr. Cravao, who ms^rried the daughter 
of Mrs. Kensa, who keqia the km at Chester, hath jnst 
sent me a lettec, infomiog floe that the oaqaebaagfa came 
to Park Gate, wHbin aeyen miles of Chester ; and tbalf 
Mr. Whittle, the owner of the 8hi|>, was to deliver it 
himself; but he seot k i^ a mao of a noted bad charac- 
ter^ who, as Mrs. Kenna supposes, kept it some thne, and 
opened it bef(»re'he deK^ered it; for, immediately upon' 
the delivery of it, Mrs. Kenna sent to Park Gate, ta 
have the usquebaugh brought up to Chester ; but was 
MAd that the ieUow had bmighc it away ; that tie said, 
be sent it as directed : but tiiat do doubt he must have 
some view of paying himself for the trouble, whidi' 
madelillfa sobasyvbocwtietlicrit was by changing the 
usquebaugh, or over-rating the charges of it, Mr. Ga- 
van could not tell ; but adds, that if I should hear of 
any thing amiss, I should write to Mis. Kenna, his 
motlier, who will eode^vomr to make fte fellow do me 
justice. All this I have transcrii>ed from Mr. Gavan's 
letter: and I desire you will call upon her father, Mr. 
Luke Oavau, (who is a known man in Dublin,) and de- 
sire him when he writes to his son to give my service to 
him and Mn. Kenna, and let them know I will do as 
they direct I am very unfortunate in Uiis aflkir ; but 
have no remedy : however I will write to Lord BoRng- 
broke, thoii^h I fear I am cheated of it aU ; for I do not 
iad that the fellow demanded any thing frim Mrs. Ken- 
na, or come to her at aU Tour new fancies of making 
my riding gown and cassock (I mean Mrs. Brent's fan- 
cies) do not please me at all, because they differ sa 
much from my old one. Tou are a bad packer of bad 
grapes. Mrs. Diugley says, she cannot persuade Mnu 
Ibr^t tQ tal^e a vomit. Is she uQt (do not tell her) m oU 
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fppl ? She has made me takd many a one wHlmiU nier* 
cj. Pray give Mrs. WoiTall a thousmd thanks from 
me for her kiod preseot and workmarmbip of her biiot 
hands in making me two nightcaps. 

We have a design upon Sheridan. He sent us in 
^rint a ballad upon BaUyspellin, in which he has em* 
ployed all the rhymes he could find to that word ; but 
we hare found fifteen vafxty an4 employed them in abu- 
»ng his ballad and Ballyspellin too. I here send you a 
copy, and denre you will get it printed privately, and 
published.^ 

Your periwig-maker is a cursed rogue. The wig he 
gave you is an old one with a new caw), and so big that 
I cannot wear it, and the cuds all fallen $ I just tried ft 
on my head^ but I camtot wear it. 

I am ever yottw, J^. 



FROM MR. POPE. 

Sept. 14, 1725. 

I HEED not tell you, with what real delight I should 
have done any thing.yeu desired^ and in particular any 
good offices in my power toward the bearer of your let- 
ter, who is this day gone for Fjfance. Perhaps it is with 
poets as with prophets, they are so much better liked io 
another country than their ow49, that your gentleman, 
upon arrivinj^ in England, lost his curiosity concerning 
me. However, had he tried he had found me his friend ; 
I mean he had faupd me yours. I am disappointed ai 
not knowing better a man whom you esteem, and com* 
fort myself only with having got a letter from you, with 

* Both these poentt wiU be found ia yoL xu Pf^ 
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which (after all) I set down a ^ioer, tdnce, to mj great 
pleasure, it coafirms my hope of once more seeing you. 
After so maoy dispersions, and so many divisions, two 
ot three of us may yet be gathered together ; not 16 
plot, not to contrive silly schemes. of ambition, or to vex 
our own or others hearts with busy vanities (such as, 
perhaps, at one time of life or other, take their tour ia 
every man) but to divert ourselves, and the world too if 
it pleases ; or at worst, to laugh at others as innocently 
and as unhurtfuNy as at ourselves. Your travels* I hemr 
much of ; my own J promise you sliall never more be 
in i strange land, but a diligent, I hope useful investiga- 
tionf of my own territories.^ I mean no more transla- 
tiiras, but something domestic, (It for my own countiy^ 
and for my .own time. 

If you come to us, I will find you elderly ladies 
enough thtit can halloo, and two that can nurse, and thej 
are too old and feeble to make too much noise; as you 
will guess when I tell you they are my own mother, and 
my own nurse. I can also help you to a lady who is as 
deaf, though not so old, as yourself; you will be pleased 
with one another I will engage, though you do not hear 
one another : you will converse, like spirits, by intuition. 
What you will most wonder at is, she is considerable al 
court, yet no party woman; and lives in court, yet 
would be easy and make you easy. 
. One of those you mention (and I dare say always 
will r^embv) Br^ Arbuthnot, is at this time ill of a 
very dangerous distemper, an imposthume in the bowels^ 
whicii is broke, hut the event is Very uncertain. W^hat- 

* 

.•OuUiTcr. N. 
' f The Essaj OD Man. N. 
t This is the Srst notice he gives Swift of hii great work, and is lo^ 
obwore here^ that Swift certainlj cpuld not guess at the «u»iaect ; 
Trrittc«I725. Db, Wastow. 
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^ver that be (lie bidB> me tdU you, and I write this hf 
Mm) he lives or dies jowt faithful friend; and ooe rea- 
^^ he has la deiire a little longer life is, the wish to;Me 
you once more. 

He is. gay enough in this cireumstance to tell you be 
would give you (if he could) such advice as might cure 
your deafness, but be would not advise you, if you weif 
cured, to quit the pretence of it ; because jaa may, by 
that means, hear as much as you will, and answer as lit- 
tle as you please. Believe me 

. Yoms, See. 



TO MR. POPE. 

5^.29,1725. 

I AM naw retonnng^lo the noble scene of DnUio, io- 
ta the grande moBde, for fear of burying my parts, to 
ogBaliBe myitlf amoog curates and vicars, and ccfrretf 
all eomiptioos crept in, relating to the weight of hreet4 
and butter, through, those dominions where I govern.^ 
I have employed my time (beridc ditching) in finishing, 
correcting, amending, and transcribing my trayels,f in 
fair parte complete, newly augmented, aad intended for 
the press, when the world shall deserve them, or rather 
when a printer shall be found brave enough to venture 
Mb ears. I like the scheme of our meeting after dla^ 
troses and ditpenions, but the chief end I propose t© 
asynlf in all my laboura is, to vex the world rather Ibas 
divert it ; and if I could compass that dedgn, without 
hurting my own penoa or fortune, I would be (1^ most 
.indefatigable writer you have ever seen without leadiog* 

* The liberties of St Patrick*! GftthednU. JNe 

♦ Oullirer*t Travels. N. 
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t am exceediogty pleased that jou have dene with 
Usamlationfl ; Lord Treasurer Oxford ofieo lameoted 
thai a raacalty world ahould la^. you uodeir a neo^sinty 
of ousemployiiig your geoiiu for so long a time; Bat 
siDce :you will now be so much better employed, when 
you think of the world, give it one lash the more,, at my 
request* I have ever bated aU nations, professions, and 
coBWiaaftties ; and all my love is toward individuals : 
for instance, I hate the tribe of lawyers, but I love eotm- 
sdlor such a one, and judge such a one : It is so widi 
plqrsicians (I will not speak of my own trade) soldiers, 
J^lWi, Scoticb, Prench, and the rest. But principrily 
I. Jiate and detest that animal called^mae ;^ although I 
hoarlily love John> Peter, Thomas, and so forth. This 
is. the system upoo which I have governed myself many 
years (but do ooc tell) and I shall go on till I have done 
with them. I have got materials toward a treatise, 
proving the falsity of that definition animal ratiomde^ 
and to show it would be only ro^ioftt^ capax. Upon this 
gtfeat foundation ef misanthro^- (though not in Timon's 
manner) the whole building of my travels is erected ; 
and I never will have peace of mind titf all honest men 
ape of my option : by consequence yotr are to embrace 
it immediately, and procure that all who deserve my es- 
teem may do so too. Tlie matter is so clear that it will 
admit of no dispute ; nay, I will hold a hundred poimds 
thai you and I agree in the points 
. I did not know your Odyssey was finished, being yet 
in the counftry, which I shall leave in three days. I 
tliank you kimUy for the present, hut shall like it three- 
fourths the let% from the mixture you mention of other 

'* A Mntlmfnt tiiat 4ilfaoaoimd bim at ft man, a cbriftiaa, and a 
philosopher; as indeed did his conduct toward Miss Vanbonflgh, 
and his cruelty toward Mrs. Johnsoo, which Xannot be palliated. 
Dr. Wakto5. 
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ha9(k ; tewever, I am glad you saved yourself so imiGh 
drudjgery. 1 have been lopg tokJ by Mr. Fwd of joor 
great achieyemeots io buildiog wad pktotiog, and eepe- 
cially of your subterraoeao passage to your gardep, 
whereby you turned a blunder into a beauty, which is m 
pie^ oiArs Pcetuxt, 

I have almost done mib harridans, and shall soon be- 
come old enough to fall in love "with girls «f fourieeo. 
The lady whom you describe to live at court, to be dea^ 
and no party woman, I take tp be^mythology, but know 
not how to moralize it. She cat^oot be Mercy, for Mer« 
cy^ is neither deaf, nor lives at court : Justice is blind, 
and perhaps dea( but neither is she a court lady : For- 
tune is both blind and deaf, and a court lady, but dien 
she h a most damnable party woroan^ aikl will never 
n)^e me easy, as you promise. It must be Riches^ 
which answers all your description : I am glad she vints 
you, but my v<Hce is i^ weak that I doubt she wiU^neyer 
bear me. > « 

Mr. Lewis sent me an account of Dr. Artohnot's iD- 
Bess, which is a very sensible affliction to me, who, 1^ 
living so long out of the world, hi^ve lost that bardkieflB 
of heart contracted l^ years and general oanvetetkNi» 
I am daily lodng friends, and nether seeking nor getting 
others. 0,4f the world had but a dozen Arbuthnot's in 
it, I would bum my travels? but, however, he is net 
without fault: there is a passage in Bede highty com- 
mending the piety and learning of the Irish in that age, 
where, after abundance of pndses, be oveHhrowB th^B 
all, by lamenting that, alas ! .they kept Easier at a wrong 
time of the year. So oinr doctor has eveyy quali^ 
and virtue that cain make a man amiid>le or useful ; 
but alas, he hath a sort of slouch in his walk ! I pray 
God. protect him, for he is an excellent christian, thouf^ 
not a catholic. 
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I hear nothing of our friend Gay, but I find' tlie court 
keeps him at ha|rd tneat. I advised him to come^over 
here with a lord lieutenant Philips writes little flams 
(as Lord Leicester called those sorts of verses) on Miss 
Carteret A Dublin blacksmith, a great poet, has imi- 
tated his manner in a poem to the same miss. Philips 
is a complainer, and on this occasioii^ I told Lord Carte* 
ret that oomplainers never succeed s(t court, though rai- 
lersdo. 

Are you altogether a country gentleman, that I must 
address to you out of London, to the hazard of your los* 
ing this precious letter, which I will now conclude, 
although so much paper is left. I have atf ill name, 
and therefore shall not subscribe it, but you will guess 
it comes from one who esteems and loves you about 
half as much as you deserve, i mean as much as he 
can. 

I am in great concern, at what I am just told is in 
some of the newspapers, that Lord Bolingbroke is much 
hurt by a fall in hunting. I am glad he has so much 
youth and vigour left, (of whichi he has not been thrifty) 
but I wonder he has no more discretion. 



FROM MR. POPE. 

Oct 15, 1725. 
I ±M wonderftiUy pleased with the suddenness of your 
kind answer. li makes me hope yon are coming to- 
ward us, and you iodine more and more to your old 
friends in proportion as you draw nearer to them ; and 
are getting into our vortex. Here is one,* wlm was 
once a powerfiil planet, but has now (after long ezperi- 

.^ Lord BpUogbroke N. 
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eoce of aH di«t comet ofddiiiiig) teatned to be cooteal 
wUb returnii^ to his fint point, without iiie tlHwiglil of 
BmbitioB of shieiog at all. Here is another,^ vr ho iMtjila 
ptie of the greatest glories of his fatlier was to have-dis* 
tanguished and loved jHUi and who loves you heredita* 
laHif. £[ere is Arhutknot, recovered from 4he jaws of 
deaths and more pleased with the hirge of seeing yoa 
agaia than that of reviewing a wdrid, ^VeryjpM of which 
he has long despised, but what is made up of a few meii 
like ^[ourtfelf. He goes abroad again, and is more cheer- 
ful than eveuhealth can maicea mau, for hehassgood' 
coDsdenee 1040 tlie bai'gain, which is the most calfaoiie tA 
all remedies, though not the moitiioiversa). I knew it 
would be a pleasure to ^'ou to hear this, and in truth that 
made'me write so soon to you. 

I am sorry poor P. is not promoted in tl^ age; ^ 
certainly if his reward be of the next, he is of all poets 
4lie modt misersMe. I am tdso sorry for another reason : 
if they do' not piromote hkn^ they will spoil the coDchi- 
sion of one of my satires, i«iiere, having endeavoured to 
correct the taste of the town* in wit and criticism, I end 
thus : . 

But what avails to lay dow« rules for sense ? 
In George's reign these fruitless lines were writ, 
When Ambrose Philips was preferred for witt 

Our friend Gay is used as the friends of tones are by 
whigs, and generally by toHes too. Because he had 
humour he was supposed, to have dealt with Dr. Swift, 
in like maimer as when aay one had learpiog formerly, 
he was thought to have dealt with the devil; He puts 
bis whok' trust at court in that lady* whom I described 
to you, and whom you take to be an allegorical creature 

• Mrs. How afJ. N. 
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kjT fancy : I msh sh€ realty .were riches for his sake ; 
though tis for yours, I question whether (if you knew 
her) you would change her for the other. 

Lord Bolingbroke had not the least harm by his fal!^ 
I wish he had received no more by bis other fall ; Lord 
Oxford had none by his. But Lord Bolingbroke is the 
most improved mind, since you saw him, that ever was 
improved without shifling into a new body, or being : 
paulo minus ab angeUs, I have often imagined* to. my- 
aelf, that if ever all of us meet again, after so many va- 
lieties and changes, after so much of the old world and 
of the old man in each of us has been altered, that scarce 
a single thought of the one, any more than a single atom 
of the other, remains just the same ; I have fancied, I 
say, that we should meet like the righteous in the mille- 
cium, quite in peace, divested of all our former passions, 
smiling at our past follies, and content to enjoy the king- 
dom of the just in tranquillity. But I find you would 
rather be employed as an avenging^ angel of wrath, to 
break your vial of indignation over the Jieads of the 
wretched creatures of this world ; nay, would make 
them eat your book, which you have made (I doubt not) 
as bitter a pill for them as possible. 

I would not tell you what designs* I have in my 
head (beside writing a set of maxims in opposition to all 
Rochefbucault'sf principles) till I see you here, face to 
face. Then you shall have no reason to complain of 
me, for want of a generous disdain of this world, though 

* This ivas^Dly said as an oblique reproof of the horrid misanthro^ 
P7 in the former letter ; and which he supposed might be chiefly oc- 
casioned by the dean's fonduess for Rochefoiicault, whose Maxims 
are founded on the principle of an universal selfishness in human na- 
ture. Dr. Warto;*. 

f ** Who is the great philosopher," says Addison, " for administer" 
iog of wise potions to the idle, the curious, and the worthless part of 
mankind.'* Dr. Wajiton. 

vol,. XVII. % 
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I have not lost nxy ears in yours and their service* Loid 
Oxford too (whom I have now the third time mentioned 
in this letter, and he deserves to be always mentioned in 
every thing that is addressed to you, or comes from 
you) expects you : that ought to be enougli to bring joa 
hither ; it is a better rea on than if the nation expected 
you. For I really enter as fully as you can desire into 
your principle of love of individuals : and I think the 
way to have a public spirit is first to have a private 
one ; for who can believe (such a friend of mine) that 
any man can care for a hundred thousand people wlio 
never cared for one ? No ill-lmrac»u-ed man can ever be 
a patriot, any more tlian a friend. 

I designed to have left the following page for Dr. 
Arbuthnot to fill, but lie is so touched with the period 
in ypurs to me concerning, iiim, that he intends to answer 
it by a whole letter. He too i& busy about a book, 
which I guess he will -tell you of. So adieu. What 
remains worth telling you ? Dean Berkeley is well, and 
happy in the prosecution of his scheme. Lord Oxford 
and Lord Bolingbroke iu health ; Duke Disney so also ; 
Sir William Wyndham better, Lord Bathurst well...,. 
These, and some others, preserve their ancient honour, 
and ancient friendship. Those who do neither, if they 

were d d, what is it to a protestant priest, who has 

nothing to do with the dead ? I answer for my own part 
as a papist, I would not pray them out of purgatory. 

My name is as bad a one as yours, and hated by all 
bad people, from Ho[^ins and Sternhold, to Gildon and 
Cibber. The first prayed against me with the Turk ; 
and a modern imitator of theirs (whom I leave you to 
find out) has added the christian to them, with proper 
definitions of each in this manner : 
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The Pope's the whore of Babylon, 

The Turk he is a Jew : 
The christiao is ao infidel 

That jsitteth in a pew. 



TO MR. T0?£ 

Nov. 26, 1725, 

I SHOULD sooner have acknowledged yoiu*s, if a fe- 
verish disorder and the relics of it had not disabled me 
for a fortnight. I now begin to make excuses, because 
I hope I am pretty near seeing you, and therefore I 
would cultivate an acquaintance ; because, if you do not 
know me when we meet, you need only keep one of my 
letters, and compare it with my face, for my face and 
letters are counterparts of my heart. I fear I have not 
expressed tliat right, but I mean well, and I hate blots : 
I look in your letter, and in my conscience you say the 
same thing but in a better manner. Pray tell my Lord 
Bolingbroke that I wish he was banished again, for then 
I should hear from him, when he was full of philosophy, 
and talked de coniempln tnwidi. My Lord Oxford was 
80 extremely kind as to write to me immediately an ac- 
count of his sou's birth ; which I immediately acknow- 
ledged, but before my letter could reach him, I wished it 
ID the sea ; 1 hope I was more afflicted than his lord- 
sh]'\ It is hard that parsons and beggars should be 
overruo with brats, while so great and good a family 
wants an heir to continue it. I have received his fa- 
tiler's picture, but I lament (sub sigiUo confessionisj 
that it 18 not so true a resemblance as I con Id wish. 
Drown the world ! I am not content with despising it, 
but I would anger it, if I could do it with safety. I wish 
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there were an hoepitel built for its despiisers, where one 
might act with safety, and it need Dot be a lai^e build- 
ing, only I would have it well endowed. P * * is fart 
chancelant whether he shall turn parson or not. But 
all employments here are engaged, or in reversion. Cast 
wits and cast beaux have a proper sanctuary in the 
church : yet we think it a severe judgment, that a fine 
gentleman, and so much a finer for hating ecclesiastics, 
should be a domestic humble retainer to an Irish pre- 
late. He is neither secretary nor gentleman usher, yet 
serves in both capacities. He has published several 
reasons why he never came to see me, but the best is^ 
that I have not waited on his lordship. We have had 
a poem sent from London in imitation of that oa 
Miss Carteret ; it is on Miss Harvey of a day old ; 
and we say and think it is yours. I wish it were 
not, because I am against monopolies. You might 
have spared me a few more lines of your satire, 
but I hope in a few months to see it all. To hear 
boys like you talk of milleniums and tranquillity ! I am 
older by thirty years, Lord Bolingbroke by twent)', and 
you but by ten, than when we last were together ; and 
we should differ more than ever, you coquetting a maid 
of honour, my lord looking on to see how the gamesters 
play, and I railing at you both. I desire you and all 
my friends will take a special care that my disafiectiOD 
to the world may not be imputed to my age, for I have 
credible witnesses ready to depose, that it hath never 
varied from the twenty-first to the f— -ty-eighth year of 
my life (pray fill that blank charitably.) I tell you af- 
ter all, that I do not hate mankind, it is vaus autres who 
hate thdm,* because you would have them reasonable 
animals, and are angry at being disappointed : I have 
ahrays refected that definition, and made another of my 
own. i am DO more angry with ■ than I was with 
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ifae^kite IbHt last veiek flew away. with,oae of my chick- 
eii9; Hod f/e%' I w9b pleascid whent one of ny servants 
shot him two days after. This I say, because y4u are 
so hardy as to tell me of your iotentions to write max; 
ima in opposition to Rochefoucault, who is niy favourite, 
because I found my whole character in liim :* however, 
I wtii reiad hfm again, because it is possible I may have 
since undergone some alterations. Take care the bad 
poejta do not outwit you, is they have served tlie goo<l 
ones iti every age, \yhom they have provoked to trans- 
iqU th^u: name* to postenty. Ma^viiie is as well known 
as Virgil, and Gildoii will be as well known: as you, if 
hb name gets into your verses : and bs to the diflfereoce 
betweea good and bad famft,f it is a perfect trifle. I 
atak a thousand pardons, and so leave you for this timo^ 
and I will is^rite again without concerning myself whe- 
ther you write or not. 

I am> &c 



FROM MR. POPE AND LORD 
BOLmOBROKE, 

Dec. 10, 1725. 

I FIND myself the better acqu.aio|ed with yx)u for a 
Icing, absence, as men are with theiti^lves for a lon^ af- 
fliction ; Absence does but hold ofT a friend, to. make 
oi^e see him more truly. I am infinitely more pleased 
to hear you are comibg near us, than at any thing you 

* TWt m^tbin^s, is nogreat compliment to his own heart. 

i " lidesire fame," saya a certain philosopher; " let this occur if ( 
act well, I shall have the esteem of all my acquaintance ; and whafe 
is all the'rcst to m© I^»* Dr, WarToh, 
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seem to think in mj favour ; an opinion which has per- 
haps been aggrandised bj the distance or dulness of 
Ireland, as objects look larger through a medium of 
fogs : and yet I am iafinitelj pleased with that too. I 
am much the happier for finding (a better thing than 
our wits) our judgments jump, in the notion that all 
scribblers should be past by in silence. To vindicate 
one's self against such nasty slander, is much as wise as 
it was in your countr}"man, when the people imputed a 
stink to him, to prove the contraiy by showing his back- ' 
side. So let Gildon and Philips rest in peace ! What ' 
Virgil had to do with Maevius,* that be should wear - 
him upon his sleeve to all eternity, I do not know. I • 
have been the longer upon tiiis, that I may prepare you ' 
for the reception both you and your works may possibly ■ 
meet in England, We your true acquaintance will look * 
upon you as a good man, and love you ; others will * 
look upon you as a wit, and hate you. So you know 
the worst ; unless you are as vindicative as Virgil, or 
the aforesaid Hibernian. 

I wish as warmly as you for an hospital in which to 
lodge the dcspisers of the world ; only I fear it would 
be filled wholly like Chelsea, witli maimed soldiers, and 
such as had been disabled in its service. I would ra- 
ther have those that out of such generous principles as 
you and I, despise It, fly in its face, than retire from it. 
Not that I have much anger against the great, my spleen 
is at the little rogues of it ; it would vex one more to 
be knocked on the head with a pi8spot,f than by a thun* 

* Or Pope with Tibbald, ConcaoeD, Smedley, &c. 

* Db. Wahton. 

f Here is one of those vulgar and disgusting images, On which our 
author too much delighted to dwell. Dr. Delany, from his partialis 
to Swift, is of opinion that the Dean caught his love of gross and fil- 
thy objects from Pope. The contrary seems to be the fact. One 
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^ier bolt. As to great oppressors, they are like kiteB 
or eagles, one expects mischkf from them ; but to be 
squirted to death (as poor Wycherlj fiaid to me on his 
deathbed) by apothecaries' apprentices, by the under- 
strappers of under secretaries to secretaries who were no 
secretaries — this would provoke as dull a dog as Ph — s 
himself. * 

So much for enemies, now for friends. Mr. L 

thinks all this indiscreet : the Doctor not so; he loves 
mischief the best of any good natured man in England. 
Liord B. is above trifling : when he writes of any thing 
in this world, he is more than mortal; if ever he trifles, 
it must be when he turns a divine. Oay is writing tales 
for Prince William ; I suppose Mr. Philips will take 
this very ill, for two reasons : one, that he thinks all 
childish things belong to him ; and the other, becaiise lie 
will take it ill to be taught that one may write things 
to a child without being childish. What have I more 
to add ? but that Lord Oxford desires earnestly to see 
you : and that many others whom you do not think tlte 
worst of, will be gratified by it ; none more, be assured, 
than 

Yours, &c. 

P. S. Pope and you are very great wits, and I think 
Tcry indiflerent philosophers; if you despised the world 
as much as you pretend, and perhaps believe, you would 
not be so angry with it. The founder of your sect,* 

vronld think this love contagious; see two passages la the " View of 
Lord Boliiigbroke*8 Philosophy,'* Letter II. Dx. Warton. 

* Very dififerent is the opiDion that Lord Shaftsbury has given o^ 
Seneca, the person here alluded to: ** 'Tis not,^* says he finely, 
'* the person, character, or genius, bnt the stile and manner of this 
great man, which we presume to censure. We acknowledge his noble 
sentiments and worthy actions : we own the patriot and good minis- 
l^r ; bat we regect the writer. Where an universal monarchy wai 
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tbat noble ori^nal whooi you tbiuk it so great an h^ 
nour to r^emble, was a ^ave to the ivorst part of die 
world, t(^ the couct ; and all his big words were tho lan^ 
guage of a slighted lover, who desired nothing so much 
as a reeoneiliation, and feared nothing so much as a rup- 
ture. I belie\!e.tho woHd has used me as scorrily aa 
most people, and yet I could never find in my heart to 
be thoroughly angry with the simple, falsi^ capricious 
thiAg. I should blush alike, to be discovered fond of 
the woi'ld, or (Hqued at it. Your definition of animal 
r^tionisy iustea<i of the common one animal raJAonaU^ 
will not bear examinatioti ; define but reason, and you 
will see why your distinction is uo better than that of 
^ the pontiff Cotta, between fnala ratio and bona ratie. 
But enough of this : make us a visits and I wiU sub* 
scribe to any side of these in^rtant questions which 
you please. We differ less than you imagine, perhaps^, 
when you wished me banished again : but I am not less 
trlie to you and to philosophy in England^ than I waa ia- 
France* 

Youns, to. 

BOLINGBROKE. 



actually cst^iblished, aud the interest of a whole world coacemed; 
he surely must have been esteemed a guardian angel, who, asa prirne 
minister, oould; for seTeFai3^ear9„ turn the very wMviof courts, aod 
iforst-oondilioDed of all princes, to tiiefatbffriy eare and just '9>v«m» 
noientof mankind. Such a minister was Seneca, under an AgriRpina 
and a Nero.*' Characteristics, vol. iii. p. 23. Dr. Warto.v. 
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• TO MR. POPE. 

London^ Aug, 4, 1 726. 

I HAD rather live in foity Irelands thao ubider the fr&% 
^ueot dwquiets ot heariug jou are out of order. \ al- 
ways appreijfod it most after a great dinner : for the 
least trapsgressioo of yours^ if it be only two bits aod 
^e Slip more than your s iDt» is a great debauch ; for 
which you certainly pay more than those sotp who a^Q 
carried dead drunk to bed. My I^ord Peterborow 
spoiled every body's dinoer» b^t especiaJly mio^ with 
telling us that you wese detained by sickness. Pray 
let me have three lines under any hs^nd or pothook thai 
will give roe a better account of your health; '\rhich 
<Qncerns me more than otl^rs, because I love and es^ 
teem you for reasons that most others have little io dq 
with, aod would be the ame althpugb you had nevei^ 
t^ucht d a pen, farther than with writing tgt me. 

I am gathering up my luggage^ and preparing foi* ii^y 
journey ; I will endeavotur to thic^ of you as little as I 
Q8in, and whep I write to you, I wj|l strive not to thinly 
erf* you : this I ipte^d in reti^rnto your k'^ndAe^.-; and 
farther, I know nobody has desdt with me sq cruelly as 
you, the consequences of wliich usage I fear wil| la^t a^ 
lopg as my life, for so long shall { be (ii^ s^ite Qf n^y 
Imart) 

l4*tip-ely yoijurs* 



Jt!} 
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FROM MR. POPE. 

Aug. 22, 1 726. 

Many a short sigh you cost me the day I left you, and 
many more you will cost me, till the day you return. 
I really walked about like a man banished, and when I 
came home, found it no home. It is a sensation like that 
of a limb lopped off, one is trying every minute unawares 
to use it, and finds it is not I may say you have used 
me more cruelJy than you have done any other man : 
you have made it more impossible fot me to live at ease 
without you : habitude itself would have done that, if I 
liad less friendship in my nature than I have. Beside 
my natural memory of you, you have made a local one, 
which presents you to me in every place I frequent : I 
shall never more think of Lord Cobham's, (he woods of 
Ciceter, or the pleasing prospect of Byberry, but your 
idea must be joined with them ; nor see one seat in my 
own garden, or one room in my own house, without a 
phantom of you, sitting or walking before me. I travel- 
led with you to Chester, I felt the extreme heat of the 
weather, the inns, the roads, the confinement and close- 
ness of the uneasy coach, and wished a hundred tim^ I 
had either a deanery or hoi-se in my gift. In real truth, 
I have felt my soul peevish ever since with all about me, 
firom a warm uneasy desire after you. I am gone out of 
myself to no purpose, and cannot catch you. Inhiat in 
pedes was not more properly applied to a poor dog after 
a hare, than to me wiih regard to your departure. I 
wish I could think no more of it, but lie down and sleep 
till we meet again, and let that day (how far soever off 
it be) be the morrow. Since I cannot, may it be my 
amends that every thing you wish may attend you 
where you are, and that you may find every friend you 
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have there, iu the state jou wish him or her ; so that 
y^iir visits to us ma j have uo other effect than the pro- 
gress of a rich man to a remote estate, wiiich he finds 
greater than he expected ; which knowledge onlj serves 
to make him live bap|4er where he' is, with no disagree- 
able prospect if ever he should choose to remove. May 
this be your state till it t)ecome what I wish. But in- 
deed I cannot express the warmth with which I wish 
you all things, and myself you. Indeed you are en- 
graved el^where than on the cups you sent me, (with so 
kind an inscription) and I might ihivw them into the 
Thames without injuiy to the giver. I am not pleased 
with them, but take them very kindly too: and had I 
suspected any such usage from you, I should have enjoy- 
ed your company less than I really dld^ for at thb rate 
I may say 

N€C tecum posswn vivere, nee sine tc 

I will bring you over just such another present, when I 
go to the deanery of St. Patrick's ; which I promise you 
to do, if ever I am enabled to return your kindness. 
Datuirwu pateras, Sic. Till then I'll drink (or Gay 
shall drink) daily healths to you, and I will add to your 
iciscriptiou the old Roman vow for years to come^ VO- 
TIS X. VOTIS XX. My molhcr's age gives me au- 
thority to hope it for yours. Adieu. 



FROM THE SAME. 

Sept. 3, 1 726. 
Yours to Mr. Gay gave me greater satisfaction than 
that to me (though that gave me a great deal) for, to 

K 3 



220 LETTERS TO AND FROM 

hear you were safe at your journey's eod^ exceeds the 
account of your fatigues while io the way to it; otber- 
wise believe me, every tittle of each is importaot to me, 
whidi sets any one thing before my eyes that happens to 
you. I writ you a long letter, which I guess reached 
you the day after your arrival. Since then I had a coa- 
feience with Sir Robert WaIpo]e> who expressed his de- 
sire of having seen you a^ain before you left us ; he said 
he observed a wiiliDgness in you to Hve among, us; 
which I did not deny : but at the same time told him, 
you had no such design in your coming this lime, which 
Was merely to see a few of those you loved ; but that in- 
deed all those wished it, and particularly Lord Peterbo- 
row and myself, who wished you loved Ireland Less, had 
you any reason to love England more. I said nothing 
but what I think would induce any man to be as fond of 
you as I — plain truth, did they know eitlier it or you. I 
cannot help thinking, (when I consider the whole short 
list of our friends,) that none of them except you and I 
ai e qualified for the mountains of Wales. The Eh*, goes 
to cards. Gay to court; one loses money, one loses his 
time ; another of our fiiends labours to be unambitious, 
but he labours in an unwilling soil* One lady you like 
has too much of France"* to be fit for Wales : Anotherf 
is too omch a subject to princes and potentates, to relish 
that wild taste of liberty and poverty. Mr. Congreve 
is too sick to bear a tl^n air ; and she| that leads him, too 
rich to eiyoy any thing. Lord Peterborow can go to 
any climate, but never stay in any. Lord Bathurst is 
too great a husbandman to like barren hills, except they 
are his own to improve* Mr. Beihel indeed is too good 
and too honest to live in the world, but yet it is fit, for 

* Iiady Boliogbroke wai a French lady. ff. 

f Mrs. Howard. N. 

). The Ducbess of Marlborough. N. 
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its example, he should We are left to ourselves in my 
Dpioioi), and may live where we please, in Wales, Dub- 
lin, or Bermudas : and for me, I assure you I love the 
world so well, and it loves me so well, that I care. not iu 
what part of it I pass tlie rest of my days. I see no suo- 
shine but in the face of a friend. 

I had a glimpse of a letter of yours lately, by which I 
find you are (like the vulgar) apter to think well of peo- 
ple out of power, than of people in power ; perhaps it is 
a mistake; but however there is something in it generous. 
Mr. Fulteney takes it extreme kindly, I can perceive^ 
and lie has. a great mind to thank you for that good opi- 
nion, for which I believe he has only to thank his ill 
fortune : for if I am not in an error, he would rather be 
in power than out. 

To show you bow fit I am to live in the mountains, I 
will with gieat truth apply to myself an old sentence : 
'' Those that are in, may abide in ; and those that are 
out, may abide out: yet to me, those that are in, shall 
be as those that are out ; and those that are out, shall 
be as those that are in.'' 

I am indifferent as to all those matters, but I miss you 
as much as I did the first day, when (with a short sigh) 
I parted. Wherever you are, or on the mountains of 
Wales, or on the coast of Dublin, 

/ Tu tnihi, magni superas dum saxa Thnavi, 
Sive cram lUyrici legis mquoris.* 

I am, and ever shall be. 

Yours, v^c.^ 

* Whether Timavtis or the tllyrian coast. 
Whatever land ox sea thy presence boast. 
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FROM THE SAME. 

Nov. 16, 1726. 

I HATE resolved to take time ; aod io spite of all mis- 
fortunes and demurs, which sickness, lameness, or disa- 
bility of any kind can throw in my way, to write yoir 
(at intervals) a long letter. My two least fingers of one 
hand hang impediments to the other,^ like useless de- 
pendants, who only take up room, and never are active 
or assistant to our wants: I shall never be much the 
better for them. I congratulate you first upon what you 
<^all your cousin's wonderful book, which is puhlica trita 
manu at present^ and I prophecy will be hereafter the 
admiration of all men. That countenance with which 
it is received by some statesmen is delightful ; I wish I 
could tell you how every single man looks upon it, to ob- 
serve which has been my whole diversion this fortniglit. 
I have never been a-night in London since you left me, 
till now for this very end, and indeed it has fully an- 
swered my expectationjs. 

I find no considerable man very angry at the book ; 
some indeed think it rather too bold, and too general 
a satire ; but none that I hear of accuse it of particular 
reflections (I mean no persons of consequence, or good 
judgment; the mob of critics, you know, always are de- 
sirous to apply satire to those they envy for being above 
them) so that you needed not to have been so secret up- 

* This was occasioned by a bad accident as be was returniog home 
in a friend's chariot, which, in passing through a river, the bridge 
l^eing broke down, was overturned. The glasses being up, aod Mr. 
Pope unable to break them, he was in immediate danger of drown- 
ing, when the footman who had just recovered himself, beat the glass 
which lay uppermost to pieces, a fragment of which cut 6ne of Mr. 
Pope's hands very dangerousl/. Dr. Wabto.x. 
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on tliis head. Motle* received the copy (he tells me) he 
knew not from w hence, nor from whom, dropped at his 
house in the dark, from a hackney coach ; by computing 
the time, I found it was after you left England, so for 
tuy part, I suspend my judgment. 

I am pleased with the nature and quality of your pre- 
sent to the princess. . The Irish stufff you sent to Mrs. 
Howard, her royal highness laid hold of, and has made 
up for her own use. Are you determined to be national 
in every thing, even in your civilities? you are the 
greatest politician in Europe a^ this rate ; but as you are 
a rational politician, there is no great fear of you — ^you 
will never succeed. 

Another thing in whicli you have pleased me was 
what you say of Mr. Pulteney, by which it seems to me 
that you value no mau's civility above your own digni- 
ty, or your own reason. Surely, without flattery, you 
are now above all parties of men^ and it is high time to 
be so, after twenty or thirty years observation of the 
great world. 

NuUrus addiciusjiirare in verba magistri^X 

I question not, many men would be of your intimacy, 
that you might be of their interest : but God forbid act 
honest or witty man should be of any, but that of his 
country. They have scoundrels enough to write for 
their passions and their designs : let us write for truth,- 
for honour, and for posterity. If you must needs write 

* An eminent bookseller, publisher of tbe Travels. N. 
f The Dean at this time courted the princess, and was in hopes of gel- 
ting his Irish deanery changed for some preferment in England. But 
the ministry were afraid to bring him on this side the water. Sir Ro- 
bert VTalpol^ dreaded his abilities. N. 

t " To follow any party leader^s call." S. 



i 
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about politics at all, (but perhaps it is full as wise to play 
the fool any other way) surely it ought to be so as to pre- 
serve the dignity and integfrity of your character with 
those times to come, which will most impartially judge 
of you. 

I wish you had writ to. Lord Peterborow ; no man ift 
more atfectionate toward you. Do oot fancy oooe bul 
tories are your friends;, for at that rate I osust be, al 
most, but half your friend, and sincerely I am wholly so. 
Adieu, write often, and come soon, for many wish yon 
well, and all would be glad of your company .^ 



TO MR. POPE. 

Dnhlin, Nov. 1 7, 1 726. 
I AM just come from, answering a letter of Mi's. How* 
wrd's, writ in such mystical terms, that I should never 
have found out the meaning, if a book had not been sent 
me called Gulliver's Travels, of which you say so much 
in ydurs, I read the book over, and in the second 
volume observed several passages which appear to be 
patched and ^Itered,^ and the style of a different sort, 
unless I am mistaken. Dr. Arbuthnot likes the projec- 
torst least, others you tell me, the flying island ; some 
think it wrong to be so hard upon whole bodies or cor- 
porations, yet the general opinion is, that reflections on 
particular persons are most to be blamed : so that in 
these cases, I tliink the best method is to let censure and 



• This was the fact, which is complained of in the Dublin edition 
of the Dean's works, and is rectified in all the subsequent editions. N. 

f Because he understood it to be intended ai a satire on the B07&X 
Sottiety. WAaBUBTON. . 
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opinion take their course. A bishop here said, that 
book vras full of iinprobablQ Ues, aad for his part, he 
hardly believed a word of it ; and so much for Gul- 
liver. 

Going to England is a very gpod thin^,. if il inrere 
not attended with an ugly cii^euotstance of returning to ^ 
Ireland. It is a shame you do not persuade your mi- 
Qisters to keep me on that side, if it were but by a court 
expedient of keeping me ia prison for a plotter; but at 
the same time, I must .tell yon, that such journeys very 
much shorten my life, for a month here is longer than six 
at Twickenham. 

How comes friend Gay to jbe so tedious ? another maa 
can publish fifty thouslind lies sooner than he can pub- 
lish mj fables. 

I am just going to perform a very good office, it is to 
SMBsist with the archbishop- in degrading a parson who 
couples all oiir beggaiv, by which I shall make one hap* 
py man : and decide the great question of an. indelible 
character in favour of Ae principles in fashion ; tkis I 
hope you. will represent lo the ministry in n^ favour a9 
» point of merit : so farewell till I return. 
. I am come back, and have deprived the parson, irho 
hi^a law here is to be hanged the next couple he mar*^ 
ries : he declared to us that he resolved to be Itanged,. 
only desired tliat when he was to- go to the galfows, the: 
SHTchbishop would take off his exconmutnicationw la; 
not be a good catholic ?. and j^ he is but a Scotchman. ^ 
This is the only Irish event I ever troubled you witlj> 
and= I think it deserves D<4ice. Ziiet me add; that if I 
were Gulliver^s fri«or1, I wouidf desire all my acquaint- 
ance to give out that hb copy was basely mangled and 
abused, and added to, and blotted out by the printer ;, 
for so to me it seems» in tbe.^^ond volume particularly. 

AcUeu. 
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TO THE SAME. 

Dec. 5, 1 726. 

I BELIEVE the hurt in your baud affects me more 
than it does yourself, and wilh reason, because I may 
probably be a greater loser by it "What have aocideots 
to do with those who are neither jockeys, oor foxhuuters, 
nor bullies, nor drunkards ? And yet a rascally groom 
shall gallop a foundered horse ten miles upon a cause- 
way, and get home safe. 

I am very much pleased that you approve what was 
sent, because I remember to have heard a great man 
say, that nothing required more judgment than making 
a present ; which when it is done to those of high rank, 
ought to be something that is not readily got for money. 
You oblige me, and at the same time do me justice in 
what you observe as to Mr. Pulteney. Besides, it is 
too late ill life for me to act otherwise, and therefore I 
follow a yery easy road to virtue, and purchase it cheap. 
If you will give me leave to join us, is not your life and 
mine a state of power, and dependence a state of slave- 
very ? We care not three pence whether a prince or 
minister will see us or not ; we are not afraid of havj|g 
in offices done us, nor are at the trouble of guarding 
our words for fear of giving offence. I do agree that 
riches are liberty, but then we are to put into the ba- 
lance how long our apprenticeship is to last in acquiring 
them. 

Since you have received the verses,* I most earnest- 
ly entreat you to burn those which you do not approve ; 

* A just character of Sirxfrs poetry, as well as his prose, is, that it 
'* consists of proper words in proper places.** Jphnson said once t<K 
me, speaking of the simplicity of Swift*8 style, ** the rofue uew9T ha- 
siris a figure. *' Da. Wabton . 
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and in those few where you may do! dislike some parts, 
blot out the rest, and sometimes (though it be against 
the laziness of journature) be so kind as to make a few 
corrections, if the matter will bear them. I have some 
few of those things I call thoughts moral and diverting.; 
if jou please I will send the best I can pick from them, 
to add to the new volume. I have reason to choose the 
method you mention of mixing the several verses, and I 
hope thereby among the bad critics to be entitled to 
more merit than is my due. 

This moipaent I am so happy as to have a letter from 
my Lord Peterborow, for which I entreat you will pre^ 
sent him with my bumbie respects and thanks, though 
he all-to-be'-Gullivers me by very strong insinuations. 
Though you despise riddles, I am strongly tempted to 
send a parcel to be printed by themselves, and make a. 
ninepewiy job for the bookseller. There are some of 
my own, wherein I exceed mankind, mira paefnata-! 
the most solemn that were ever seen ; ajid some writ by 
others, admirable indeed, but far inferior to mine, but I 
will not praise myself. You approve that writer who 
laughs and makes others laugh; but why should J, 
who hate the world, or you who do not love it, make it 
so happy ? therefore I resolve from henceforth to han- 
dle only serious subjects, nisi quid tu, docte Trebadj 
dissentis. 

Yours, &e« 
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sw, iMkirAef-fliTt'^^to. 1Q,1728• 

. I AM extreroeiy obliged to you* for your kiod inlen- 
tibn m the purchase you nientien ; but it wiH not an* 
swer nay deslgDj because these lands are let ia leases 
renewable forever,t and consequently can never have 
the rent raised ; which is mortal to all estates left for- 
ever to a •public use, and is contrary to a fundamental 
maxim of mine ; and most corporations feel the smart 
ofit^ 

. li have beeu here several months, to arouse me in my 
didcnrders of giddiness and'deafn^ of which I have fre- 
quent^ i^turns^ and I shall hardly retiira to Dublin till 
ChHatmas. 

I anv truly grieved at your great loss.} Such mis- 
fortunes s^eto to break the- whdle scheme of man's life ;5 
and although time may lessen sorrow, yet it cannot hia« 
dW'^^'mdfi from feeKng the want* of so near a companion, 

* Thereat of Sir Arthut ^.tshesoit, where the dean passed tw* 
si)Qimers. He had a farm near it, ivhich was let to hifn by Sir Ar- 
thur, and after\«ard9 cabled Drapier's hill, appareotl}^ from the po- 
efii, while Swift tenanted it. F. 

<*[) Ak^dordingliri, in- Us will^ f^ which he deWsed his 'fortune to the 
building and endowing of an hospital for lunatics, he restraiaed hi«i 
executors from purchasing any lands that *' were encumbered with 
leases Aar lives renewable." P. 

X The death of Mrs. Wallis. P. 

\ Mr. Pope teis so poetically expressea this idea, that I cannot re- 
sist the temptation of transcribing it : "I am sensibly obliged toyoo, 
in the comfort you endeavour to give me upon the loss of a friend. 
It is like the shower we have had this morning, that just makes the 
drooping trees hold up their heads, but they remain checked and 
withered at the root : the benediction is b<^t a short relief, though it 
comes from heaven itself. The loss of a friend is the loss of life ; af- 
ter that is gone from us, it is all but a gentle decay, and wasting and 
lingering a little longer.'* Letters to a Lady, p. 23. N. 
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nor h^irdty supply it with anotherl* f wish you bealtli 
SDci happiness, aad that Ae pledgefileftyouma^ pio^ 
a ochnfort. I am, with ^reat aineeriQ^, j«dur most obll- 
^d abd most humble seryaot, 

JON. SWIFT- 



FROM MR. GAY. 

DEAR SIR, Londany Dec. 2» 1 728. 

I THINK this is my fourth letter, I am sure it is the 
third, without aoy answer* If I had any assuraoce of 
your health, I should have been more easy. I should 
have writ to you upon this subject above a month af o,lifid 
it not been for a report that you were upon the road in 
your way to £Dg1and : which I fear now was without 
foundation. Your money, with part of my own, is still 
in the hands of Lord Bathurst, which I believe he will 
keep no' longer, but repay upon his coming to town ; 
when I will endeavour to dispose of it as I do of my 
own, unless I receive your orders to the contrary. Lord 
and Lady Bolingbroke are in town : she has been late- 
ly very ill, but is now somewhat better. I have had a se- 
vere attack of a fever, which, by the care of our friend 
Dr. Arbuthnot, has, I hope, almost left me. I have 
been confined about ten days, but never to my bed,, so 
that I hope soon to get abroad about my business ; that 
is, the care of the second part of the Beggar's Opera, 
which was almost ready for rehearsal ; but Rich receiv- 
ed the Duke of Grafton's commands (upon an ioforma- 
tion, that he was rehearsing a play improper to be re- 

* This flentiment, no doubt, cftme frdm the writer^s h«art. SteHa, 
the incomparable Stella, was then no more ! N. 
f A SOD, afterwards a barrister at law. F. 
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presented) not to rehearse any new play whateyer, tiH 
bis grace has seen it. What will become of it I know 
not : but I am sure I have written nothing that can be 
legally suppressed, unless the setting vices in gene- 
ral in an odious light, and virtue in an amiable one, 
may give ofTence. I passed five or six months this 
year at the Bath wiiii the Duchess of Marlborough ; 
and then, in the view of taking care of myself, writ this 
piece. If it goes on. In case of success, I have taken 
care to make better bargains for myself: I tell you this, 
because I know you are so good as to interest yourself 
80 warmly in my aflfairs, that it is what you would want 
to know. I saw Mr. P6pe on Friday, who, as to his 
health, Js just as you left him. His mother, by his ac* 
count, is mudi the same. Mr. Lewis, who is^ veiy 
much your servant (as are all I have mentioned) tells 
me, farther time is still desired of him about the hundred 
pounds. Dn Ai-buthnot particularly desires his compli- 
meuts ; and Mi*s. Howard often asks after you. Prince 
Frederick is expected over this week. I hope- to go 
abroad in two or thiee days. I wish I could meet with 
you either abroad, or at home. 



* DR. SHERIDAN TO LORD MONTCASHEL. 

MY LORD, Dec. 1, 1728. 

I DEDICATE to you this edition and trandatiou of 
PersiuSjt as an acknowledgmet for the great pleasure 
you gave me in the first part of your education, which, 

♦ Of whom see hereaftei^ p. 243. N. 

f A literal trauslation io prose, publii'hed at Dublin, hy G. Grler- 
son, 1728, 12mo. N. 
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by yoiir own applicatiou and goodness of temper, was 
attended with a success equal to my wishes. 

And since you still proceed ia the same paths of dili- 
gence and virtue in the University, where you have al< 
ready distingiiisbed youiiself in a very sliort time, it 
lays a farther obligation upon me, to return you my 
thanks in this public manner, for having so faithfully 
regarded the last advice, which I gave you. 

When I hear from your governors, with what respect 
and deference you treat them ! how cheeiTul you are 
in your obedience to their commands ! that you are 
constant in all duties enjoined you by the statutes, (too 
much hitherto neglected by those of your quality ;) that 
you are regular in your life ; decent in your behaviour ; 
good-natured and civil to your companions, whom you 
have prudently chpsen from among the best ; tliat you 
are diligent in your studies ; with many other additions 
to your character, which very much redound to your 
honour ; I then return my thanks to God, and think all 
my labour on your account rewarded in the noblest and 
the best manner. 

You are now in a situation of taking two the most de- 
lightful prospects, that a generous mind can have. First, 
you can look back upon a good and honourable reputa- 
tion, left behind you among your school-fellows. You 
can behold that ardent emulatiOD in most of them, which 
you kindled in their breasts by your example; and 
thus you see yourself a blessed instrument of bringing 
others into the road of honour and viilue, which you 
naturally followed upon the fu^t direction. The next 
prospect is, that you are now placed on a more public 
stage, among the hopefullest young gentlemen of this 
kingdom? who are already so far influenced by your ex- 
ample, that they rather seem willing to contend with 
you in th^ race, than to follow ; and this by your own 
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encouragement Conei^er, myXiord, tfae g«^ jmiDO^ 
do, is not confined to the presemt age ; but those to cone 
shall show the*^flfects 6f your virtue, and posterity ^all 
bless you for giving an advantage to them, which thejr 
can oply requite by the greatest esteem they will j««- 
serve foryour memory. 

I shall make you no compliments upon your birth or 
title, for which you and your school-fellows will witness 
for me, that I neyer did once either distinguish or spare 
you while you were under my care. Neither shall I 
ever allow you any merit from the mere advantages of 
fortune. Besides, I always observed you much more 
fond of the genealogies of the Greek and Roman heroes, 
than of your own. There you found so many wonder- 
ful examples of piety, wisdom, justice, fortitude, love to 
their country, faithfulness to their fnends, every action 
great, noble, and tmly humane, that it is not to be won- 
dered your character exceeds your years, when you en- 
deavoured to borrow most of it from diem ; fbr whidi 
every wise man will acquit you, since there are so few 
. examples in the present world, that will deserve your 
imitation. But, the great characters of antiquity are 
such, as you nray safely follow in every thing that is 
great and good. And although it hath been your mis- 
fortune to live in a country, not the most inviting scene 
to employ those tadents, which God hath given you, and 
which your own good disposition, added to the care of 
your instructors, is so likely to improve; yet let not 
that be a discouragement from persevering to qualify 
yourself, for appearing one day, where you can shine to 
more advantage. 

' But my zeal for your happiness makes me forget'that 
you are now under governors much fitter to direct 70a 
in your future conduct. I shall therefore only join ^ritb 
them in my good wishes for a blessing on their htboaner* 
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^ Sk igncolan adtK)r ad fractum perdiicta delecUt ; si 
pasUNT ex fetu gre|;i8 sui capit vokiptatem ; u alumoum 
siumi nemo aliter intuetur quam ut addescentiaiii illiua 
suani judket, quid eveatlire ci^is Us qai iog^ia eduea- 
voTiDt, et qid tenera forroaverant,, adulta subHo vident ? 
Assero te mihi. Meuno opcis'es."^ My case, my Lord, 
fe the very same. You are a plant of my own rearing ; 
and although you he now renioyed to another soil, the 
same delight, irhich I cooceived at your prosperdos 
jvrowth, makes roe earnest in my expectations to see the 
fruit. May you never disappoint our hopes, but be> 
come a true wm of the church, a loyal subject to your 
prince, a lakhful friend to your country, and an honour 
to the age you lire in ! May all happiness and succe^ 
attend you, to the last period of y6u)r life ! I am, 
My Lord, 
With true respect, esteem, and affection, 

Your most obedient, and roost humble serranl, 

THOMAS SHERIDANv 



TO *iK. WORRALL. 

Mank4t-Ma, Jan. 4, 1728.0. 

I HAD your long letter, and that& you heartily ifor 
your concern about toy health. ' I continue very deajf 
and giddy ; but, however, I would certainly come to 
town, not only for my visitation, but because in these 
drcumstanees, and in winter, I would rather be at hqide. 
But it is now Saturday night, and that beast Sheridan 
is not yet come, although it has been thawing since 
Mobday. If I do not come, you know what to do; 

My humble service to our friends, as usuHl. 

* Seneca, £p. 34. 
VOL. XVII. L 
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TO THE SAME. 

Market'hiU, Jan. 13, 1728-9. 

I JUST received your letter, and should never have 
done, if I returned you thanks so often as I ought for 
your care and -kindness; both my disorders still con- 
tinue; however, I desire tliat Mrs. Brent may make 
things ready, for my raggedness will soon force me away. 
I have been now ill about a month, but the family are 
80 kind as to speak loud enough for me to hear them ; 
and my deafness is not so extreme as you have known, 
when I have fretted at your mannerly voice, and was 
only relieved by Mrs. WorralL* 

I send you enclosed the fruit of my illness, to make 
an Intelligencer ;t I desire you will enclose it in a let- 
ter to Mrs. Harding, and let your letter be in an un- 
known hand, and desire her to show it Jo the author of 
the Intelligencer, and to print it if he thinks fit There 
is.a letter, you will find, that is to be prefixed before the 
verses, which letter is grounded on a report, aiid if that 
report be false, the former part of the letter will be un- 
seasonable, but the latter will not : and therefcMre the 
Intelligencer must be desired to alter it accordingly. 

It should be sent soon, M> come time enough for the 
next Intelligencer. 

Fray, in your letter to Mrs. Harding, desire her to 
make her people be more correct, and that the Intelli- 
gencer himself may look over it, for that every body 

• Mrs. Worrall had a strong clear voice, a quality for which, as 
appears by this letter, Swift much esteemed her; she had also both 
taste and skill in housekeeping, took care to have his table served in 
the manner that he best liked. N. 

f A weekly paper, by Drs. Swift, Sheiidan, Helsham, &c. which 
were afterward reprinted in one volume 8vo. N. 
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4irho reads those papers, are very much offeoded with 
the eontioual ooosense made by her prioters. 

I am yours, 

J.SWIFT. 



TO THE SAME. 

Market'hiU^ Jan. 18, 1728-0, 
I HAVE yours of the 14th instant, but you had not 
then received my last, in which was enclosed a paper 
for the Intelligeilcer, which I hope you have disjposed of 
as desked. My' disorder still continues the same for 
this fortnight past, and am neither better nor worse. 
However, I resolve to return on the first mendinff of the 
weather,- these three last days there being as violent a 
6torm as I have known, which still continues. We have 
been told my Lord MouotcasheP is dead at Drogheda, 
but believe it to be a lie. However, he is so tender, 
and affects so much vigour and fatigue, that we have 
been in pain about him. 

I had a letter two days ago, which cost me six shil- 
lings and four pence ; it consisted of the probate of a will 
in Leicestershire, and of two enclosed letters, and was 
beyond the weight of letters franked. When I .went a 
lad to my mother, after the revolution, she brought me 
acquainted with a family where there was a daughter 
with whom I was acquainted. My prudent mother was 

* Edward Davis, Lord Viscoant Mountcashei, dying a bachelor in 
July, 1736, the ititle became extinct Margaret, his sister and heir, 
was married to James Barry, Viscount Butteuant, eldest son of the 
Earl of Barrymore, who succeeded to his father's title in December, 
1751. The title of Viscount Mountcashel, was revived in 1766 in 
the person of Stephen Moore, Esq. whose son Stephen, is now EJarl 
MonDtcashel. N. 
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afraid I should be ia lore wkb faer ; foat irhea I wout tki 
lioodon, she married an iookeeperialxxigfaboroiigh, in 
that voiiDly', .by- whom she had several children. The 
old mother died, and left al) that she had to her daughter 
aforesaid, separate from her husband. This woman (my 
mistress with a pox) left several children, who are all 
dead but one daughter, Anne by name. This Anne, for 
it must be she, about seven years ago writ to me from 
London, to tell me she was daughter of Betty Jones,* for 
that was my mistresses name, till she was married to one 
P^rkias, ii^nlLeeper, at the George in Loughborough,^a8 1 
said Mare. The subject of the girl's letter was^ that a 
young-lady of good fortune was courted by an Inslimao, 
who pretended to be banradc'-master general of Ireland, 
and desired me, as an old acquaintance of her mother, 
-Betty Jones, alias Perkins, to inquire about this Irish* 
iman. I answered, that I knew him not, but supposed 
he was a cheat; I heard no more. But now comes 41 
letter to n^e from this Betty Jones, alias Perkias, to let 
.me know, that her daughter, Anne Giles, manied an 
4vishiiiau,ione Giles, and. was now come over to Ireland 
to pick up some debts due to her husband, which she 
could not.get; that the youug widow (for her husband 
' Gliosis dead) has a mind to settle in Ireland, ^ to de- 
sire I woidd lend her daughter Giles three, guinea^, which 

* The name of the lady whom he was then supposed to court (as 

we learn from himsfelf ) was Betty Jones, afterw&rds married to' Mr, 

Perkins, an inkeeper at Looghborough. A daogbter of tlii». Ifn. 

Perkiu, in Janary 1728-9, having been left a widow by one Giles an 

Irishman, who pretended to be barrack-master general of Ireland, ap- 

: piled to tiieilesin Tor advice and assistance, on the-scoreof bitiDriiier 

friendship for her Du>ther and grandBother, thelatt«r of- whom vat 

- related to Or. Swifrs family. The young woman having brought 

. "With her some letters from her mother; the dean tells Mr. WorraJ], 

(he was ready to sacrifice five pounds, an dd acquaintance, to help 

the woman ; though he suspected her mother's letters to be counter' 

feit, as he remembered she spelt like a kitchen-maid.*' N. 
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Iter mother mM pay me when I drsiw iipoD h^ id Eng- 
land, and Mrs. Giles writes me a letter to that purpose. 
She intends to take a shop, and will borrow the money 
firotn Mrs. Brent, (whose name she has learned) and pay 
me as others do. I was at first determined to desire you 
would, from me, make her a present of five pounds, on 
sccouot of her mother and grandmother, whom my mo- 
ther used to call cousin. She has sent me ad attested- 
copy of her mother's will, which, as I told you, cost me 
six shillings and four pence. But I ara. in much doubt;, 
for by her mother^s letters^ she is her heiress, and the 
grandmother left Betty Jones, alias Perkins^ the mother 
Qf tills woman in Dublin, all she had, as a separate main* 
tenance from her husband (wbo proved a rogue) to the* 
value of five hurrdred pounds. Now, I cannot oooceiiire 
why she would let her only daughter aodvheiteas cone 
to Ireland, without giving her money to bear her cliarges 
here, and put her in some way. The woman's hame i& 
Anne Giles, she lodges at one Mrs« WSlmot's, the/fiist 
bouse in Molesworth court, on the right hand, in Fish- 
amble-street I have tohi you thb long story, to deaire 
you will send for the woman, this Anne Giles, and ex«- 
amine her strictly, to find if she be the real daughter of 
Elizabeth Jones, alias Perkins, or not ; and how her moi> 
thei^, who is so well able, came to sen^ her in so miserof 
bie a condition to Ireland^ The errand is ao romantic^ 
that I know sot what to^say to it. I would'be ready to 
sacrifice five pounds, on old acquaiotaooe,' to help the 
woman; I suspect h^r mother's letters to be couoteriSeit^ 
far I remember she spells like a kitchen-maid* And. so 
I end diis worthy business* 

My bookseller, Mr. Molte, by my recommendatibo, 
dealt with Mr. Hyde;"^ there are some accounts between 

* Mr. John Hyde, ao emiaent bookseUer of Dublin,, of fair gopd 
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them, and Hjde Is m his debt. He has desired me to 
speak to Mr. Hyde's executors to state the account, that 
Mr, Motte may be in the way to recover the balance. 
I wish you would step to Mr.. Hyde's house, aad in- 
quire how that matter stands, and how Mr. Motte is to 
be paid. I suppose Mr. Hyde died in good ckcum- 
stances, and that there «^iir be no danger of his creditors 
suffering by hh death. 

I enclose a letter to Mr. Motte, which you will be A> 
kind to send to the post-office. 

I diesire, likewise, that you wiU make Mrs. Brent buy 
a bottle of usquebaugh, and leave it with the womaa 
who keeps Sir Arthur Adieson's house in Capel-street, 
and desire her to deliver it to Captain Creichton,* who 
lodges at the Pied Horse, in Capel street, and id to bring 
down other things to my Lady Acheson. 

My most humble service to Mrs. Worrall, Mrs. Diog- 
ley, and love .to Mrs. Brent. 
. I wish you all a happy new year. 



TO MR. POPE. 

SIB, March 6y 1728-9i 

. If I am not a good correspondent, I have bad health ; 
and that is as good- I passed ^ht montlM in the coun- 
try, with Sir Arthur and my Lady Acheson, and had at 
least half a dozen returns c^ my giddiness and deafness, 
which lasted me about three weeks apiece; and, among 
other inconveniencies, ' hindered me from visiting my 
chapter, and punishing enormities; but did not save me 
the charges of a visitation dinner. This disorder oel- 

* Whose Memoin are printed in the fourteeDth volume. Pf. 
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ther hinders my sleepiDg, nor much my walking; yet is 
the most mortifying malady I can suffer. I have been 
just a month in town, and have just got rid of it in a 
fortnight : and, when it is on me, I have neither spirits 
to write, or read, or think, or eat. But I drink as touch 
as I like ; which is a resource you cannot fly to when 
you are ill. And I like it as little as you : but I can 
bear a pint better than you can a spoonful. You were 
very kind in your care for Mr. Whaley ;* hut, I hope, 
you remembered, that Danielf is a dan^nable poet, and 
consequently a public enemy to mankind. But I de- 
spise the lords decree, which is a jest upon common 
sense : for what did it signify to the merits of the cause 

* Mr. Nathaniel Whaley ; who had a writ of error depending ia 
the house of lords, on a judgment which had been given in the court 
of king's bench in England, reversing a judgmentof the court of king's 
bench in Ireland, in a cause wherein the archbishop of Armagh and 
Mr. Wh&ley were plaintifib^ and the king defendant AdoubtarisiBS 
whether the writ was not abated, having been taken out in the life- 
time of King George I. but not returnable till after that king's death; 
their lordships determined that it was abated, and therefore reversed 
the judgment, Feb. 26, 1 728-9. The following year, however, another 
writ of error was in like manner brought, wherein his majesty. King 
George II. was made defendant; which was Iieard April 30, 1730, and 
determined likewise in favour of the archbishop and Mr. .Whaley : 
very highly to Dean Swift's satisfaction; who had applied to hii 
friends on this occasion, as appears by the £arl of Oxford's letter* 
March 4, 1729^, printed in this volume : who tells the dean, ** 1 
obeyed your commands, and did Mr. Whaley all the little service 1 
was capable of: it was jittle enough that was in my power,, God 
knows. He comes again before us soon after Easter: he seems to bo 
in great hopes ; 1 wish they may be well founded."^ On the 15th of 
July following, his lordship writes, " I suppose Master Whaley is by 
this time got lafe to bis living, and enjoying the fruit of his victory, 
peace and quietness. I believe he hasenough' of law, of lawyers, and 
of lords, both spiritual and temporal." N. 

t Richard Daniel, dean of Armagh; who, Feb. 9, 1739^, petition- 
ed the house of lords for a speedy hearing of the art^bishop's cause | 
alleging, ^* he had been detained in England seventeen months to at- 
tend its issue.'* N. 
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whether Oeeife the q14 or the jwa^ were oa tHr 
^ttooe? 

Ne : I ifitended to pew last winter in England, but 
mj health said so : and I did design to live a genlle- 
man, and, as Sancho's wife saic^ to go iq my coach to 
court I know nqt whether you are in earnest to come, 
l^ither in spring : if not^ prBj God you may never be in 
jeit ! Dr; Dehmy shall attend yoa ^ Chester, and yois 
apartment is ready i aqdl have a roost excellent chaise, 
and about sixteen dozen of the best cider in the worid;, 
and you shall, command the town and UngdooH and 
digUo monsirMrii Sic. And, when I cannot hear, you 
shall have choice of the best people we cap itford, ta. 
hear jrou, and nurses enough; and your apartment is on 
tbe'sunny side« 

The next paragraph strikes me dumb. . Tousay, ^ I 
am to blame, if I refuse the opportunity of going with- 
• my Lady BoUngbrolie ta Aix la Chapetle." I most^ 
tell y6u, that a foreign language is mortal to a deaf man., 
l^must have good ears to catch up the words of so nimr 
ble a tongoed race as the French, havieg been a dozeu 
years without conversing among them; Mr. Gay jp a 
scandal to all lusty young fellows with healthy cottnt»« 
nances ; and, I thiuk, he is not intemperale in a phyne^ 
sense. I am told he has an asthma, which Ib a disease I 
commiserate more than deafness, because it will not leave 
a man quiet either sleeping or waking. I hope he does 
not intend to print his opera^ befoio it is acted ; foir I 
d^ all your subscriptions to amount to eight hundred 
pounds. And yet, I beHer^ he lost as much more, far 
want of human prudence. 

I told you some time ago, that I was dwindled to a 
Writer of libels on the lady of the fiftmily where I Mved^ 

* The second part of the Beggat*! Opera. N. 
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waSiKpoamymVi but tbe^r never went faHber: aodn^ 
Itsdy Acb^soQ made me give her up all the foul eopjye% 
tod QeTe»;ge?e the fajor ooeaout of her hands^ or suffer- 
ed them to^be copied, Thej were sometimefli shown to 
in&iiafte frieads, to occamn mirth, and thai was all So 
tbat I am vexed at your tbtnkiog^ I had any hand in 
wbtl could come to your eyes* I have some confused 
BotioD of seeing a paper called Sh- iUdph the Patriot, 
but am sore H was ba4*or indifierent; aod as to Uio 
Lady at Quadrille, I never heard pf it Perhaps it m9f 
be the same with a paper of verses, caUed, *' The Jour- 
nfd of a Dublin Lady^" which I writ at Sir Arthur 
Acbeson's; and, leaving out what concerned ^the femiiyi 
I sent it to be printed in a pap^ which Doctor Sheridan 
had engaged in, oiJled "• The Intelligencer,^ of wtueh 
he made but sorry work, and then dropped it.f But, 
the verses were printed by themselves, and most horridly 
Dungled iu the press, aJKl were very mkUecre. in them- 
selves ; but dkl well enough in the manner I mentioned» 
of a £unily jest. I do sineerely assure you, tbat my fr^ 
^pient old disord^j and the scene where I am, and the 
humour I am ta, and somo other reaaona which thne has 
fihown^ aod will show more if I live, have bwered my 
small talents widi & vengeance, and eoelied my diaposi^ 
tion to put them in use.. I want only lobe rich, for I^ 
Mi hard to be (leased ; and, for. want of riches, people 
Ijrow every day less sc^icitous to please me. Therefore 
I keep humble company, whoare happy to come where 
^bey can got a bottle of wine without paying for it. I 
gave my. vicar a supper, and hb wifo a shilling, to play, 
with me an hour at backgammaa once a fortnight. To 
all people of quality, and especl^'.ly of ti;kl^ I am not 
uUbia; or,,at.lea8t, am deaf a week' or two aftouLam 

• BcevokVlli W, 
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irell. But, on Sunday eveningB, it coBts me 'six bottles 

of wine to people whom I cannot keep out. Pray, come 

oyer in April, if it be only to convince you that I tell 

no lies; and the journey will be certainly for your 

bealth. Mrs. Brent, my housekeeper, famous In print 

for digging out the great bottle,* says, '^ she will bo your 

nurse;'' and the best physicians we have shall attend 

you without fees : although, I betteve you will have no 

occadon but to convene with one or two of them, to 

make them proud. Tour letter came but last post, and 

you see my punctuality. I am unlucky at every thing 

I send to England. Two bottles of usquebaugh were 

broken. Well, my humble service to my Lord Boling- 

broke. Lord Bathurst, Lord Masham, and his lady my 

dear friend, and Mr. Pulteney, and the doctor, and Mr. 

Lewis, and our sickly friend Gay, and my Lady Bo* 

lingbi-oke ; and very mttch to Patty ,t who I hope wilt 

learn to love the world less, before the world leaves off 

to love her. I am much concei-ned to hear of my Lord Pe- 

terborow being ill. I am exceedingly his servant ; and 

pray God recover his health! AM for your courtier 

Mrs. Howard, and her mistress, I have nothing to say, 

but that they have neither memory nor manners :*e1se I 

should have some mark of the ibriher from the latter, 

which I |?as promised above two years ago : but, since 

I made them a present,^ it would be mean to remind 

them. I am told, poor Mrs. Pope is iU. Pray €UkI 

preserve her to you, or raise you up as usefril a friend. 

This letter is in answer to Mr. Ford, whose iiand 1 
mistook for yours, having not heard from him this twelvo- 
teonth. Therefore you are not to stare ; and it must not 
be lost, for it talks to you only. 

• See in Vol. X. a poem on Stella's birth-day, 1722-3> N- 
f Mre. Martha Blount. N. 

X Of Boine Iriih plaids ; tee Mrs. Howard'! Ijetter, Nor. 8, 1720^ 

•N. 
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AgaiD, forgive iDj blunders; for, reading the letter by 
candlelight, and not dreaming of a letter from Mr. Ford» 
I thought it must be yours, because it talLt of ouc 
friends. • 

The letter talks of Gay, and Mr. Whalej, and Lord 
Bolingbroke, which made me conclude it must be yours j[ 
so all the answering part must go for nothing. 



PROM FRANCIS GEOGEGHAN, ESQ. 

SIR, March 10, 1728-9. 

YovR time is precious, jour curiosity not very small, 
my esteem of you very great ; therefore come not with* 
in the walls of the four courts in hopes of hearing a 
matrimonial decree in this reign ; for on Monday, (viz.) 
that is to say. the 10th of this instant March, 1728, his 
excellency Thomas Wyndharo, Esq. lord high chancel- 
lor of Ireland, pronounced, after your back was turned, 
and not with the assistance of the two chiefs, his decree 
in the case of Stewart v. Stewart, on A. Fowel, to this 
effect : — 'He said there was a Jull consent till such time 
as the draught of the settlement was sent down to Mrs. 
Stewart, to be considered b^ her and her friends ; and 
after she had considered it, she shall not be at liberty to 
make any objections ; for all restrictions of maniage are 
odious in the civil law, and not favoured by the common 
law, especially afler the age of ooe-and-twenty ; there- 
fore marry they may, and let Mr. Nutley* be a lawyer 
for Mrs. Rebecca Stewart, the plaintiig^ to take care of 
the settlement for her advantage, and let Fowel choose 
another lawyer for himself; though by the by, Mr. Nut- 

* Mr. Nutley had been a judge ia Ctueen Anae's time* D. S. 

L 3 - 
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ley would serve for both; and it b not neceiBai^ t& lo« 
^iike what Fowel indues by hk piacticey ajtliough fat a»> 
sured the mother k i&inouDted to oae thmwand Umf. 
huodred^poundsT^rr Onmtm, 

4 

*' Ovid, 'tis tnie^ successfttUj imparts 
The rules to steal deluded . virppns' hearts ; 
But O I ye fair ooes^ pious Nutley's skill 
Instructs you to elude, by magic bill, 
The laws of God, aud gratify your.wilL'' 

You will, I hope, excuse this liberty io.ooe^ who, ^o- 
reseot the indignity offered to you by. Ram's coachman,^ 
rqade him drunk saon after at Gory ; whichr so ioceoied^ 
the aforesaid Raai, that hat disebaiged him his service, 
and he is now s» reduced^ that he has oo. other way oC 
getting his bread but by crying in this city, ^* Ha' you^ 
any dirt to carry out ?" I am, sir, your sincere friend 
and humble servant^ 

FRANCIS GEpGEGHAN^. 



FAOM WILLIAM FLOWER, SSQ^t 

^^ Jshir0ok^ Mm^ la, 1728'»^ 

As I have been honoured with some of youn lettei% 
and as you are my old .acquaintance, though to my soiw 
low not intimately so^ I trust yoa will pardon thk pre^ 
sumption. Perhaps you ai^y be at a loss to guess whai. 
title I baTe to ao old aequaintaace with yon ; but at 
aeveial' MttW accideots malk» indelible, impresskms upoa 
Ike minds of schoc4bogr8i neai: thirty years ag^ when I 

• See the Intelligencer, No. 2. D. S. 

f Created Lord GA«tiiilim«w^ Oct 27* 1999^ M. 
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iNw-ooe, Ireaeraber I wa» committed to jour care from 
Sheene to Loodoo ::: we took water at Mortlake, the com- 
naodcv-of tfae little skiff tms very dniBk and iosolent^^ 
pat us ashore at Hammersmith, yet iosistedi with very 
abusive laoftu^e, on his fare, which you coi^i^eousl}^ 
eefiued; the mob gathered^ I expected to see yjauBr 
gowo stripped oi( aod for want of a Uaaket, to takie a, 
iigbt with you ia in but 

lSaujkMtgrav€im ^Bt^ mentis sifwrte vkrmhquem. 
Canspex^e^ silmt, arreatisqMe auribus aslant : 
Mle regH dktis ammos^ ct pectara mulcet. 

Virg. iBn. I. 155». 

If tbeu some grave aod pidus mao appear^ 
They bush their urnse, aod lend a^llst'Eiing car;. 
He soothes with sober words their aogry mood, 
Aod queoches their: iooate desire oT blood.. 

* 

By your powerful etoqueoce you saved your bacoo aod. 
mooey, and we happily proceeded oo our journey. But 
i| is Qoi ao iodidatioo purely to tell you this old stcnryi 
which persuades me to write. A. frieod from XhibKo 
lately obliged me with a very eotertaioiog paper, eoti- 
tled, ^ The loteU^eocer," it is Dumber 20» a posthur 
■lous wwk of X<9eBtor Irooside ; a cfMrrespoodeot oiea* 
tiooiog the^e paperi: io a letter, raisiog: my curiositjs 
with tl^ specimeo I had of them, to read the rest. For 
my part, I have buirlMl myself io the eouotry, and koow 
Httle of the world,, but what Llearo from oewspapers;. 
you, who live so oiuch io it, aod from other more coo- 
wiociog proobf I am satisfied are acquaioted with the 
lotelligeocer. I wish his zeal could promote the welfare 
of his poor eouotry, but I. fear his labour, is isp v^r5. 
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The iDisenes of the North, as represented, d^and 
the utmost compassioo, and must soften the malice 
of the most bitter enemy. I hope they, ithose interest 
it is, if they rightly conddered it, to relieve those nlisera- 
ble ivretches, will redress so public a calamity ; to ufaichy 
if, as I have heard, some of the clergy, by exacting -of 
tithes, have contributed, they deserve as great censure 
as a certain dean, who lends several sums without in- 
terest to his poor parishioners, has gained credit and 
honour by his charitable beneficence. Bad men, to be 
sure, have crept in, and are of that sacred and learned 
order ; the blackest of crimes, forgery, treason, and 
blasphemy, recently prove this: hVLch should be spewed 
out of it with utmost contempt, and punished according 
to their demerit with severe justice. If this allegation 
be true, I hope to see them censured by the Intelligent 
/cer, and recommend to him the words of Jeremiah to 
expatiate upon, chap. x. ver. 21, chap, xii^ ver. 10, 11. 
I imagine the poor widow, his printer,^ is in danger of 
punbhment ; she suflRpred very cruelly for the Drapier's 
works; I hope several contributed to ease her misfor- 
tunes on that occasion ; I confess I am sorry I did not, 
but if you will give her a piece of gold, not in my name 
I bf^g, being unwilling to vaunt of charity, hot as from a 
friend of yours, I shall by the first safe hand send one; 
in return I expect the Drapier^s works entire. 

I am sorry that for the benefit of the ladies, the au- 
thor has not given us the Englbh of 

Motus doceri gatukt lanicos 
Matura virgo. 

Not having Creech's Horace, a gentleman prevailed on 

* Mrt. Harding. D,3, 
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t 

me to attempt translating it in a couple of distichs; 
the science, which the compound English and Greek 
word signifies, little concerns a widower ; but I should 
be glad to see it iinproved by good proficients in the 
Ionic jig. I owe, in my little reading, I never met with 
this word, which puts me in mind of a passage on the 
Thames. My younger uncle, the grave Mr^ Flower, hit 
wife and ?nine, and Parson Dingle, one day made the 
tour of the city : we saw Bedlam, the lions, and what 
not ; and finished with a view of that noble engiueua- 
der London Bridge : then we took water for Whitehall ; 
rowed very silently to opposite the glasshouse, where a 
dyer, his boat at anchor, was angling ; ' poor Jack unfor- 
tunately asked, addressing himself to our waterman. 
What that man was fishing for? The wag answered 

very Ixisk, For , master, will you buy any ? You 

are a man of too much humour not to be pleased with 
the reply. I never can think of it' without a laugh j 
and am sure need not describe the scene to you. He is 
since called in our family by the name of Jack Fisher. 



FROM MR. GAY.* 

From the Duke ef Q»eefmberry% in BurUngUfn 
Gardens^ March 18, 1 728-9. 

Z>EAR SIR, 

I HAVE writ to you several times ; and having heard 
nothing from you, makes me fear my letters are miscar- 
ried. Mr. Pope's letter has taken off my concern ia 
some degree ; but I hope good weather will entirely re- 
establish you In your health. I am but just recovered 

* Endorfled, " See the duchess's answer to ihe ro^al mesiBige.** TL 
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from Ae severest fit of slekfiess that erer aoy body had; 
If ho ^escaped death. I was several times given up kj^ 
the physicians, and every body that attended me ; and 
upon my recovery, was judged to be in soiU a^eondi*^ 
tido^ that I should be midera^te for the remainder of my 
life'; but, contrary to all expectation, F am perfectly le- 
oovered, and have no remainder of the distempers that 
attacked me, which were, at the same time, fever, asthma, 
and pleurisy. I am now in the Duke oi Queensberry'a 
house, and l^ive been so eva* ranee I left Hampatead ; 
where^ I was carried at a time that it was thought I 
could not live ,a day. Since my coming to town, I have 
been very Kttle abroad, the weather has been so severe. 

I must acquaint you, (because I kaow it wiU pleaae 
ym) that during my siii^Qess I had mtmy of the kindest 
|lff04ffs of Iriendsbip, particularly firom the Dtike and 
Duchess of Q^ueensberry ; who, if I had^been their near- 
est relation and nearest friend, coidd not have treated^ 
me with more constant attendance then;, and they coo- 
tinue the same to me now. 

You must undoubtedly have heard, that the duches^^ 
took up my defence with the king and queen, in the 
cause of my play, and Chat she has been forbid the court 
for interesting herself to-incr@i|Be my fortune, by th^ 
publication of it without being acted< The duke too 
lutagiven up his employment (which he woold have done- 
if the duchess bad not*met with thit treatment) upon ac-> 
count of ill usage from the ministers; but this hastened, 
him in what he had determined. The play is now al« 
most printed, with the music^ words, and basses^ engraved 
oii.thifiy-onecopperplaiea» whic^ by my friends' assisl- 
aace^ has a probability to turn greatly to my advantage. 
The Duchess of Mariborougb has given me a hundred 
P|ounds4br one copy; and others have contributed veiy> 



BOCTOR SWIFT. 2StP 

JMuidscindy ; but» as my Mco^mi v$ net yjBt i6|tla4 I 
caoDot tell you particulan. 

For wrldnip iu the cai^e of.yistue^ and against the 
fiahionable vkes^ I am kn^Acd Ufoa at present as the 
most.oboaxiaus penoa diaost io £ii|^aod.. Mr. FuUe<-> 
ney tdls me I have got tlie start of him. Mr. Pope> 
lella mev that J am dead, aodthat thk obDozioittDeBS ia 
the reward for my inofieosiTtnesfrio my &rmer life. I 
wish I had a^book ready to send you: but»J believe I 
shall not be abte to complete the work till the latter, eod 
of the next week^. Your money is still ia Lord Bft% 
tlutt^t^ hands; but, I believe, I shall, receive it soon: I 
wish to receive your orden hew to dis|K>8e of it^ I am^ 
inpatient to fiobh my work, for I want the country air^ 
not that I am ill, but to recover my strength ; and I can- 
not leave my work till it is finkhed. While I am writ-i 
s)g this, I am io tbo room next to our dining room^ with 
sheets all around it, and two people from the binder 
folding sheets. I print the book at my own expense, ia 
quarto, which is to he sold for ^ shillings, with the mur 
slc. You see I do not want industry ;^ and 1 hope you 
will allow, that I have not the worst economy. Mrs. 
Howard has declared herself strongly, both to the king 
and queen, as my advocate. The Duchess of Ctueeos- 
berry is allowed to have shown more spirit, more honouF> 
and more goodness, than was thought possible iu our 
times; I should have added too^ move uadentanding 
and good sense. You-soo-my Ibrtune (as I hope my vir- 
tuerwiU) iocreasea by oppresnop. I. go lo no courts ; I 
drink bo wine f and am calumniated even by miuiflttrs 
qf states and yet am in good spirita. Biqst of the. cour** 
tiers, though otherwise my friends, refiiaed to oontribut6 
t^ aty undertddng. But the eity and the people of 
i|)ngland tal^e n;y part very warmly ; and, I am tokli tji(^ 
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best of the citiseDs will giye one proofc of it by their cob- 
tribatioDs. 

I oottld talk to you a great deal moie, bat I am afraid 
I should write too much for you, aod for myadf. I 
have not writ so much together sin^ my sickiite. I 
camot omit telliog you, that Dr. Arbuthnot's attendance 
and care of me showed hkn the best, of friends. Dr. 
HolUngs, though entirely a stranger to me, was joined 
with him, and used me in the kindest and most hand- 
some manner. Mr. and "Mrs. Pulteney were great- 
ly concerned for me, visited me, and showed me 
the strongest proofs of friendship^ When I see 
you I will tell you oi others, as of Mr. Pope, Mrs. 
Blount, Mr. and Mrs. RollmsoD, Lord and Lady Bolipg- 
broke, &c. I think they are all your friends and well- 
wishers. I hope you will love them the better upon my 
account; but do not forget Mr. Lewis, nor Lord Ba- 
thurst. Sir William Wyndham, and Lord Gower, and 
Lord Oxford among the number. 

My service to Dr. Delany and Mr. Stopford. 



TO MR. GAY.* 

DuhUn, March 10, 1728-9. 

I nsmr it* t do write to you according to the old 
stipulation, for, when you kept-Tour old company, when 
I writ to one, I writ to all. But I am ready to enter 
into a new bargain since you are got into a new 
world, and will answer all jour letters. You are first 
to present my most humble respects to the Duchess of 
Clueensberry, and let her know tliat I nevar dine without 

* Found among Mr. Gay's papers, and returned to Dr. Swift by 
theDttkeofQueeaiberryahdMr. Pope. P.- 
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thinking of her, although it be with some difficulty that 
I can obey her when I dine with forks that have but twa 
prong^ and when the sauce is not very consistent. You 
must likewise tell her grace that she is a general toast 
among all honest folks here, arid particularly at the 
deanery, ev^n in the lace of my whig subjects. I will 
leave my money m Lord Bathurst's hands, and the ma- 
nagement of it (for want of better) in yours : and pray 
keep the interest money in a bag wrapped up by itself, 
for fear of your own fingers under your carelessness. Mr. 
Pope talks of you as a perfect stranger; but the different 
pursuits and manners and interests of life, as fortune has 
pleased to dispose them, will never suffer those to live 
together, who, by their inclinations, ought never to part. 
I hope when you are rich enough, you will have some 
little economy of your own in town and country, and be 
able to give your friend a pint of port ; for the domestic 
season of life will come on. I had never much hopes of 
your vamped play, although Mr. Pope seemed to have, 
and although it were ever so good : but you should have 
done like the parsons, and changed your text, I mean 
your title, and the names of the persons. After all, it 
was an eflfect of idleness, for you are in the prime of life, 
when invention and judgment go together. I wish you 
had 1*00/. a year more for horses ; I ride and walk when- 
ever good weather invites me, and am reputed the best 
walker in this town and five miles round. I writ lately 
to Mr. Pope. I wish you had a little village in his 
neighbourhood ; but you are yet too volatile, and any 
lady with a coach and six horses would carry you tfi 
Japan. 
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FROM KB. ARBUTHNOT. 

« 

LondoHy March 10, 1 72a-d^ 

This is the second or third time, dear sir, that I 
have writ to jou without heariog a word of you, or 
from you ; only, in general, that you are very mnch 
out of order ; sometimes of your two old fsoroplaiot^ 
the vertigo and deafness, which I am very soiTy for. 
The gentleman who carries this has come better oflT 
tlian I did imagine; I used my little interest as far as 
it would go, in his affair. He will be able to give you 
some account of your friendsi many of whom have be^ 
in great distresa this winter. John Gay, I may say 
with vanity, owes his life, under God, to the unwearied 
endeavours and care of your humble servant : for a 
physician who had not been passionately his fiieod could 
not have saved him. I had, beside my personal con- 
cern for him, other motives of my care. He is now be^ 
come a public person^ a little Sacheverell ; and I took 
the same pleasure in saving him as RaddifTe did in pre* 
serving; my Lcurd Chief Justice Holt's wife, whom he- 
attended out of spite to the husband, who wished het 
dead. 

The inoffemiive John Gay is now become one of the* 
obstructions to the peace of Europe, the terror of minis'^ 
ters, the chief author of the Craftsman, and all die aedi- 
Uous pamphleta which have been published against the 
government ^e hiis got several turned out of their 
places ; the greatest, ornament of the court banished 
from it for his sake ; another great lady in danger of 
being cbass6e likewise ; about seven or eight duchesaea 
pushing forward, like the ancient circumcelUones in the 
church, who shall suffer martyrdom upon his account first. 
9e is the darling^ of the ci^. If he should trav:el.abQUt: 
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^be countiy^ lie would have hecatombs of roasted oxen 
sacrificed to hitn : siace he became so coBspiciuHis^ 
Will Puheoej hangs his head, to «ee himself «o .muoil 
outdone io the career of glory^ I hope he will get a 
^od deal of monej by printing his play : but, I really 
believe, he would get more by showing his person : and 
I can assure yo^, tfats is the very identical John Gay, 
whom you formerly knew, and lodged with in Whitehall 
two years ago. 1 have been diverting myself with 
making an extract out of a history, which will 'be print'- 
ed in the year 194$. I wish I had your assistance to go 
through with it ; for I can assure you, it rises to a very 
solemn [uece.of burlesque. 

As to the condition of your little club,' it is not quite 
so desperate as you might imagine ; for 'Mr.* Tope is- as 
high in favour as I am afraid the rest are out of it. The 
king, upon the perusal of the last edition of his Duociad^ 
declared he was a very honest .roan. I did not 'know 
till this nidment thalt I had so good an opportunity to 
send you a letter ; and now I know it, I am called 
away, and obliged to end with my best wishes andre* 
«pect8, being most sincerely yours, &C. 



FROM A QUAKER IN PHlLADELPfilA. 
* ChOai, March 29, lt29. 

FRIEND JONAtHAK SWIFT, 

Hating been often agrcedbly ttmused by thy Talc, 
.4%. &c and being now loading a small ship for Publin, 
I have sent thee a gammon, the product ofthe wHds of 
America; which perhaps may not be unacceptable at 
thy table, since it is only designed to let thee know 
that thy wit and parts are here in esteem at this dis- 
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tance from the place of thy lendence.'* Thou needest 
ask 00 questions who this comes from, since I am a pei- 
fect stranger to (hee. 



FROM LADY JOHNSON.f 

[March 30, 112^.] 

TO THE REV. THE DEAN OP ST. PaTricm. 
HON» SR 

I Asi a Huckster and Lives 1^ Strand Street Si has 
JDealiogs with Several farailjs, a saterday Ni^ a Case 
of Instruments;]^ was sent me in pawn by a Certain par- 
son in Marys Street, for two Rowls a pHnt of Butter 
four JSerrings and three Na^ns of strong Watters, My 
foster brother who ply's about that £nd of the town 
,telb Me, he^anst saw it in your hand, fearing Haw- 
kins'si whip I send it to you, and will take an Other 
Course to gett My Money, so I Remain your Honn 

Humble SaiTt to Command 

ye 30 MARTHA SHARP. 

* This is not the only proof of the dean's fame having early extend- 
ed to the Ameriean contineni May 20, 1728, he tells Mr. Pope, 
'* I have with great pleasure seen the New-England newqpaper with 
the two names Jonathan Gulliver. And I remember Mr. Fertescne 
■ent you an account from the assizes, of one Lemuel Gulliver, wh« 
had a cause there, and lost it on the ill reputation of being a liar.** 
W. 

f Thus endorsed by Dr. Swift : ** Thfe best letter I ever read.** 
D. S. 

i It is Boi unlikely this was a present of a case Of instruments from 
liady Johnson to the doctor. D. S. 

{ Eawkioi was kieeper of Newgate, JO. S. 
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FROM THE CHEVALIER RAMSAY. 

SIR, London, April 10, 172&. 

One of the greatest pleasures I proposed to mjself in 
a jouroey to Eogland, was that of seeing jou at LoDdon ; 
and it is a very sensible mortification to me to find my- 
self disappointed in so agreeable an expectation. It is 
now many years since I had the higb^8t esteem of your 
genius and writings ; and when I was very young, I 
found in some of them certain ideas, that prepacred me 
for relishiag those principles of universal religion, which 
I have since endeavoured to unfold in Cyrus. I could' 
not let our common friend Mr. Leslie* go back to Ire- 
land, without seizing the opportunity of acknowledging 
the obliging zeal you have shown to make my work 
esteemed. Such marics of friendship do me 'a great 
deal of honour as well as pleasure, and I hope I have a 
thorough sense of them. As I have much enlarged my 
book, I am going to publish a new edition by subscrip- 
tion. I have given a hundred copies of the proposals 
to our friend, and flatter myself, that I may count upon 
the continuation of your friendship. I am, with great 
respect, sir, your most obliged and most obedient humble 
servant, 

A. RAMSAY. 



* Son of the Reverend Doct«r Charles LesliCf the famous n<m^ 
j uror. H. 
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EROM DR. AB6UTHN0T. 

DBAii SIR, London^ May 8, 1720. 

I HAT» -wdt three times to Mr. Dteao of St. Patriek^s, 
idthout receiviDg so much as na aekflowledgoient of the 
i-ecelpt of my letters. At the same time, I hear of 
^ther letters, whidi his a^cquaiatances receive from him. 
I believe I shttild hardly have bumtght myself to have 
written this, were it not to serve you and a friend at the 
same time. 

I recommeDded one Mr. Mason, son of Mason, ^n- 
tleman of the queen^s chapel, a barytone voice, for the 
-vacancy of a siitgter in your cathedral. Thialetter vas 
writ from Bath last September. The. same JUasod^ in- 
forms me, that there is another .vaicancy \ therefore I re- 
new my request. I lielieve you.wBi bai'dly .get a bet- 
iter: he has a pleasant meUow voice, and has sUng ^ve* 
ral times in the king V chapel this winter, to the aatisfac- 
tion of the audience. I beg at least your answer to 
tills. Your friends in town^ such as I^kiiow, JBtrewelK 
iMr. Pope is happy again,> id having his mother. recover- 
ed. iMr. Qay is .gone to Scotland with the Duke of 
Queensberry. He has about twenty lawsuits with bodt- 
sellers for pirating his book. The kibg goes, soon to 
Hauover. These are all the news I know. I hope 
you do not imagine I am so little concerned about your 
h^lth, as not to desire to be informed of the state of it 
from yourself. I have been tolerably well this wintei^ 
I thank Qod. ^y brother Robin is here, and longs, as 
well as I, to know how you do. This with tpy best 
wishes and respects, from, dear sir, your most faithful 
humble servant, 

JO. ARBUTHNOT. 

* This gentlemao waa provided for by Dr. Swift. N. 
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FROM THE SAME. 

2>£AR SIR, ' London, June 9, 1 729. 

This is given you by Mr. Mason, whom I believe 
you will find answer the charactter I gave of him, which 
really was not partial j for 1 am not so much as ac- 
quainted whh his father or himself. I explained every 
thing to him according to the tenor of the letter which I 
received from you some time ago, and for which I most 
-^leartily thank you. L^t hftn noW speak for himself. 
I have been inquiring about a counter-tenor ; but have, 
as yet, no intelligebce of any. 

I am really sensibly touched with the account you 
give of Ireland. It is not quit^e so bad here, but really 
bad enough ; at the same tifbe, we are told, that we are 
in great plenty and happiness. 

Your friiends, whom you mention in ydurs, are well; 
Mr. Gay is returned from Scotland, and' has recovered 
his strength by his journey. Mr. Pope is well; he had 
jgot an injunction in chancery against the printers, who 
had pitrated his Dunciad ': it wais dissolved again, be- 
cause the printer could not prove any property, nor did 
ther author appear*. That Is not Mr. Gay's case ; for he 
has owned his book. Mr. Fulteney gives you his ser- 
vice. They art all better than myself; jfdr I am tiow 
so. ^ad of a constant coavulsiou in my heart, that I am 
likely to-expue fiometknes. We have no news, that I 
know of. I am apt to believe, that in a little time, this 
matter olf the provisional treaty will be on or off. The 
young man waits for my letter. I shall trouble you no 
inore at present, but remain with my best wisheis, and 

Yot. xtif. ii 
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' most nocere affection, dear sir, four most futhfiil humble 

terraDt, 

JO. ARBUTHNOT. 

My &mil7 all send 70a their love and service* 



FROM LADY CATHARINE JONES-* 

giK^ . ChelseOj June lly 1729. 

I RECEIVED the favour of your letter the 22d of May, 
and own my obligation to Mr. Dean for the information 
of the decay of my grandfather's monumentf in the 
cathedral church of St. Patrick. 

Mr. French, the present receiver of my father^s es- 
tate, will be, some time next month, in that kingdom, 
whom I have ordered to wait upon you for your direc- 
tion in that affair; in wbiclb, when he has informed me 
of the expense,' I shall immediately give directions to 
have it done, agreeably to the desire of the dean and 
chapter, as well as the duty due to the memory pf my 
grandfather, without adding farther trouble to Mr. Dean, 
from hid most humble and obedient servant, 

CATHARINE JONES. 

* Daughter of Richard, Earl of Ranelagh. N. 

f A moDonaent erected to the memory of Archbishop Jones^ aad 
his son, Lord Viscount Rauelagh ; of whom see January 8, 171 Ull 
It was then in a ruinous condition ; but repaired by the ordo' of this 
Udy. See another letter, June 15, 1732. N. 
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FROM LORD BOLINGBROKE, 

. I TOOK a letter of yours from Pope, and brought it to 
tfaia plaee^ that I might answer at least ^ part of it I 
begio to day : whea I shall finish I know not ; perhaps 
when I get back to m j farm. The waters I have been 
persuaded to drink, and those which my friends drink, 
keep me fuddldd or employed all the morning. The af- 
ternoons are spent in airings or vbits, and we go to bed 
with thechickeo. 

Brussds^ Sept "27, n. s. 
1 have brought your French acquaintance* th|is far 
cfu her way into her own country, and considerably bet- 
ter in health than she was when she went to Aix. I 
begin to entertain hopes that she will recover such a de- 
gree of health as may render old age sapportiible. Both 
of <us haVe closed the tenth lostre, and it is high time 
to determine how we shall play the last act of the farce. 
Might not my life be i^Btltled much more properly a 
Irhat-d'ye-call-it than a farce ?t Some comedy, a great 
deal of tragedy, and the whole interspersed with scenes 
of Hariequin, Scaramoucli, and Dr. BaloardO) the pro- 

* Lj^j'BoIingbroke. "N. 

f "Bolingbroke is reported in a letter to Poirillyio have said, 
** You, and I, and Pope, are the onlr three men 6t to reign.^* Vol- 
taire, in the Xllth Tolume of bis letters, denies this anecdote; and 
adds, ** J*aime mieuz ceque disait i ses -compagnons la plus fameuse 
eatin de ]^Qdre84 mes weun, Bolingbroke est d§clar6 aujourd'hui se- 
cretaire .d^§tat ; ^sept mille guin^es de rente, mes sceurs ; et tout pour 
nous !" It appears by Voltaire's Letters, vol 1. p. 13, that in the 
year 1722, he was at la Source near Orleans, with Lord Bolingbroke . 
ib whom he communicated the first sketches of Ihe Henriade, and re- 
^ceived firom him the highest couunendatioos. Da. Wabton. 
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totype of your hero Oxford. I used to think sometimes 
formerly of old age and of death; eacugh to prepare 
my mind ; not enougli to anticipate sotrow, to dash the 
joya of youth, and to be all my life a dying. I find the 
benefit of this practice now, and shall find it more as I 
jH:oceed on my journey ; little regret when I look back- 
ward, little apprehension when I look forward. You 
complain grievoosly of your situation iti Irelarid.. I 
could complain of ^ mine too in England : but I will Dot| 
nay, I ought not; for I find, by. long experience, that I 
can be ^unfortunate, without being unhappy. I da not 
approve your joining together the figure of living, and, 
the pleasure of giving, though your old prating friend) 
Montaigne,"^ does something like it in one of his rhapso- 
dies : to tell you my reasons would be to» write an ettay* 
and I shall hardly have time to write a letter ; but if 
you will come over and live with Pope and m^, I will 
show you in an instant why those two things should not. 
aUer de pair^ and that forced retrenchments on botb' may 
be made, without makiug us uneasy. Tou know tha^ I 
am too expensive, and all mankind knows that I have 
been cruelly plundered ; and yet I feel in iqy mind the 
power of descending, without anxiety, two or threes 
stages more. In sliort, Alf . Dean^ if you will come to a, 
certam farm io Middlese^f you shall find that I eao 
live fhigidly without growling at the worlds or being 
peevbh with those whom fortune has appdoted to eat 
soy bread, instead of appointing me to eat thein; and 
yet I have naturally as little disposition to frugality aiB 
any man alive. You say you are no philosophor, and 
I think you are in tha right to dislike a word if\A^ is 
€0 often abused ; but I am sure you like to follow reason, 

* Yet there are few writen that sire os such an iaiight into hch 
man nature as this old prater. Da. Waktoit. 
fOawIef, near Hoopsloir Heath. N. 



DOCTOR SWIFT, 260 

BOt ciutom (which is sometimes the reason, and oftener the 
caprice of othei's, of the mob of the world.) Now, to be 
sure of doic^ thiSj you must wear your philosophical spec- 
tacles as coostaDtly as the Spaniards used to wear theufs. 
You must make them part of your dress, and sooner 
part with your broad brimmed beaver, your gown, scarf, 
or even that emblematical vestment, your surplice. 
Through this medium you will see few things to be vexed 
at, few persons to be angry at. 

Ostendy Oct, 5. 

And yet there will frequently be things which we 
•ught to wish altered, and persons wtiom we ought to 
wish hanged. Since I am likely to wait here for a wind, 
I shall have leisure to talk with you more than you will 
like perhaps. If that should be so, you will never tell 
it me grossly ; and my vanity will secure me against 
taking a hint. 

In your letter to Pope, you agree that a regard for 
fame becomes a man more toward his exit^ than at hia 
CDtrance into life ; and yet you confess that the longer 
you live, the more you grow indifTerent about it. Your 
^lentimeui is true and natural; your reasoning, I am 
afraid, is not so upon this occasion. Prudence will make 
OS derare fame, because it gives us many real and great 
advantages in all the affairs of life. Fame is the wise 
man's means $ his ends are his own good, and the good 
of society. You poets and orators have invert^ this 
order; you propose fame as the end; and good, or, at 
least, great actions as the means. You go farther : you 
teach our self-love to anticipate the applause which we 
suppose will be paid by posterity to our names ; and 
with idle notions of immortality you turn other heads^ 
beside your own : I am afraid this may have done some 
l^ana in the world. 
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CalaiSy Oct. 9; . 

I go on fronv tbis place, whither I am come io hopes 
•f getting to siea, which I could not do from the port of 
Ostend. 

Fame is an object which men ptirsue siiccessitilly bj 
▼anous and even contrary courses. Your doctrine Iead& 
diem to look on this end as essential, and on tl^e means 
as indifferent; so that Fabricius and Ccassus, Cato and 
Csesar, pressed forward to the same goal. After aU, 
perhaps^ it may appear, firom a consideration of the dfi» 
pravity of mankind, that you could do no better, nor 
lieep up virtue in- tbe^ world without calling this passion, 
or this direction of self love, into your aid, .Tacitus 
has crowded this excuse for you, according to his man* 
ner, into a maxim, Cantetnptu famx contemni viriuUs. 
But now, whether we consider fame as a useful instm- 
meut in all the occurrences of private and public life, 
or whether we consider it as the cause of that pleasure 
which otir self-love is so fond of^ methinks our entrance 
into life, or, to speak more properly, our youth, notour 
old age, is the season when we ought to desire it most, 
and therefore when it is most becoming to desire it with 
ardour. If it is useful, it is to be desired most when we 
have, or may hope to have, a long scene of action open 
before us, toward our exit, this scene of action is, or 
should be, closed ; and then methinks it is unbecoming 
to grow fonder of a thing which we have no longer oc- 
casion for. . If it is pleasant, the sooder we. are in pos- 
^essiqn ff fame, the lougier we shall epjoy this pleasure; 
when it is acquired early in life, it may tickle us on tfll 
old age ; but when it is acquired late, the sensatioo oi 
pleasure will be more faint, and mingled with the regret 
of our not having tasted it sooner. 
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From wy Farm, Oct. 5^ o. s. 

I amlere ; 1 have seen Pope, arid one of my first in- 
quiries wa. a'^<er you. He »rll8 me a thing I am sorry 
to hear : you a> r building, it seems, on a piece of land 
you have acquired for tha purpose, in some county of 
Ireland.* Though T have built in a part of the worldf 
which I prefer very little to that where you have beea 
thrown and confined by our ill fortuue an*! yours, yet 
I am' sorry you do tfie samo thing. I have repented at 
thousand times of my resolution ; and I hope you will 
repent of yours before it is e recuted^ Pope tells me 
he has ' a letter of yours^ which I have not seen yet. I 
shall have that satisfaction shortly ; and shall be tmnpt- 
cd to scribble (6 you again, which is another good reason 
for making this epistle no longer than it is already. 
Adieu, therefore, my old and wotrthy friend. May the 
physical evils of life fklf as easily upon you as ever they 
did on any man who lived to be old ! and may the 
moral evils which surround us make as little impression 
on you^ as they ought to make on one who has such su- 
perior sense to estimate things by, and so much virtue 
to wrap himself up in ! 

My wife desires not to be forgotten by you ; she is 
faithfully your servant, and zealously your admirer. 
She will be concerned, and disappointed, not to find yow 
in thisisknd at her return; which hope both she and T 
had been made to ertertain before ! went abroad. 



* la tbe oovnty of Armagh^ the celebrated 'qpoC called Drapier*d> 
HiU. M. 
fJlawler. See [E. 26^- N. 
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TO LORD B0LINO3R0KE, 

6ubUny0ct. 31, 172&. 

I lEci^iYED jour lordship's tra^Uiog kUer of sevar 
lal dates, at several stages, and horn different Qations, 
languages, and religions. Neither couM any thing be 
^ore obliging than your kind ren|embrance of me in sa 
tpaoy places. As to your ten lustres, I remember, ythen 
I complained in a letter to Prior, that I was fifty years 
9ld, he iras half angry in jest, and answered me out of 
Terence, ista cammeinDraUa ^ quntsi exprobraiio. How 
then ought I to rattle you, when I have a dozen years 
more to answer fpr, all iionastically passed iu tJ)is couu- 
try of liberty, and delight, and money, and good comx 
pany ! I go on answering your letter ; it is you were 
my hero, but the pther^ never was ; yet if he were, it 
was your own .fault, who taught n^ to lo:ire buHt and 
often vindicated him, in the beginning of your mioistij., 
from my accusation&f But I granted he bad the.great- 
^t inequalities of any man ^ive, and his whole soene 
was fifty times more a what-d'ye>call4t than yours : 
for, I declare, yours was unie s and I wisli you would 
so order it, that the world i^ay be as wise as I upon that 
article. Mr. Pope wishes it too, and I believe there it 
i^t a more honest man in JSogland, even without wit. 
But you regard vs not* t was fbrtj^seven yearaold 
when I began to think of death';} and the reflections 
Vpon U DOW bc^ when I wakeiu ibtt mmmg^ and ead 
when I am going to sleep. I writ to Mr. Pope and not 

•Lord Oxford. H. 

f This is a remarlctible senleDce; and conveys a depredating idea. 
o( Lord Oxford, whom we had imagined Swift prefen^ to ^oli^C^- 
broke. H. 

t The year of Queen Anne's deatJt H^ 
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kr jom My l^rtb, although from a family not uodistio- 
fished 10 its time, is many dlegrees infefior to youn ;: 
all my pretensions from person and parts infinitely so f 
I a younger son of younger sons :* you bora to a great 
fortune : yet I see you with all ymur advantages, sunk 
to a dtigree that you eould never have been wilhoul^ 
Ihem : But yet I see you as much esteemed, as much 

* 

belovted, as much dreaded, and perhaps more (though it 
be almost impossible) thau ever you were in your higfa*^ 
est exaltation ; only I grieve like an alderman that yoa 
are not so rich. And yet, my lord, I pretend to value 
taioney as fitlle as ypu, and I will call five hundred wit>- 
nessess (if you wlH take Irish witnesses) to prove it. t 
renounce your w^hole philosophy, because it is not your 
practice. By the .figure of living, (if I used that es:- 
pression to Mr. Pope) I de not mean the parade, but the 
suitableness to your mind ; and as fqr the pleasure of 
giving, I know your soUl suffers when you are d^arred' 
of it. Could you, when your own generosity and con- 
tempt of outward things (be not offended^ it is no eccle^ 
siastical, but an^ Epictetian phrase) coufd you, when 
thesb have brmight yoii to it, come over and live witk 

' *^ Soon aHier th&^^aiion of Lord Orrery *6Bii?mark8, his lordsh^ 
was attacked by two or three writers of Memoirs of Dr. Swift j In 
which, as each finds matter for censure in hit predecessor, so all oT 
them are open to stiU further correction. Is it not strange, that none 
of them should take notice of Swiit^«- inconsistency with him^If, in 
his narrative of his own family ? If in the memoirs he left, puhUsh- 
ed by Iiis kinsmant it appear» his^ pare^t» had ao other children but a 
daughter and himself; in his Letter to Lord BoUngbroke, he no less* 
expressly says, he was ** the touNGia son of a younger branch cS s. 
fasdily not undistinguished^ in its tiine.*^ Whether it i»inaccurac|r' 
OKilv in, expression, that he calls himself a ^otpi^^er son, because he 
had a sister born before him ; or whether he intended among his fing- 
lish friends to disclaim bis sister, who had oifended hitt in niairin0|i« 
Heave others to determine. Men of geniiip, 1 know, are above sa? 
garding minute mistalies ; their very failings pass for wit. W, B.. 

ttL 2 
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Mr. Pope aad me at the deanery ? I could almost wub 
the experimeut were tried. — Noy God forbid, that ever 
such a scouadrel as Want should daire to approach you. 
But,, in the ^lean tine, do not brag ; retrenchments are 
not your talent. But as old Weymoutb said to me in his 
lordly Latin, PhUoscpha verba^ igna»a tptra ; I wish 
you could learn, arithmetic,, that thi^ and two make 
five, and will never make more* . My philosoi^iical 
spectacles which you advise me to, will tell me that I 
can live on fifi^ pounds a* year (wine excluded, which 
my bad health forces me .to) but I eanqot endure that 
dturm should be smedignitate. My lord, what I would 
have said of fame, is meant of. fame which a man enjoya 
in his life ; because I cannot be a great lord, I would acr* 
«^ttire what is a kind of sub^^ttnti I^ would endeavour 
that my betters should seek me by the merit of some- 
thing distinguishable, instead of my seeking, them. The 
desire of enjoying it in after times is owing to the spiril^ 
and folly of youth : but with age we learn to know- the 
house is so full, that there is na room^ for above one or 
two at most in an age, through the whole world. Mj 
lord, 1 hate and love to write to you, it gives me plear 
sure, and kills me with melancholy. The d — take stu- 
pidity, i^iat it will not come tasupply the wanttot p|bi» 
>sophy^ 



EBOMMR/OiT- 

r HAVE long known you to be my friend upon sevens 
-•cessions, and partlcularh by your reproofe and adnn^ 
vkionB. There is one thing, which } on have eften put 
me In mind o4 the overrunning^ you with aoaoaww bt^ 
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fere yon had spoken. Tou find I am not a bit the bet- 
ter for it ; for I still write and write on, without having 
a word of an answer. I have heard of you once by 
Mr. Pope: let Mr. Pope hear of you the next time by 
me. By this way of treating me, I mean,, by your not 
letting me know that you remember me, you are very 
partial to me, I should have said, very just to me. You 
•eem to think, that I do not want to be put in mind of 
you^ which is very true ; for I think of you veiy often, 
and as often wish to be with you. I have been in Ozr 
fordshire with the Duke of Queensberry for these three 
months, and have had veiy little correspondence with 
any of our friends. I haVe employed my time in new 
writing a damned play, which I wrote several years ago^ 
called The Wife of Bath.* As it is appreved.or dis- 
approved of by my friends, when I come to town, I 
shall either have it acted, ok let it alone,. if weak bre- 
thren do not take offence at it The ridicule turns upoo 
superstition, and I have avdded the very words bribery 
and corruption. Folly indeed is a word, that I have 
ventured to make use of; but that is a term that never 
gave fools offence. It is a common saying, that he ia 
wise that knows himself. What has happened of late» £ 
think, is a proof that it is not limited to the wise. 

My Lord Bathurst is still our cashier : when I see 
him, I intend to settle our accounts, and repay myself 
the five pounds out of the two hundred I owe yom 
Next week I believe I shall be in town ; not at White- 
ball, for. those lodgings were judged not convenient for 



^ Thii comedy was the fint he wrote, and wai mMicceMfoUtf ptr- 
fomed mt the theatre io Drory lane in the year 1713. It war altered 
hy the author, and revived teveral yean after (1129^ ai the thea- 
tre ia Lineoln*f inn fteldi, and condenumd a ncond tiac, although 
the author*! reputation was then at its height from the ubcoibuboa |ii^ 
oif neggari Mpva* n. 
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faie^ afad were disposed of. Direct to me at the Dukfe <^ 
(Stu^^berry^s, ih BurUogtoh gardens, near PiccadHlj. 
You baye dften twitted me in the teeth for hankering 
after the eourt In that you mistook mk $ for I know 
by eiplarience that ihere is no dependance that can be 
sure^ bttt a dependance upon OneV self. I Will take 
tore of die little fortune I have got. I know ;^ott will: 
bike iMi resolution kindly, atid yott see my inclinations 
WlM Aaak^ me write to you, whether yoii will write to. 
Ii^ or Dot. I am, dear sir, yours most sincerely and 
i^Mt affectionatiKlyv 

J. GAY. 

f. 6. to th^ hdy I livfe with; I owe ray life and for- 
tune : think of her with resp^t ; vahie and esteeA 

* faeir As i db ; abd never mor^ despise a fork wltft^ 
Ait^e prongs, I Wilsh t06 ydu wotild nbt: eat fr6m tli^ 
point of your knife.^ She has sO much goodu^ vir- 
tui^, aiid generosiiy, that if yoii knew her, you WOidd 
kbi^ ar pteasuie In obeying her as I do. She ofte& 
wishes she hkd knowii yon. 



to A CfiKTAIW iSdUlkE. 

Mil, Jdfi. 3, 1 72».3a. 

I^B^iilG J'our'fl^ank oti the oufoidfe, and^ your address- 
lU (he same h^d, it i^as otrvlous who was thcf wrtten 
And "before I opened it, a worthy friend being with me, 
f loM hllii thief cb^teWte of tb^ diflei-euce between ifs : 
That your Utiles being geaerallj worth five of six 
^^miM^ pn* mmmn^ • and by> the terror of squiredrip^ 

* S^ the4ettejr of Feb. 15, 1727-8.' j^l 
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mj agent to ti^e wliat you grtdoislj tboaght 
fit to give, 70U wronged me ofhMmj due everjrjenti 
That haviDg held from your fether an island worth throe 
•penoe a year, which I planted and paid twoghittingg 
annually for, and being out of ponession of the aakl 
iaknd seyen or ^igbt years, there coidd Bot potaibly be 
above four shillings due to you ; for which you have 
ihoQght proper to stop three or four yeairtythe, at yoHCi. 
own rate of two pounds five 9biHifl09 a year (as I le- 
member) and «till continue to stop it, on pr^enoe diat 
the «aid island was not surrendered to you in fimB ; idi- 
though you have cut down more plaotatioBs of wiUowe 
and jjiieles, tfasQ would purchase a dozen such islendf . 
I tdd ray ftiend, ** That this talent of spires prevailed 
very nuich formerly in tbe couati^ : That as toyonr- 
fseUy from the badness of your education, against all wny 
advices and endeavours, and from the cast of your nn- 
ture, as weU as another dreumstance wUc^ I ahadl qoI 
mentioo, I e^cpected nothing from you tiiat became a 
gentleman : That I bad acpostulated Ais somrvy mat- 
ter vexy gently with you : That I oonoeived dds letter 
was afi answer : That from the prerc^adve of a good 
estate, however gotten, and the practice of lording over 
a few Iri^ wretches, and ifm the natural want of het- 
ter ilunting , I was fluie your answer would he extreme- 
ly rude and stupid, Ml of very bad language in 4. 
semes : That a bear- in a wildemesg wiM as aoau fix on 
a pfailoBopher aa on a cottagier ; anda mau wMty vaM 
of education, jud^neot, <tt distinctioB of petaons, haa 
no regard, in his ipsolence^ but to the poMBOo of fear : 
and how heartily I widie4 4lmt lo make you showyoy^ 
huBuli^, your quarrel had rather been wHii a aaplaia 
pf dragoons than the Dean of St FaddckV 

AM this happened before my^peniag yvur- Jotter; 
w^ heldg tead^my fijnd toH me, *< I im an ft 
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gueiser ; that you affirmed jou despised ne only as a 
clerg^ymao, by your owo coofession ; and that you had 
reason, because clergymeu pretend to learoiog, ivhere- 
10 you value yourself as what you are au utter straoget 
to." 

I took some pains in providing and advising about 
your education ; Imt, since you have made so ill use of 
my roles, I cannot deny, that according to your own 
-principles, your usage of me is just You are wholly 
•out of my danger : the weapons I use will do you no 
ibttrt ; and to that which would keep nicer men in awe^ 
you are insensible. A needle against a stone wall can 
make no impression. Your faculty lies in making bap- 
gains : stick to that Leave yow childrcfn a better 
estate than your father left you ; as he left you much 
more than your graadfieither left him. Your father and 
you are much wiser than I, who gave among you fifty 
years purchase for laud, for which I am not to see i>ne 
farthing. This was intended as an encouragement to a 
clergyman to reside among you whenever any of your 
posterity shall be able to distinguish a mao firon a beast; 
One thing I desire you will be set right in r I do not 
de^iise all squires* It la true, I despide the bulk of 
them. But pray take notice, that a squire must have 
aome merit befinre I shallhonour him widi my contempt ; 
ibr I do not despise a fly, a maggot, or a mite; 

If you sead me an answer to thisi I shall not read it, 
bat open it before company, and in (heir presence bum 
it ; for no other reason but the detestation of bad spell- 
ing; Dogmmmar, and that pertness whioh pioeeeda from 
ignoranee and an invincible want of taste. 

I have ordered a copy of this letter to be taken, with 
an intention to print it, as a^marik of my esteem foryouf 
wlilch, however, perhaps I shattnot pursue : fori could 
wiUioi^j excuse eur two oames from standiof in the 
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1 

same paper, siQ€e I an coofideot jea bave as IltUfr de- 
sire of fame as I have to give it you. 

I wish maDj happy new yean to you and your fanii* 
]y ; and am, -wHh truth, 

Your friend and humffie servant 

Let me add something serious : That, as it is held an 
imprudent thing to provoke valour ; so, I confess, it 
was imprudent in roe to provoke rudeness : which, as 
it was my own standing rule never tar do, except in 
cases where I had power to punish it, so my error 
proceeded from a better opinion of you than you have 
thought fit to make good : for, with every fault iu 
your nature, your education, and your understanding, 
I never imagined you so uttlerly devoid of knowing 
some iiUle distinction between persons. 



FROM LORD BATHURST. 

DEAR DEAJ7, Veh. 12, 1720-30. 

I HAVB this moment received a letter from you ; but 
it is the first I can call a letter : the pther scraps were 
only to direct me to convey your correspondence to 
'^thersj-and I tliought I answered them best by bbeyii^ 
'your demands. But now you have deigned to send 
me one in form, with a proper beginning and ending, I 
will not wait even forti postday ; but I have taken pen 
and ink immediately to tell you how much I think my- 
self obliged to you^ and hc^w sincerely I am ■ 

Well, I might end here, if I would ; but I cannot 
part with you so soon ; and I must let you know, that 
as to your money affairs, though I have paid off John 
Gay, I still keep your two hundred pounds, for wldah I 
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kave gtvea bim a note. I have paid him iotereat to this 
time for it, which he must account to jou for. Now 70U 
BHist imagine, that a man who has nine children to feed, 
can not long afford atrenos pascete nummos ; but I have 
four or five, that are very fit for the table.* I only 
wait for the lord major's daj to dispose of the largest ; 
and I ishali be sure of getting off the youngest, whenever 
a certain great manf makes another entertainment at 
Chelsea. Now 70U see, though I am your debtor, I am 
not without »y proper ways and means to raise a sup- 
ply answerable to your demand. I must own to you, 
(hat I should not have thought of this method of raising 
money, but that you seemed to point it out to me. For, 
just at the time that scheme came out, which pretended 
to be calculated only for Ireland, you gav^ me a bint 
in one of the envelops \AnglM covers] that you wish- 
ed I might provide for my numerous family ; and in this 
last you harp upon the saoie string. I did immediately 
propose it to Lady Bathurst, as your advice, particular^ 
]y for her last boy, which was bom Hb^ plumpest, finest 
thing, that could be seen ; but she fell in a passion, and 
bid me se£id. you word^ that she would not follow yoor 
direction, but that she would breed him up to be a par<« 
son, and be should live upon the fat of the land; or a 
lawyer, and then, instead of being eat himself he should 
devour others., You Imow women in passion nevet 
pkid what they say ; but, as she is a very reasonable 

• This allades to a tract of the deanX entitled* ^' A motel Fropo- 
i»l for preventing the Children of poor People in Ireland from being 
ft burden to fheir Parents or Country, atad for making, them benefi- 
tial to tiie fahtie.** The dein had propoied many inefol sdiemes, 
wlttdi having been neglected, lie aatirlc^y and humourotuly propo^ 
aed to fatten and eat the children of the poor, as the 00I7 remainii^ 
expedient to prevent miseiy to themselves, and render tbemkof knm^ 
bimeet to the puUie. H. 

iSljriMbiiNrtVra^pole. B^ 
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Woidao, I have almost brought her over now to jour opi* 
DiOD ; and having convinced her, that as matters stood, we 
could not possiblj maintain all the nine, she does begin 
to think it reasonable ttie youngest should raise fortunes 
for the eldfs^t : and upon that foot a man may perform 
family duty with more courage and zeal ; for, if he 
should happen to get twins, the selling of one might pro- 
vide for the other. Or if, by any accident, while his 
urife lies in with one child) he should get a second upon 
the body of another woman, he might dispose of the 
fattest of the two, and that would help to breed up 
the other. The tnore I think upon this scheme, the 
more reasonable it appears to me ; and it ought by 
no ineans to be confined to Ireland ; for, in all probabi- 
lity, we shall, in a very little time, be altogether as poor 
here as you are there. I believe, indeed, we shall car- 
ry it farther, and not confine our luxury only to the 
eating of children ; for I happened to peep the other 
day into a large assembly"^ not far from Westminster- 
hall, and I found them roasting a great fat fellow.f For 
my own par^ I had not the least inclination to a slice 
of him ; but, if I guessed right, four in five of the com- 
pany had a devilish mind to be at him. Well, adieu, 
you begin now to wish I had ended, when I might have 
done it so conveniently. 



•TheparliameDt Bi 
fSit Robert- Walpole. % 
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ADVERTISEMENT BY DR. SWIFT, 

IN HIS DEFENCE AGAINST JOSHUA, LORD ALLEN. 

Ftfft. 18,1729. 

^ Whereas, Dr. Jonathan Swift, Dean of St Pa- 
trick's, Dublin, hath been credibly iqformed, that on 
Friday, the 13th of this instant February, a certain pet- 
son did, in a public' place, and in the hearing of a great 
Qumber, apply himself to the right honourable the lord 
Qiayor of this city, and some .of his brethren, in the fol- 
lowing xeproachlul manner: ^'My lord, you and your 
taty can squander away the public money, in giving a 
gold box to a fellow who has libelled the government !' 
or words to that effect. Now, if the said words, or words 
to the like effect, were intended against him the said 
dean, and as a reflection on the right hon. the lord 
mayor, aldermen, and commons, for the decreeing unani- 
mously, and in full assembly, the freedom of this city to 
the said dean, in an honourable manner, on account of 
an opinion they had conceived of some services done by 
him the said dean to this city, and to the kingdom in 
general: The said dean doth declare, that the said 
words, or words to the like effect, are insolent, false, 
scandalous, malicious, and in a particular manner perfi- 
dious : the said person, who is reported to have spoken 
the said or the like words, having for some years past, 
and even within -some few days, professed a great friend- 
ship for the said dean ; and, what is hardly credible, 
sending a common friend of the dean and himself not 
wany hours after the said or the like words had been 
i^ken, to renew his profession of friendship to the said 
dean, but concealing the oratory, whereof the dean 
had no account till the foUowing day, and then told H 
to all bis /riends." 
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FROM Mr. GAY. 

BEAU SIR, Landom^ March 3, 1720-30. 

I FIND yoa are deterini&ed : not to vrite to me, ac- 
cording to our old stipulation. Had I not been every 
post for some time in expectation to have heard from 
jou, I should have writ to you beflEfre, to have let you 
kno^ the present state of your affairs, for I would not 
have you think me capable oif neglecting yours, what- 
^ever jou think of roe as to my own. I have received 
21/. 13«. Ad. interest from Lord Bathurst for ypur 200^. 
from Oct 1727 to Christmas 1729, being two years and 
two months, at 5 per cent. Lord Bathurst gave me a 
note for your 200/. again, and to allow interest for the 
same, dated Jan. 1 5, 1 729-30. If you would have me 
^dispose of your money any otlier way, I shall obey your 
orders. Let me know what I shall do with the interest 
money I have received. What I have done for you, I 
'did for myself, wtiich will be always the way of my 
transacting any thing for you. My old vamped play 
got me no money ; for it had no success. I am going 
very soon into Wilt^ire with the Duke of Clueensberry, 
with intention to stay there till the winter. Since I 
tiad that severe fit of sickness, I find my health requires 
it ; for I tannot bear the town ais I could formerly. I 
hope another summer's air, and exercise, will reinstate 
me. I continue to drink nothing but water, so that you 
cannot require any poetry from me. I have been very 
seldom abroad since I came to town, and not once at 
court. This is no restraint upon me, for I am grown 
old enough to wish for retirement. I saw Mr. Pope a 
day or two ago, in good spirits, and with good wishes for 
you ; for we always talk of you ; the Doctor* does the 

• Df . Arbuthnot. N, 
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same. I have lelft 6ff all gi:eat folk but our own family ; 
|)erhaps you will tbiok all great Mks little enough to 
leave off us, Id our present situation. I do not hate the 
worlds but I laugh at it ; for none but fools can be in 
earoeat about a trifle. I am, dear sir, yours most aflfec- 
tions^ely. 

IKreet Ant roe at the BiicfaesB of ^leensbcrryVfi^ 
Buffiiogte^ gardeoft** 

» Endorsed, " Aft8weredMar(% I." N. 
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